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PREFACE. 



When the late Rev. Samuel Lavington, of 
Bideford, administered the Lord's Supper, 
he was accustomed to address the commu- 
nicants, before and after the distribution of 
the bread and wine. The following are 
some of his Meditations on these occasions : 
they will be found adapted for the perusal 
of all christians, whenever they contemplate 
the sufferings of Christ, and remember his 
death as the foundation of all their happi« 
ness and all their hopes. ; 
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SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 



MEDITATION I. 

[June 9, 1754.] 

HEBREWS XII. 24. 
AND TO JESUS THE MEDIATOR OF THE NEW COVENANT. 



And are we, dearest Lord, come at last to thee ? 
O ! how our souls have longed for this delightful 
interview. Alas! what would mount Sion have 
heen, hut an uncomfortahle desert ? what would the 
innumerable company of angels be ? what would 
the general assembly and church of the first born, 
and all the spirits of just men made perfect be ? 
how insufficient to entertain or delight us ! Yea, 
the presence of God himself: the all-compre- 
hending, the incomprehensible Jehovah, how in- 
supportable and terrifying would it be, if thou wert 
absent ! It is thy presence, blessed Jesus, that 
makes heaven so suitable and sweet. And even 
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here — though it is indeed a feast of fat things, a 
feast of wine on the lees, of fat things full of mar- 
row, of wine on the lees well refined — yet what 
is it ? How tasteless and insipid, if thou dost not 
grace the tahle with thy company ! 

'' To Jesus the Mediator/' What names couldst 
thou have pitched upon more expressive of thi/ 
love to uSy or more attractive of ours to thee ? 
Jesus, which signifies a Saviour. *' Thou shalt call 
his name Jesus ; for he shall save his people from 
their sins/' Here, christians, behold your King. 
See I yuT Deliverer, to whom you owe your liberty 
and your lives, your possessions and your hopes. 
What was Moses, what was Joshua, what was 
Gideon, Samson, David, or any of the mighty cham- 
pions of ancient times, to the all-conquering Jesus ? 
And what are all the deliverances and conquests they 
boast so much of, to the victories and triumphs of 
the great Captain of our salvation? He hath 
saved us from the guilt and dominion of sin. He 
hath conquered death, and him that had the power 
of death, which is the devil; and hath thereby pro- 
claimed liberty to the captives, and opened the pri- 
son doors to them that were bound ; and so saved 
us from hell and everlasting destruction. Surely 
thou wast not called Jesus for nothing. Thou hast 
not borne the title of a Saviour in vain. 

" To Jesus the Mediator J* What a fund of con- 
solation and joy does every one of thy names contain ! 

1 
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A Mediator intimates a quarrel; and a quarrel 
risen to some considerable head, and a quarrel too 
which either through the height of the resentment, 
or rather the great inequality of the contending 
parties, requires the interposition of some friend to 
make it up. Who are the parties then V O my 
soul, why this confusion ? Does this inquiry con- 
cern thee ? Yes, it concerns us all : the whole 
world was become guilty before God ; all flesh 
had corrupted their ways, and rebelled. Foolish 
that we were, and ungrateful, and unnatural to 
quarrel with our Maker, to fall out with ov:r Pre- 
server, Benefactor, and Friend, by whose permission 
we live, and to whose unconstrained bounty and 
goodness we owe it that we are prosperous and 
happy. Thus we had brought ourselves into a 
state of enmity with God, and war against him. 
He consequently withdrew from us, and engaged 
against us, and looked upon us with indignation 
and abhorrence. The Divine Majesty was affronted, 
the Divine laws violated, the Divine government 
disturbed, and the Divine perfections, holiness, 
justice, and truth, called aloud for satisfaction ; 
a satisfaction which we poor helpless creatures 
were by no means in a capacity of making, and 
therefore expected nothing but immediate and ever- 
lasting ruin. In the appointed time, suddenly there 
appeared a great multitude of the heavenly host prais- 
ing God, and saying, '* Glory to God in the highest, 
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and on earth peace, good-will towards men." And 
an angel brought us the good tidings of great joy, 
that to us a Child was born, to us a Son was given, 
whose name was Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty 
God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of peace. 
For as he was not a man, that we should answer 
him, or that we should come together in judgment, 
it was necessary there should be some Daysman 
between us, that might lay his hand upon both. 
When we were so entirely destitute of all help or 
hope that there was none to pity us, then did He, 
this same Jesus, the Prince of peace, the Lord of 
life, the Son of God, stand forth and say, ^* Lo, I 
come to do thy will, O God. Holy Father, if 
thou wilt be reconciled to them, I will undertake 
to satisfy the demands of thy law and justice for 
them. If there must be blood, here is mine. If 
the last drop of it be required, thou shalt have it. 
I will suffer the utmost rigour of the law, and drink 
up the very dregs of the cup of indignation, rather 
than they should taste a drop of it." Blessed are 
the peace-makers. Lord, permit the overflowings 
of a grateful heart, that cannot contain its joy for 
the happy reconciliation. Blessed, blessed are the 
peace-makers. Blessed be the King that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. Peace on earth, and 
glory in the highest. 

And can it be ? Will the eternal Son of God 
amidst the honours and happiness of the heavenly 
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world, admit a thought of such rebellious wretches ? 
Can the distresses we had brought upon ourselves, 
by our unnatural quarrel, raise any compassion in 
his Divine breast ? Will he interest himself in the 
cause of creatures that, so far from deserving, did 
not so much as desire his interposition ? Will he ? 
We know he has done it. What else brought him 
from heaven to earth ? What else carried him 
through such a scene of sorrow and sufferings, and 
at last led him to the accursed tree ; but a generous 
desire to reinstate us in the Divine favour ? And, 
after all, will his endeavours avail any thing? 
Will his mediation be accepted ? Will God forgive 
us upon any terms? It is a faithful saying, and 
therefore worthy of all acceptation, That God is in 
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, and 
hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation. 
Yes, blessed Jesus, it is given to us ; freely given ; 
but was it given to thee? What mean those 
wounds in thy hands and feet, and that stream from 
thy side V Was there no way for thee to make 
peace but by the blood of the cross ? What created 
understanding, in its largest conceptions, can fully 
comprehend the depth of thy humiliation, the ex- 
tremity of thy sufferings, and the greatness of thy 
love ? That when thou knewest there was no other 
way, knewest that thou shouldst be wounded for 
our transgressions, and bruised for our- iniquities, 
yet thou didst not decline the office of a Mediator. 

b2 
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But it follows — '* To Jesus the Mediator of the 
new covenant " 

Was it not of Divine condescension, that the 
Most High vouchsafed to enter into covenant with 
man in innocency; that he was pleased to hind 
himself by a promise to his creature, the workman- 
ship of his hand, that he should live and be for 
ever happy, if he retained his innocence and con- 
tinued obedient in all things ; which was his un- 
questionable duty, and what he owed his Maker as 
long as he had a being ? 

Was it not still greater condescension, that, 
after man had broken this first covenant, the great 
God of heaven and earth should propose another 
covenant to his creatures, to sinful dust and ashes 
that were fallen from him ; that, after man had 
proved perfidious, he was pleased to make another 
and a better covenant, a covenant of higher privi- 
leges upon lower terms; and that he has done 
this of his mere good- will and pleasure, without 
man's seeking to him or interceding for it ? Though 
it was not without the intercession of Christ, which 
however no way lessens our obligation, as it was 
of his wonderful free grace to appoint and accept 
this Mediator for us. And, that though the co- 
venant is not without terms, yet there are no such 
terms, as are meritorious of the blessedness, or of 
the least blessing promised in it; nor such as we 
are to perform of ourselves and by our own power ; 
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but, ''it is God that worketh in us both to will 
and to do of his good pleasure/' Phil. ii. 13. It is 
his ^race that proposes this covenant, that en- 
lightens our understandings to see the things of our 
peace, and opens our hearts, and inclines our wills 
to accept of covenant benefits upon covenant terms. 
. And what are the benefits and privileges peculiar 
to the gospel covenant, or at least considerably 
cleared and enlarged by it ? Reconciliation ; union 
with Christ ; adoption ; the Spirit of grace to pre- 
pare us for, and assist us in duty and suffering ; ac- 
ceptable services and employments ; access to God 
in prayer ; peace within ; well settled hopes of hea- 
ven ; a peculiar interest in Christ's intercession ; 
communion and fellowship with Christ the Head, 
and all the family of God ; peculiar conduct, 
succour, and supplies on earth ; victory over death ; 
and final acquittance, and everlasting glory. 

And what are the terms on which those high and 
important blessings are promised ? Might we not 
have expected that they should be more than ever 
strict and severe, to punish us for our former 
treachery and rebellion? Would not whole ages 
of labour and pain have been gladly accepted by 
us, as reckoning that the sufferings of time, how 
grievous soever, and how long soever extended, 
are not worthy to be compared with the glories of 
eternity ? But no such thing. Listen, christians, 
and you will find your God is uniformly gracious. 

2 
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HIb very terms are such as carry heaven in the 
performance of them. It is required that we re- 
pent and turn to God, and bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance ; that we renounce the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, and forsake every thing that 
rivals God in our hearts and affections. The high- 
est veneration, supreme love, and faithful services, 
yea, all proper instances and expressions of gratitude 
and obedience are here required. We must ac- 
cept him as our life, and praise, and joy ; as the ul- 
timate end of all we are and liave ; and live conti- 
nually to the glory of his grace and name. We 
must always seek proficiency in his knowledge, 
be observant of his conduct, loyal to his govern- 
ment, submissive to his providence, and joyful in 
the sense and expectation of his mercy to eternal 
life. 

And is there any thing hard or severe in all 
this ? Blessed God, we blush at the perverseness 
and corruption of our natures, that we should 
want articles to oblige us to love thee, to serve thee, 
to trust thee, and delight ourselves in thee. And 
is not this a new covenant ? Does it not, in many 
things, differ from and excel the covenant made 
at Sinai t Surely, God never appeared so glorious 
in his attributes, so deep in condescension, so won- 
derful in his compassion, so liberal in his gifts, so 
fervent in his love, so glorious in his grace and 
mercieS; and so enlarged in his heart towards 
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all the sons of men as now. Nor had men ever 
such discoveries, invitations, encouragements, as- 
sistances, influences, attractions, supplies, pro- 
spects, assurances, and foretastes of heaven as here. 
This is, indeed, the best covenant that ever was 
made with man. Another covenant is not to be 
expected ; a better covenant there cannot be. 

But, christians, who are we that the Lord should 
so graciously look after us, and show himself so 
concerned for our recovery, as if his happiness 
were bound up in ours ; notwithstanding our for- 
mer most ungrateful ungracious departure from 
him ? Should not such monuments of his grace 
be instruments of his praise ? instruments ever 
in tune, and always sounding forth the honours 
of him who hath called us out of darkness into 
his marvellous light ? And O ! what a glorious 
addition is it to our happiness to consider that 
Jesus, our Saviour, our Friend, our elder Brother, 
is the Mediator of this new and better covenant. 
He gave the first and great account of its original 
nature and design. He preached it to the world, 
proved it by miracles, urged it on the sons of men 
with the strongest arguments and motives, and ex- 
emplified that temper and deportment which this 
charter obliges and invites us to. It was by his 
death this covenant was obtained and ratified. He 
rose again from the dead, to prosecute the great 
designs thereof. He went to intercede for us. He 
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gave his Spirit, in wonderful operations, gifts, and 
graces. He enables men to make and keep their 
covenant with God. He gives them sacramental 
bonds and seals. He bestows continual and pow- 
erful influences from on high. He prays conti- 
nually for us. He often and earnestly speaks to us, 
and abides among tis, by his gracious dispensations 
and his enlivening presence. And, having placed 
himself at God's right hand, he takes possession of 
our state for us ; treads down Satan and all our 
spiritual enemies before us, and will come, ere long, 
to bestow all the blessings of the covenant. He still 
protects us ; by him we have access, perseverance, 
and entertainments in our present state of grace, 
and every thing is made subservient to build us up 
in holiness and hope. He fills our souls with grace 
and joy, our hands with blessings, and our lips 
with halleluiahs. 

To this blessed Mediator, christians, are we 
come. We are come to the knowledge of him. 
We know his natures, person, office, dignity, and 
relations. Never were such glorious beams of 
knowledge so liberally diffused, as from this Light 
of life. Now all the great mysteries of salvation are 
unveiled. It now appears what God has proposed 
and contrived, and by whom and how this great 
affair of our reconciliation is transacted. We are 
come to a state of fellowship with him. We are 
the branches, He the Vine. We are the body, He 
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the Head. We are the fulness of Him that filleth 
all in all. We are come as lively stones, to him 
tlie living Stone, to be that house whose stracture, 
furniture, service, prospect, and privileges are 
glorious bejond all parallel. We have fellowship 
with Christ in spirit, service, su£Ferings, and glory. 
His glory is our great concern, and our salva^ 
tion ia his. Reciprocal engagements and endear- 
ments are continually exchanged. We are called 
by his name, fixed in his family, feasted with his 
love, and enriched by him in every thing. We 
are come to all the blessed effects of his mediation. 
He has spoken e£Fectually for God to us, having 
endeared God's name and ways to our hearts, and 
reconciled our hearts to them by his word and 
Spirit. And he has spoken effectually to God for 
us. For he has obtained of God the covenant, 
and the means and enjoyment of his grace and 
goodness. He has obtained of God, for us, that 
pardon, justification, adoption, and redemption, 
which were so needful for us. He has made an 
end of sin, and finished transgression. He has 
made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in 
everlasting righteousness. And, in short, he is made 
of God to us, whatever we can want or wish for. 
We find our encouragement is great, our remis- 
sion full, our approaches near, our intercourse free, 
our suit prosperous, and our assurance of acceptance 
and salvation clear and high, through Christ, if 
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we be cordial and fruitful in our christian profes- 
sion. 

You have often seen and felt what light Christ 
sheds abroad, what love he kindles and maintains, 
what seals and pledges he affords us 'of our ap- 
proaching joys and glory. Something of this thou 
dost know; but why, O my soul, since he is so 
graciously communicative, why dost thou not know 
more? Why is thy light so dim, thy love so 
cold, and thy evidences so blighted, as that thou 
art often obliged to search, and try, and examine ; 
and perhaps, after all, art left to doubt whether thou 
hast any knowledge, or love, or hope at all. 

Come then, my soul, come, my fellow christians, 
since we have such a Mediator, let us employ him. 
Let us collect our sins and our wants together, and 
lay them at his feet, humbly imploring his inter- 
cession with the Father, to obtain for us mercy 
to pardon, and grace to help in the time of need. 

The words of institution are, '' For I have re- 
ceived of the Lord that which also I delivered unto 
you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which 
he was betrayed took bread : and when he had 
given thanks, he brake it, and said. Take, eat: 
this is my body, which is broken for you : this do 
in remembrance of me," 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24. 

Now in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were 
afar off are made nigh by the blood of Christ; '* for 
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he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition between 
us/' Eph. ii. 14. 

'' He was wounded for our transgressions, and 
was bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we 
are healed,^' Isa. liii. 5. 

And shall thy blessed body be mangled, and 
bruised, and broken; and mine, that deserved 
to be ground to powder, remain sound and whole ? 
Lord, break in pieces my heart ; that while thou 
hast so many proofs to produce of human cruelty, 
I may have, at least, one mark to show of thy 
power and grace. It matters not who are our 
accusers : if Christ be our^ Advocate, '* who shall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ? It is 
God that justifieth : who is he that condemneth ? 
It is Christ that died ; yea, rather that is risen 
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us," Rom. viii. 33, 34. 

He first prays God to be reconciled to us, and 
now entreats us to be reconciled to God. Is it 
not strange that we should need entreaty ? Is it 
not still more strange that he should entreat in 
vain? 

'* After the same manner he took the cup, when 
he had supped, saying. This cup is the New Testa- 
ment in my blood : this do ye, as often as ye drink 

c 
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it, in remembrance of me. For as often as je eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, je do show forth 
the Lord's death till he come/' 1 Cor. xi. 25, 26. 

See, christians, see here this new covenant, 
ratified and confirmed by the precious blood of 
Christ. What could he do more to give you strong 
consolation and hope ? O, the unfathomable We 
of Jesus ! His name is loye, his nature is love, his 
words were love, and his actions were love, he 
preached love, he practised love, he lived in love, 
nay he died for love. Behold, what manner of 
love was this ! That the Physician should die for 
the patient, the Master for the servant, the Shep- 
herd for the sheep, the Innocent for the guilty, the 
Just for the unjust, the Prince for the rebel, the 
Lord of glory for the children of disobedience, the 
righteous Judge for the condemned malefactor 1 

Let this be a sign between me and thee. I ac- 
cept of thee according to the tenor and terms of 
the new covenant. O, remember him who remem- 
bered you in your low estate, and is still remember- 
ing you. 

My Lord and my God ! How shall I express 
my love to my loving and lovely Jesus, who loved 
me and gave himself for me ? 

Were we under the law, or a covenant of works, 
we were undone ; but, blessed be God, we are un 
der the tenders of a covenant of grace, that admits 
of repentance, and a surety for a guilty criminal, and 
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graciouBly promiBes pardon to the penitent believer : 
nay, promises repentance to the hard-hearted, faith 
to the unbelieving, and earnestly invites and 
presses backsliding children to return to God 
through a Mediator. 

Deep calleth unto deep. The depth of our 
misery to the depth of thy mercy. What means 
this trembling and doubting? The mountains 
may depart, and the hills be removed, but the 
loving-kindness of the Lord shall not depart, neither 
shall the covenant of his peace be removed, Isa. 
liv. 10. The blood of Christ, which satisfied the 
justice of God, may satisfy the consciend!^ of an 
awakened sinner. 

O ! blessed is he whose iniquities are forgiven, 
and whose sin is covered. Lord, whatever thou 
deniest me, do not deny me this. 

Behold, how evidently Christ crucified is set 
forth before your eyes. Behold the Lamb opening 
the seals, the seals of God's covenant, the seals of 
God's treasure, the seals of the foundation of life, 
and the seals of heaven's gates; all which were 
shut to us, till Christ came to open them. 

And now, christians, have we once more sub- 
scribed with our hands unto the Lord, and are bound 
by our own act and deed to be his for ever. No re- 
nouncing our covenant with God, no going back 
from it without- horrid impiety, ingratitude, and 
perfidiousness. No evil in this world that can 
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befal us, nothing that the worst enemies we have 
can do unto us, have we cause to fear so much as 
we should dread declining from God, and dealing 
falsely in his covenant. If any man draw back, 
my soul shall have no pleasure in him. You will 
not only incur the wrath of God, but the displea- 
sure of a merciful Mediator. 

Alas ! christians, that such cautions as these 
should be necessary. How ready are we now, 
when our hearts are warm, and our affections 
moved at the sight we have seen, to say, as Hazael 
did, '' Is thy servant a dog, that I should do such 
things V* Can I ever prove such a base and un- 
grateful traitor, as to betray my Master after all the 
unspeakable favours I have received from him? 
Can I ever be that hardened wretch that shall 
crucify the Lord of glory afresh, when I have so 
lately seen him bleed and expire in the greatest 
agonies for my sake ? I do not say that you will 
do this; but if you should, you will remember, 
and it will be no small satisfaction to remember, 
that it is a new covenant that you have been this 
day sealing ; a covenant of grace, in which pro- 
vision is made, through the blood of sprinkling, for 
the pardon of unallowed and lamented failings. 

Were this a proper time, I would ask those elder 
brothers, those that can content themselves sa- 
crament after sacrament to stand without, when 
there is such a feast prepared within; whom the 
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most importunate and repeated invitations from the 
Father of mercies will not prevail upon to come in 
to partake of his feast. I would ask two questions 
only — How do you approach to God in prayer? 
and, How do you support yourselves under the ac- 
cusation of conscience ? 

Dare you venture into the presence of God, not 
introduced by Christ ? And will the Mediator un- 
dertake to plead for you, if you do not come to him 
and put your case into his hands ? Will hearing 
that there is balm in Gilead heal your wounded 
spirit, if it be not applied ? Will the new cove- 
nant profit you, if it be not yours ? And can you 
plead it as your own, if it be not signed? Will it 
be any satisfaction to you in the other world to re- 
flect that you were not far from the kingdom of . 
heaven ? That the covenant of grace was proposed 
to you, and pressed upon you, and you approved 
it, and fully intended, one day or other, to accept 
of it, and solemnly testify your approbation of it, 
and consent to it ; but that you were so long in 
resolving upon it, till God, highly resenting the af- 
front you thereby ofiFered to the Mediator and 
himself, swore in his wrath that it should never 
more be o£Fered to you ? How many refusals more 
the long-suffering of God may take from you is 
uncertain ; to us, I mean, for they are all numbered 
above ; and when the measure of them shall be 
completed, either the table shall be removed, or 
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you shall be removed. The Mediator himself shall 
become inaccessible, the wrath of the Lamb will 
terrify you. A slighted gospel, a neglected sal- 
vation, will be attended with a much sorer punish- 
ment than a breach of Moses' law ; and it had 
been better for you that there had been no Mediator 
provided; that you bad. been left to perish under 
the vi<^ation of the first covenant ; better that you 
had never heard of Christ, or the covenant of grace, 
if after such clear discoveries, and pressing invi- 
tations, you live and die without an interest in them. 



MEDITATION II. 

[April 6, 1755.] 



FSALM LXVIII. 18. 



THOU HAST RECEIVED GIFTS FOR MEN, YEA, FOR THE REBEL- 
MOUS ALSO, THAT THE LORD GOD MIGHT DWELL AMONG THEM. 



O ! THE height and depth, the length and breadth 
of the love of God ! Angels cannot fathom it ; 
much less will the scanty line of human under- 
standing reaeh it. It were presumption to attempt 
it. Only admit us, blessed Lord, to look at it ; to 
admire and adore that, which we readily give up as 
incomprehensible. This is a subject which we 
know not where to begin ; and once begun, know 
not where to end. Shall we begin at the com- 
mencement of thy love to us ? When wa&^that ? 
Long before we ourselves existed : long before the 
foundation of the world. Yes, Lord, thou didst 
indeed love us first : when there was no eye to 
pity; even when we were worse than nothing. 
Was there ever an eye enamoured of deformity ? 
Yet, when sin had so wretchedly defiled us, that 
from the crown of the head to the sole of the foot 



20 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 

there was no soundness in us, then didst thou 
kindly throw thy mantle over us. When we lay 
in our hlood, expecting nothing but death, thou 
saidst unto us, Live ; and didst pour wine and oil 
into our wounds: then didst thou clothe us with 
white raiment, and deck us with ornaments, and 
graciously espouse us to thyself, and receive us 
into thy own bosom : so ardent was thy love to us, 
that it was not in the power of our extreme un- 
worthiness to abate it ; yea, so as that the deplora- 
bleuess of our condition did but heighten and 
inflame it. 

Thou lovedst us. To have spared our lives had 
been an unexpected, undeserved mercy : for who 
finds his enemy, and lets him go" well away ? But 
herein hast thou commended thy love to us, in that 
while we were sinners, Christ died for us. Thou 
didst pity us when we hated thee ; and even when 
our hand was lifted up against thee, were thy arms 
opened to receive and embrace us. Surely, never 
was love like unto thy love ; passing not know- 
ledge only, but wonder also. Lord, what is man, 
that thou art mindful of him ? or the Son of man, 
that thou shouldst thus visit him? And didst 
thou then visit us thy own self ? Why didst thou 
not order some angels, myriads of whom are con- 
tinually ministering to thy pleasure, and hearken- 
ing to the voice of thy word ? Why was not one 
of those glorious spirits sent down, to execute the 
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kind commission ? O ! how are we lost in just 
amazement, when we see what thj love has drawn 
from thee towards the sons of men ! What love 
was that, which could fetch thee down from the 
glory of the highest heavens, from the hosom of 
thy eternal Father, to this lower world, the region 
of sorrow and death ? which clothed thee with this 
flesh of ours, and brought thee (who thoughtest it 
no robbery to be equal with God) to an estate, 
lower than thy own creatures. That the sun 
should become a particle of sand ; that the whole 
host of angels should be transformed to worms ; or 
that the whole frame of nature should fall back 
into its first confusion — there would be nothing in 
all this wonderful, in comparison of that infinitely 
more astonishing event, that God should become 
man. Great, indeed, is the mystery of godliness — 
God manifested in the flesh, seen of angela. 
Whether to see him, that was their God, so hum- 
bled below themselves, or to see humanity thus 
advanced above themselves — which was the great- 
est surprise to them, they only know. His whole 
life, from the manger to the cross, proved him to 
be, indeed, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief. But O ! what may we not expect from 
that love, which was stronger than death. We 
trusted thou hadst been the person that should 
redeem Israel, when we saw thy miracles and thy 
mighty works ; but, when we saw thee crucified 
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and slain, and the powers of darkness triumphing 
over thee, our hopes were as the giving up of the 
ghost. And we are overjoyed to hear that thou 
hast ascended on high, that thou hast led captivity 
captive, that thou hast received gifts for men, yea, 
for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them. 

Thou hast received gifts. When Christ came 
down to earth, in order to die for us, and by his 
death to subdue our enemies, he emptied himself. 
Now he is invested with all authority and power 
to bestow blessings, grace, and glory, on the sons 
of men. It pleased the Father, that in him should 
all fulness dwell. All power in heaven and earth 
is given into his hand ; and he no sooner received 
the power, than he distributed the blessings. 
''Being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of the 
Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this which ye 
now see and hear," Acts ii. 33. He has shed 
abroad miracles and graces in abundance, among 
the inhabitants of the lower world. The triumphs 
of majesty must have some mercy in them, and 
ensigns of victory must be interwoven with signal 
displays of bounty and grace. When he led cap- 
tivity captive, he received gifts for men. The 
g^eat Captain of our salvation, our all-conquering 
Redeemer, was not so elevated with the pomp of 
his triumphs, as to forget the captives that he 
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released among the children of Adam. He re- 
ceived many donatives from his Father on high, to 
shower down among them npon his coronation day : 
that illustrious day, when he that in righteousness 
has made^ war and conquered, received on his own 
head many crowns, Rev. xix. 11, 12. 

He that could take so much pleasure on earth 
in his lahours of love, takes more delight in heaven 
in the distrihutions of grace. This is the sweetest 
part of his triumph, and the most visihle among 
men, even the gifiB of the Spirit which he sent 
down after his ascension, to animate the word, and 
make it, age after age, efficacious to the salvation 
of sinners. It was necessary that his grace should 
have some share in the glory of that day. What 
was said of the great day of deliverance, when the 
Jews obtained victory over their designed mur- 
derers, may he applied, with honour, to the day 
when our Lord ascended to heaven, and celebrated 
his triumph over the spirits of darkness. This 
was a good day for Israel, Esth. ix. 22 ; for all 
the saints a good day, when Jesus rested from his 
enemies, and a month which was turned unto him 
from sorrow to joy, and from mourning to a day of 
gladness. This was a day of receiving portions for 
his brethren, and of sending gifts to the poor. 
Jesus our King is the Prince of power, and the 
Prince of peace. He solemnized his victory with 
acts of mercy, and began his reign with gifts of 
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grace. He led Satan, the arch traitor, bound at 
his chariot wheels ; and scattered donatives of par- 
don and life among the sons of Adam, that had 
been seduced by him into the great rebellion. And 
in the distribution of his favours, he acts like one 
who is made '* Head over all things to the church, 
which is his body, the fulness of him that fiUeth all 
in all," Eph. i. 22, 23. 

Be not afraid, O thou trembling believer, lest 
thou shouldst not be able to get near him for the 
throng ; or lest, amidst the crowd of suppliants, 
thou shouldst be overlooked ; for he has eyes like 
a flame of fire. He will find thee out, however 
much thou mayest be overtopped by thy christian 
neighbours ) and will distinguish thee with marks of 
approbation and love. He will supply thee with 
suitable and abundant grace, and with infinite com- 
passion dispense his consolations to thy soul. It 
is further pleasing to observe from this passage, 
that God the Father had npt given away all his 
gifts to men, even when he gave them his only 
begotten Son. For, since that time, he has given 
his Son more gifts to be distributed among them ; 
from whence we may gather the unwearied love, 
the inexhausted stores of Divine grace and mercy. 
Christ is called the gift of God, John iv. 10. and 
the unspeakable gift, 2 Cor. ix. 15. He gave his 
own Son out of his bosom, and gave him up to 
death for us ; his Son that was nearest his heart : 
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his Son, the delight of his soul, and object of his 
eternal enjoyment : and yet he is not weary of 
giving. O ! the unmeasurable treasures of grace ! 
O ! the unlimitable bounties of our God ! Stand 
amazed, O heavens, and let the earth lie low in 
thankfulness and wonder; and every holy soul 
adore this surprising love ! 

We may also advance a step farther, and see 
here the Divine condescension to human weak- 
ness ; how a giving God stoops to the capacity of 
receiving creatures, and bestows the richest bless- 
ings on us in a sweet and alluring manner of con- 
veyance. When he gave his Son to us, he first 
arrayed him in flesh and blood, that the glories of 
the Deity might not affright us, nor his terror 
make us afraid. When he proceeds to confer on 
us further gifts, he puts them into the hands of his 
Son, dwelling in our nature ; that we might have 
easy access to him without fear, and receive gifts 
from him as a delightful medium, by whom a God 
of infinite purity has a mind to confer favours on 
sinful man. He has put all grace into those hands, 
whence we ourselves would choose to fetch it. If 
a God of shining holiness and burning justice 
should appear like himself, and call to us, and 
hold forth his hand, and say to us in thunder, 
'^ Here are gifts, here are pardons, here is salva- 
tion for yon," we should be ready to say with Job, 
** Withdraw thine hand far from me, and let not 
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thy dread make me afraid/' Job xiii. 21. But, see 
the wisdom and mercy of God. We sinners, who 
durst not approach an absolute God, any more than 
dry stubble could come near to a consuming fire, we 
come to a Man, to one who has worn our flesh and 
blood, and who is our Brother. We come with 
courage to him that looks like one of us, to receive 
the gifts of a holy God ; and, supported and 
screened by this merciful Mediator, the terrors of 
his holiness do not sink us, nor the fire of his 
justice devour us. O my soul, bow down and 
worship that God who stoops so low to thee, and 
has found such a mild, and gentle, and endearing 
method of conferring his favours on thee. 

One would- have expected that thid surprising 
condescension and grace should have banished all 
kinds and every degree of diffidence and distrust, 
and silenced for ever the doubts and fears of the 
weakest and most trembling believer. '' Yes,'' you 
say, ''if we could be sure that the character 
belonged to us. We know he has received gifts, 
but not for such wretches as we. We are traitors, 
rebels. We have eaten of his bread, and yet lifted 
up the heel against him. We have sworn obe- 
dience and fidelity, and yet have joined with his 
enemies in opposing him. We have crucified the 
Lord of glory afresh, and put him to open shame ; 
and, by our treacherous conduct, have done more to 
dishonour him than the vilest and most malicious 
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of his adversaries. It cannot be, therefore, that 
God would give, or Christ receive gifts for us." 
Read over the passage again, and blush at your 
unbelief. '^Thou hast received gifts for men, yea, 
for the rebellious also." Yes, indeed, here are gifts 
for you ; the very blessings you wanted. Yea, 
exceeding abundant above all that you can ask or 
think. '* Woman, thy sins which are great are 
forgiven thee : I, even I, am he that blotteth out 
thy transgressions for my own sake, and will not 
remember thy sins." Here it is signed with Je- 
hovah's own hand, sealed with the blood of Christy 
and witnessed by his Spirit. Here, take it ; keep 
it safe and clean, and produce it to the law, or 
conscience, or any of thy enemies, when they 
would endeavour to terrify thee with death and 
condemnation. More than this, here is a charter 
which reinstates you in all your forfeited and long 
lost privileges ; the image of God impressed anew, 
the favour of God restored, and communion with 
God again encouraged; and fresh supplies of 
grace, and strength, and consolation. '* I will be 
a Father to you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. My grace 
shall be sufficient for you, and my strength shall 
be made perfect in your weakness. Here, take it ; 
and whenever you are apt to be cast down and 
disquieted within you, whenever heart, and flesh, and 
faith seem to fail, have recourse to this sovereign 
restorative, and draw water out of those wells 
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of salvation." And further still, to show the un- 
searchable riches of his grace, the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Here, 
christians, take the promise of it ; and be assured 
that he who hath formed you for the self- same 
thing, and who hath also given to you the earnest 
of his Spirit, and who is only gone a little before 
to prepare mansions of glory for your reception, 
will come again ; and, in his own time and way, 
put you in full and delightful possession. 

And is this after the manner of men, O Lord 
God ? Is it thus thou treatest traitors and rebels 
against thy crown and dignity ? We are ashamed 
and grieved; we even hate ourselves; we want 
words strong enough to express the deep sense we 
have of our ingratitude, perfidy, and aggravated 
impiety ; of our carriage towards the greatest and 
the best of Beings. But let not the Lord be angry, 
if we, who are but dust and ashes, take upon us to 
speak to the Lord of glory. 

Here, christians, see how Jesus loved you. He 
loved not his life so he might save you from death. 
He gave himself for the life of the world. Who 
can tell how precious is that gift, which carries in 
it all the unsearchable riches of Christ ? Well he 
knew that no less gift, no other gift would answer 
our necessity, how much soever they might exceed 
our deserts; and, therefore, this utmost effort of 
the Divine benignity was not withheld from us. 
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Of my soul ! wilt thou not love him that has first 
loved thee ? Canst thou help loving him ? Does 
not this love constrain thee ? Canst thou demur or 
hesitate a single moment, whether thou shalt love 
him and give thjself to him, who hath loved thee 
and given himself for thee, and offers himself to 
thee. 

Behold, what manner of love id this. He loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood. 
Amazing love indeed ! He loved me better than 
life. What more amazing, except it be thy ingra- 
titude, O my soul, that thou shouldst love every 
trifle better than thy Saviour ? 

He gives us a cup of blessings, full of blessings, 
good measure, pressed down and running over ; nor 
is there fear of exhausting it. Drink, yea drink 
abundantly, O beloved ! 

These are blessings which, for their variety and 
value, are nowhere to be equalled. If you want 
pardon, there it is. If you want peace, it is there. 
If you want humility, patience, light, strength, 
comfort, there you will have them all — dearly pur- 
chased, but freely bestowed. 

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sins of the world. He gave himself for the 
church, that he might sanctify and cleanse it ; and 
present it to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it 
should be holy and without blemish. God will 
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give US nothing for our own sake, but he will deny * 
us nothing for Christ's sake. He giveth grace and 
glory, and no good thing will he withhold from 
them that walk uprightly. 

O ! what would fallen angels give for the crumbs 
which fall from this table ! 

What is the pool of Bethesda ? What are the 
waters of Siloam to this blessed fountain, which 
cleanseth from all sin, and heals all our spiritual 
maladies ? 

O, my soul, what wilt thou render to the Lord 
for all his gifts to thee ? Give him thy love, and 
faithful services will naturally follow. Blush, O 
my soul, that thou shouldst be so sparing in thy 
acknowledgments. 

But didst thou not receive gifts for men, yea, 
for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them ? And is this all ? Must we part 
again so soon? O thou, the Hope of Israel, and 
Saviour thereof in time of trouble, why shouldst 
thou be as a stranger in the land, and as a way- 
faring man that tarneth aside to tarry for the 
night ? Make up the shortness of thy visits by 
the frequency of them ; and grant us faith to ex- 
pect, and patience to wait for that happy time, 
when we shall stand before the throne of God, and 
serve thee day and night in thy temple ; and when 
He that sitteth upon the throne shall indeed dwell 
among us, and so shall we ever be with the Lord, 
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MEDITATION IIL 

[August 7y 1757.] 



JOHN XX. 28. 

MY LOnu AND MY COD. 



Only enable me to say that, and I ask no more. 
A miser looks over his estate, and thinks himself 
happy that he can say, *' My houses, my lands, 
my possessions, my treasure." Blessed Jesus ! I am 
as rich and as happy as I desire to be, or as I can 
be, till I get to heaven ; if I have faith enough to 
lay hold on thee, as my Lord and my God. It is 
this blessed proprietorship wherein my life and 
happiness consist. Common humanity obliges 
me to rejoice in thy favours to mankind. But what 
were I the better that thou art Lord of the universe, 
if thou art not my Lord? What comfort could I 
take in thy being a God to others, if thou art not a 
God to me ? Show me some token for good ; 
something that may support my tottering faith, and 
assure me of my interest in thee, and thy goodness 
to me, as really as if I had been permitted to put 
my finger into the prints of the nails, ai^d thrust my 
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hand into thy side. And while others are strong* 
in faith, giving glory to God, I look up to thee, 
hiessed Jesus, who art the Author and Finisher of 
thy people's faith, that thou wilt regard the day 
of small things; that thou wilt not hreak the 
hruised reed, nor quench the smoking flax ; that 
thou wilt pity the weakness of my faith, forgive 
my unbelieving and distrustful jealousy, banish my 
guilty fears, confirm my wavering hopes, and ena- 
ble me, before I go away, with a well-grounded 
confidence, to say, " My Lord and my God." 

Those words are the noble confession of Thomas's 
faith, after a week of painful uncertainty and doubt. 
And what are we better than Thomas, to whom He 
might with the greatest propriety address himself, 
and say, ** O ye of little faith, wherefore did ye 
doubt?" I will, therefore, give a short view of that 
remarkable story, as it may suggest something that 
may be of service to ourselves, under the like 
temptations to unbelief. 

The first appearance of the newly-risen Saviour 
was to Mary, who mistook him for the gardener. 
It is no uncommon thing for the Saviour to disguise 
himself, to try the a£Pection and faith of his people. 
Sometimes he will seem a stranger, as to the dis- 
ciples at Enimaus ; and happy is he that can dis- 
cover his Saviour in all forms ; that receives and 
loves him in every shape and character. His 
habit and appearance may ofttimes vary ; but his 
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voice is always the same : and whenever his sheep 
hear it, they know him and follow him. No sooner 
did he say, " Mary," to the one ; and, " It is /," 
to the other, than their fears and their sorrows 
^ere instantly forgot. If his first appearance was 
to Mary, the second was to Peter, who had denied 
him ; that he who had heen an aggravated sinner, 
and a most passionate mourner, might first of all 
receive the greatest consolations. And, hlessed he 
his name, that is not the only instance in which, 
where sin had abounded, his grace did much more 
abound. Mary, overjoyed at the sight of him 
whom her soul loved, would fain have held him 
fast ; but so eager was he to have the joyful tidings 
communicated to his broken-hearted disciples, that 
he immediately dismisses her with that astonishingly 
tender message : ** Go tell my brethren, that I as- 
cend to my Father, and your Father ; to my God, 
and your God." He might have said, *' Go tell 
my faint-hearted and cowardly disciples, who pro- 
fessed when there was no danger, that though they 
should die with me, yet would they not deny me ; 
yet in the day of my distress they all forsook me 
and fled; and especially that boasting apostate 
Peter : go tell them that I dismiss them from my 
service. I have, without their assistance, tri- 
umphed over death and hell ; and since they hid 
their faces from me, as if they were ashamed or 
afraid to own a relation to me, I disown them for 
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my friends, and discard them as utterly unfit for 
the difficult and dangerous service in which I in- 
tended to employ them." If human resentment 
had dictated the message, it is likely this had been 
the purport of it. But to let Ujs see how high his 
thoughts are above our thoughts, and his ways 
above ours, he says, to Mary, "Go tell my breth- 
ren," &c. O thou Divine forgiver, how sweetly 
dost thou here assure us that thou canst be touched 
with the feeling of thy people's infirmities; and 
that when once thou hast set thy love upon us, and 
chosen us out of the world to be thy friends and 
favourites, it shall not be in the power of unallowed 
and lamented failing, however aggravated, to un- 
brother and separate us from thy love. How unlike 
our Divine Pattern, are our uncharitable censures 
and inveterate resentments! Teach us, blessed 
Jesus, like thyself, when most grievously injured, 
even by those who would call themselves our fiiends^ 
to forgive and forget. 

Another thing in thb message, in which the 
wisdom and tenderness of the Redeemer is remark- 
able, is that he would by these. means prevent their 
being surprised and terrified by his personal ap- 
pearance. Strong consolations unseasonably ad- 
ministered may prove injurious. Had Jesus broken 
in upon them abruptly, before they had received 
any certain account of his being risen, it had veiy 
probably confounded and frightened them; and 
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their joy had been more fatal than their grief. But 
he who knew their frame, and how little they could 
bear of either at a time^ kindly suited himself to their 
weakness; and, by smaller mercies, made way for 
a greater ; and prepared them by those tender mes- 
sages of love, for that more immediate manifestatioa 
of himself, which he soon intended them. Let this 
by the way check our impatience, and encourage 
us, when we walk in darkness and see no light, 
still to trust in the name of the Lord, and stay out* 
selves upon our God ; nothing doubting but in the 
eventime it shall be light, and that, at one time or 
other, though perhaps it may not be till midnight, 
when all the doors are shiit upon us, he will come 
in, we scarcely know how, and cheer our drooping 
spirits, with a " Peace be unto you." 

So he did to the disciples. It was in the night 
when the doors were shut, when the disciples were 
assembled, for fear of the Jews, that Jesus came 
and stood in the midst, and said, *^ Peace be unto 
you.'' If it had not been for the message by 
Mary, which I just now mentioned, it must have 
startled them to see a person, whom they knew to 
have been dead and buried, stand before them ; 
especially at such a time, when night, and the fear 
of their own safety, might make them mote apt to 
receive terrifying apprehensions. But a revived 
Saviour is a reviving sight ; and the confirmation 
which their faith and hope thereby received, sweetly 
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removed till the troublesome suggestions of their 
fear, and turned their doubting into confidence, and 
their trembling into joy. And the disciples were 
glad when they saw the Lord. Thomas was pre> 
vented, either by his fears, or indolence, or some 
other engagement, from being present at that happy 
meeting. We know not what we lose by once absent-^ 
ing ourselves from the public assemblies. Christ may 
manifest himself to his waiting worshippers, while 
those who causelessly stay at home are left to be* 
wail their folly in discouraging doubts, and a dark- 
ness that may be felt. They told him they had seen 
the Lord; but he condemns their credulity, and 
imputes it all to some apparition, or the melancholy 
workings of their own imaginations ; and resolves 
that he would not be so imposed upon ; for, says he, 
<' Except I see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and 
thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe." 
Foolish man I Who would be a loser by his ob- 
stinacy? How little was he acquainted with the 
ways of faith I Did he consider .that faith comes 
by hearing ? Was it any thing impossible or im- 
probable which they had related ? Was it not what 
his Divine Master had foretold and promised ? 
Who can wonder then, that, while they were filled 
with joy and peace in believing, Thomas was justly 
punished for his unbelief and rashness ? He might 
have suffered more ; and we can never admire 
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enough the infinite condescension of a Saviour, 
that oflFered a conviction upon his own terms, though 
they were so very unreasonable and bold. 

But we are told, that after eight days ; that is, 
on that day se'nnight, (so great an honour was put 
upon the first day of a week which was to be 
thenceforward observed as the christian sabbath,) 
—after eight days, again his disciples were within, 
and Thomas with them. Then came Jesus, (he 
doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, 
« Peace be unto you." And then, turning to 
Thomas, to let them see that he understood their 
thoughts afar oflF, that he heard the discourses, and 
knew the scruples of that dissatisfied disciple 
without the least upbraiding severity of language 
or behaviour, he said to him, " Reach hither thy 
^nger, and behold my hands ; and reach hither thy 
hand, and thrust it into my side : and be not faith- 
less, but believing ;" as if he should say, <* Thomas 
I know perfectly the situation of thy mind ; how 
full of anxiety and distress. But O ! thou of little 
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ? Why wouldst 
thou not credit the concurrent testimony of all thy 
brethren? Couldst thou believe that I would im- 
pose upon them with a spectre or an apparition ? 
Hast thou so forgotten all the assurances and ex- 
pressions of my sincere regard for them, as to 
think that I would join with their enemies to de- 
ceive and mock them ? Didst thou question the 
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truth of what I had more than once told thee and 
them, that they should destroy this hody, and after 
three days I would raise it up again ? Or didst 
thou question my power to make it good ? Were 
not the resurrection of Lazarus after he had heen 
four days buried, and all the other miracles I 
wrought, sufficient to convince you, that all power 
was committed to me ? Surely thou must acknow- 
ledge thy scruples had no real foundation. Per- 
haps they sprung from envy. Thou wouldst not 
believe I was risen, because I did not appear to 
thee when I appeared to them ; but was it not thy 
own fault, and didst thou expect that I should 
follow thee in thy wanderings ? If thou hadst not 
left my service, thou hadst not lost my presence. 
When the disciples were assembled together, thy 
place only was empty. I love them that love me ; 
and those that seek me early shall find me. But, 
however, I perceive the integrity of thy heart 
through this accidental cloud, and I will indulge 
thee in the satisfaction thou requirest ; thou shalt 
want no evidence that I died for thy sins, and that 
I am risen again for thy justification. Reach 
hither thy finger, and behold my hands ; and reach 
hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side ; and 
let no temptation ever more prevail with thee, to 
question the reality of my resurrection, or the 
continuance of my love." 

It is not said that Thomas kept his resolution, 
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and actually made the trial; it is more probable 
that the words and look of his Divine Master car- 
ried conviction with them ; and that his bursting 
heart could only find vent for that rapturous excla- 
mation, '' My Lord and my God ! It is he indeed, 
it can be no other ; none but my God could know, 
none but my Saviour Jesus could foi^ve my ob- 
stinate unbelief. How am I astonished at myself 
and thee ! I scarcely know which to admire most, 
the weakness of my faith, or the strength of thy 
love. How wonderful that thou shoulds^ stoop so 
low, to satisfy the overbold request of the most 
unworthy of thy disciples ! I will have no other 
God beside thee. No other Lord shall have do- 
minion over me ; and I humbly hope that no cir- 
cumstancf^, however dark and discouraging, will 
ever more tempt me to question the power, grace, 
or faithfulness of my Lord and my God." 

And now, my fellow-christians, we are assembled 
together like the disciples, to commemorate the 
resurrection of the Redeemer, and Consolation of 
Israel. Blessed be God, that we are not yet drawn 
to the necessity of holding our assemblies in the 
night for fear of any one, though we know not 
how soon we may be so ; and, if we should, we see 
it is no new thing. Enemies, indeed, we have 
enough ; but they are such as the doors of our 
house are no manner of security against, unless we 
can shut the door of our hearts. The enemy that 
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delights to sow tares ; that wicked one who t^omes 
and takes awaj any good seed that may be sown ; 
that implacable adversary of our souls, who, like a 
roaring lion, goeth about seeking to devour, will 
find means to disturb and terrify us. And even if 
we could be so happy as effectually to shut the 
door against him, yet have we such a crowd of 
sinful thoughts and vain imaginations within, as, if 
Jesus do not appear and speak them into peace, we 
should be utterly indisposed either to serve him or 
enjoy him. If the Lord should now vouchsafe to 
honour us with his presence, what would he find 
here but a congregation of unbelieving Thomases ? 
Perhaps we can recollect the time, when, as W0 
were sitting in the ship mending our nets, or sit- 
ting at the receipt of custom, or following our 
several callings, Jesus passed by and said to us, 
*' Follow me." We immediately left all and fol- 
lowed him. We forsook father and mother, houses 
and land, and denied ourselves ; and took up our 
cross, and professed ourselves his disciples. We 
can recollect, perhaps, a thousand times, when the 
multitude being dismissed, and none present but 
the Saviour and ourselves, he has manifested him- 
self to us in a manner he does not unto the world ; 
and we thought it good to be there, and were for 
pitching tabernacles there, and never, never going 
down from that happy mount. We may very 
possibly, also, have known the time when our love 
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was SO great, and our zeal so fervent, that we 
wished to go and die with him ; and resolved, that 
though all men should forsake him, yet would not 
we. But, alas ! the trial declared our cowardice. 
When he was taken, and by wicked hands cruci- 
fied and slain, we hid, as it were, our faces from 
him, and actually forsook him, and fled, and left 
, him in the judgment- hall, to the mercy of his ene- 
mies, undefended and alone. Perhaps, a fear of 
suffering, or a fear of ridicule, has made us, if not 
with Peter to curse and to swear that we know 
not the man, yet with Thomas to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together, and so to lose his 
company and blessing. Whatever be the unhappy 
cause, it is long since we enjoyed the presence and 
smiles of him whom our souls love. Thou hast 
appeared, time after time, to one and another, and 
to all of our fellow-disciples, and we rejoice in their 
privilege ; but we must have a God and Saviour of 
our own. The hart does not more eagerly pant 
after the water-brooks, than our souls pant, and 
breathe, and long for thee. We can charge our 
darkness and distress on no one but ourselves : 
but it is from thee only, O thou Sun of righteous- 
ness, who art the light and the life of men, that 
we expect relief. If thou art not there, the best 
ordinances are wells without water ; and the kindest 
endeavours of our fellow-christians to cheer us, 
are taIq and ineffectual; and nothing but the 
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immediate presence and fresh endearments of our 
much injured but best loved Friend and Saviour, can 
dispel our guilty, gloomy fears, and revive our long- 
lost hope, confidence, and joy. From wandering 
in the highways and hedges, almost as poor, and 
as blind, and as halt and maimed as when we first 
received thy kind invitation, we now again present 
ourselves at thy table. It is here thou art often 
seen like a king in his beauty. It is here thou 
openest the treasures of thy grace ; and, with rich 
variety, satisfiest the poor with good things. It is 
here that thou hast often, with no more apparent 
provision than a few loaves, fed many thousand 
souls, that must otherwise have perished in the 
wilderness. It is here, at this gospel Bethesda, 
that thou hast met many a cripple, who has long 
lain waiting for the moving of the waters, and bid 
him rise, take up his bed and walk. Here, 
also, even in breaking of bread, hast thou been 
known, to the inexpressible astonishment and joy 
of thy sorrowing disciples. 

Hither, therefore, are we come, in humble hope 
of having fellowship with the Father, and. with his 
Son, Christ Jesus. O ! thou, who canst have com- 
passion on the ignorant, and them that are out of 
the way, cast us not away from thy presence. 
Send us not empty away. Disperse the cloud that 
has long separated between our souls and thee, 
and manifest thyself to each of us so sweetly and 
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SO sensibly, as shall force us all to cry out, with 
faith and grateful admiration, '^ My Lord and my 
God." 

His wounds are laid open, that you may see 
into his bleeding heart; that you may be pre- 
vailed upon to quit all other shelters, and flee into 
the cleft of the rock here opened, saying, '' This is 
my rest, and here will I dwell." 

O ! reach hither thy finger, and behold his 
hands, &c. Would to God thy repentance was as 
real as his sufferings. 

What art thou made of, O my soul, that thou 
art not all on fire at the sight of such amazing 
love. 

If thou canst doubt of any thing now, it must 
be the sincerity of thy own love, not of his. 

Lord, I believe ; help thou my unbelief. 

Turn ye to the strong-hold, ye prisoners of hope. 

O thou who hearest the ravens when they cry, 
do not give us stone when we ask for bread; and 
when we beg for fish, do not, as we have provoked 
thee to do, give us a scorpion. 

Open our mouths wide, and then fill and satisfy 
the desires of our souls. 

Come, and see the wells of salvation opened, the 
stone rolled away, and the water of life flowing 
freely and plentifully. 

In the last, that great day of the feast, Jesus 
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stood and cried, ** If any man thirst, let him come 
unto me and drink.*' 

I will drink and forget my poverty, and remem- 
ber my misery no more ; for if I have Christ, I 
have all and abound : if I am Christ's, all things 
are mine. 

And now, my fellow-cbristians, I need not say, 
'' Blessed are ye that have seen, and have be- 
lieved." The cheerfulness of your countenances 
declares the cheerfulness of your hearts. With 
such sights as those you have now had, you could 
not but believe ; and with such endearments, you 
could not but be blessed. And is this the happy 
condition of all ? Is there no soul that thinks itself 
forgotten and passed by? Are there no humble, 
waiting, weeping christians that want to see Jesus ; 
but, being little of stature, and weak in faith, 
could not get near enough for the crowd, and who 
are ready to rise from this table, without having 
tasted of the cup of consolation, and with nothing 
but the remembrance of the years of ancient times 
to support their sinking spirits 1 To them it may 
not be unseasonable to urge, what the only wise 
God and Saviour has added, ^' Blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed." 



MEDITATION IV. 

December 7, 1760. 

john'xiv. 2. 
i 00 to prepare a place for you. 



Ah ! dearest Saviour, is it to thee we are indebted 
for a seat in heavenly places ? We have been won- 
dering at the delightful description that was given 
of that elevated spot, the centre of all joy and glory, 
the sum of all felicity and honour ; and, at every 
new discovery, we could not help saying to our- 
selves, *' Can all this be designed for me? Is it 
possible, even for the bounty and compassion of 
<jrod, to raise such a contemptible worm as I to 
such exalted dignity and bliss V* But now we come 
to find that heaven is a place of thy preparing, our 
wonder cease th, or rather takes a new turn ; and 
whereas we wondered before at the grandeur of the 
place, and the riches of the glory to be there pos- 
sessed, now we wonder at the price which pur- 
chased it, and the love that bestows it so freely on 
creatures so mean and unworthy. We were 
outcasts and aliens, sold under sin, and bond-slaves 
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to Satan; and, therefore, before one of our 
apostate and condemned race could have any hope 
of heaven, our debts must be discharged, our sins 
forgiven, our sentence of condemnation reversed, 
our ransom paid, our enemies subdued, and our 
God reconciled. More than this: we had not 
only no fight, but we had no meetness for such an 
elevated station. Our carnal minds were full of 
enmity agamst God and goodness, and there was 
much to be done in us, as well as for us. Our 
hearts must be softened, our understandings en- 
lightened, our aflFections spiritualized, and our whole 
natures sanctified and renewed. • And O ! what 
humiliation, what pains, what extreme agonies of 
body and mind did it cost the blessed Jesus to re- 
deem us from sin and Satan, and bring us to desire 
and relish the services and pleasures of holiness 
and heaven ! And yet all this he readily submitted 
to. He became flesh, and dwelt among us. He 
became a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. He was made a sin-offering for us, though 
he knew no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him. He was made a 
curse for us, to redeem us from the curse of the 
law, and entitle us to the blessing. He became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, 
that we might not perish, but have everlasting life. 
All this he did and suffered, to procure a place for 
us m the kingdom of his Father. If he had not 
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acted and suffered in this manner, O christians, 
think what a very different place we had now heen 
in : a place of torments, a dark and doleful dun- 
geon, a lake that burns with fire and brimstone, a 
place prepared for the devil and his angels I There 
had we every one of us been confined for ever, if 
the Lord had not plucked us as brands out of the 
burning. The law was haling us to the judge, 
and the judge would have delivered us to the 
officer, and we should have been cast into the 
prison, from whence we should never, never have 
escaped, if our Divine Friend had not stood forth 
and , said, '* Deliver them from going down into 
the pit, for I have found a ransom." This was 
enough to excite our warmest and most devout 
acknowledgments ; that he should free us from 
condemnation, that he should throw a covering over 
destruction, and deliver us from the wrath to come. 
O how thankful would fallen angels be, to be 
only released from these galling chains, by which 
they are kept in expectation of more dreadful and 
confirmed misery I 

But this is not all : having procured our liberty, 
he provides for our happiness; having finished 
that part of his undertaking which was to be trans- 
acted on earth, he goes back again to heaven, to 
put all things in order for our reception and enter- 
tainment. See how seasonably and tenderly he 
arms his disciples against the sinkings of sorrow, 
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and the suggestions of unbelief. *•' Let not your 
hearts be troubled." Alas ! bow could it be other- 
wise ? How was it possible for faithful and a£Fec* 
tionate disciples, not to mourn and to be fall of the 
most uneasy apprehensions, when he who was their 
Master, their Head, their Life, was about to leave 
them. " But,*' says Christ, " your fears are ground- 
less : you believe in God, believe also in me : 
ye profess to believe and rely upon God^s wisdom, 
power, and faithfulness ; let me tell you / myself 
am as wise, as powerful, and as true, for I and my 
Father are one." Then he goes on : ** In my 
Father 8 house are many mansions,** This was 
another circumstance highly encouraging. Here 
we have no continuing city, our situation and our 
circumstances perpetually changing ; and it is no 
wonder if, in such an unsettled state, our comforts 
are interrupted and precarious. Besides, we are 
strangers and sojourners, as all our fathers were, in 
a far country; and must not expect all the con* 
veniences and accommodations we have at home. 
But, in our Father's house (for his Father is our 
Father, and his God is our God) there are many 
mansions ; a building of God, a bouse not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. There we 
may safely say, " Soul, take thine ease." There 
we may rest. There we may live and triumph for 
ever, without any danger, without any possibility 
of removal or decay. ^^ Jfit were not so^ I would 
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have told you" says Christ. He is the faithfuI^ 
and true Witness, and would never encourage us to 
expect what God never intended to hestow. If there 
had not heen room enough in his Father's house, and 
bread enough and to spare ; if we were likely to 
be disappointed in our expected recompense of re- 
ward, he would certainly have undeceived us. It is 
almost blasphemy to mention such a thing. " I go 
to prepare a place for you,** Gracious Saviour, 
if we consider ourselves only, any place in all thy 
vast creation were good enough for us, and the 
lowest place in heaven infinitely too good. But, 
when we consider thee, the dignity of thy person, 
the extremity of thy sufferings, and the value of 
thy blood, our expectations rise high ; and nothing 
that is great and good, not even the greatest and 
best that heaven can afford or that God can bestow, 
seems an equivalent to the price which thou hast 
paid for it. This single circumstance serves more 
to aggrandize our notions of heaven, than the 
longest and most minute descriptions. It is the 
place which the eternal Son of God purchased with 
his own blood. It is the place which the King of 
saints has prepared for the residence and portion of 
his friends and favourites. What a dignity does 
this confer upon human nature ! How are we 
hereby led to reverence ourselves, when we see 
how important we are in Christ*s esteem, that he 
would go himself to prepare a place for us. As if 
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he doubted the ability or affection of angeb ; as if 
he thought that none could provide well enough for 
his brethren ; he would go in person, and see that 
every thing was ready. O ! how do we despise 
the world and all things in it, when we think of 
the preparations that he has made in heaven, for 
our future settlement. And such is the greatness 
of his condescension, and the strength of his love, 
that, as if he could not enjoy heaven without us, 
as if the time of our separation seemed as tedious 
to himself as it doth to us, he says, '^ And if I ^o 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again^ 
and receive you to myself." Could it ever be 
imagined that he would be at such vast pains and 
expense to purchase and prepare a place for his 
faithful and affectionate disciples, and after all for- 
get them or desert them ? No ; having loved his 
own, he will love them to the end. As certainly 
as ever he is gone before, to take possession in our 
name and stead, so surely he will come again, in 
the fulness of time, to receive us to himself, that 
where he is, there we may be also. And it is 
this, my fellow-christians, this is the heaven of 
heaven. 

Notwithstanding all the glorious things that are 
spoken of thee, O thou city of the living God, it 
would be an unfurnished solitary place, if Jesus 
were not there. And now, O my soul, what have 
I rendered, what can I render to the Lord for all 
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bis benefits towards me ? Has my Idye, my grati- 
tude, or my obedience^ been any way proportioned 
to such mighty obligations ? Would any one ima- 
gine, by my cold and distant behaviour towards 
him, that I owed all my hopes of heaven to his 
merits and mediation ? Could it be known, from 
the vanity and worldliness of my temper and con- 
versation, that I had ever been with Jesus of 
Galilee ? True, indeed, my best affections and best 
services would be of little worth ; but should not he 
have them all ? What a rock of ice is this heart of 
mine, which ail this love and mercy will not melt ! 
Draw nearer, O my soul, and look again to this 
surprising spectacle of love. See how much he 
endured, and think ^rom whom, and ybr whom he 
endured it. See with what silent majesty he stands 
before the bar of his own creatures : see with what 
spiteful indignation they procure false witnesses 
to accuse him : see with what insult and cruelty 
they bind, and blind, and buffet him : see how they 
lead him as a lamb to the slaughter ; and, as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth 
not his mouth : see where he hangs between two 
thieves : see how the blood flows from his head, 
and hands, and feet, and heart. Hark ! how pas- 
sionately he complains, not of the sharpness of his 
bodily pains, but of the withdrawment of his hea- 
venly Father ! And, specially hark ! how, with his 
dying breath, he prays for the forgiveness of his 
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persecutors ! And was all this for me ? Did the 
Son of God undergo all this, and more than all 
this, to purchase and prepare a place for me ? 
Me ; a poor, despicable, wicked, worthless worm ? 
I can no longer resist such kindness. I will love 
thee, O Lord my King. I will follow thee, whi- 
thersoever thou goest. I will make no terms with 
thee, so that thou wilt but prepare heaven for me, 
and prepare me for heaven. I cheerfully leave all 
the rest to thy management and disposal. And my 
business now at thy table is, to declare before all 
the world my poverty and guilt; and to avow 
that I humbly and thankfully accept of eternal life, 
as the gift of God, through Jesus Christ my Lord. 

" For I have received of the Lord that which 
filso I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus 
the same night in which he was betrayed took 
bread : and when he had given thanks, he brake 
it, and said, Take, eat : this is my body, which is 
broken for you : this do in remembrance of me. 
After the same manner also he took the cup 
when he had supped, saying. This cup is the 
new testament in my blood : this do ye, as oft as 
ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
show the Lord's death till he come," 1 Cor. 
xi. 23—26. 

And now, my fellow-christians, shall Christ be 
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at such trouble and expense to prepare a place for 
uSf and shall we be no more solicitous to prepare a 
place for Him ? Shall he provide mansions for us 
in heaven, and shall we deny him a place where to 
lay his head on earth ? Let gratitude to Jesus, 
let love to our own souls, engage ns to provide for 
his entertainment. Let us prepare a place for him 
here, in his house, by the soundness of our doc- 
trine, by the strictness of our discipline, by the 
sincerity and fervour of our worship. Let us in- 
vite and secure his presence, that this may be the 
habitation which he hath chosen, the place where 
he will delight to dwell : that here he may walk 
amidst the golden candlesticks, and command a 
blessing on many souls, on all our souls, even life 
for evermore. 

Let us prepare a place for him in our houses. 
Let family sins be repented of and forsaken ; let 
family duties be remembered and practised ; that 
Christ may come and bring salvation to our houses, 
and be a frequent guest, if not a constant inhabit- 
ant there. 

Let us prepare a place for him in our hearts. 
Let us put away all filthiness, both of flesh and 
spirit ; let us drive out the buyers and Isellers, vain 
thoughts and carnal affections, that our souls may 
be pure temples for the living Grod, that Christ 
may dwell in our hearts by faith, and that, 
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abiding in Christ, and Christ abiding in us, we 
may bear much fruit. 

In short, while Christ is busy in heaven, let not 
us be idle on earth. Let us be as zealous in his 
cause, as he is in ours ; and, in a little while, he 
that shall come wiU come, and will not tarry ; and 
his reward is with him : and then all those places, 
which he hath prepared in glory, shall be filled with 
those whom he hath prepared by grace ; and, with 
Christ in us, and God in Christ, we shall be all 
made perfect in one. 



MEDITATION V. 

[April 1, 1781.] 

JOHN XVI. 27. 
FOR THE FATHER HIMSELF LOVETH YOU. 



You have heard this many times to-day. O ! chris- 
tianSy I could repeat it ever so many times more; 
" The Father liimself loveth you." It is Christ 
himself that says so; and he must surely know 
whether it he so or not. But I want no one to 
tell me so. Such a feast, and myself invited^ are 
sufficient demonstrations of his .love. If he had 
not loved me, would he have done such great things 
for me ? Would he have at all concerned himself 
about me ? But, especially, would he have sent 
his Son to seek and save me ? Would he have 
bruised him and put him to grief, and made his soul 
an offering for my sin ? If he had not loved me, would 
he have bid me look unto Jesus ? Would he have 
called me, and inclined and enabled me to come ? 
If he had not loved me, would he have brought 
me into his banquetting house ? I was perishing 
with hunger, and all through my own fault. I 
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had left his house, and squandered his bounties; 
and if he had left me to starve, he would have done 
right, for I had done wickedly. But would he 
have rescued me from death ; would he have made 
me to eat angels' food, if he had not loved me ? 
Yes, yes ; the evidences of his love are clear 
enough. But it is the effects of his love, and 
its influences upon my heart, that I want more 
to see. 

Come then, christians, muse upon this Divine 
love till the fire bum. What grace would you 
wish to exercise at this time ? Perhaps you would 
be glad to have your hearts more humbled and bro- 
ken for sin. Why, then, think of the love of God : 
nothing will make the reflection of your sins wound 
deeper. There are, indeed, many other aggrava- 
tions; as when sins are committed against light 
and knowledge, against checks of conscience and 
sacramental views. But if your hearts are im- 
pressed with a sense of their having been commit- 
ted against the love of God, it will affect and hum- 
ble you more than all the rest. What, O my soul, 
has the blessed God had me in his thoughts so early 
and so often ? Has he been continually thinking 
how to save and bless me, and to do me good in 
time and to eternity? What a most ungrateful 
wretch then have I been, to live so much without 
God in the world as I have done ! to have him 
so little in my thoughts ! Does he lov€ to think 
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Qf me, and shall it be a burden to me to set apart 
a time for Divine meditation ? 

Again, Has he expressed a desire to have me 
with him, and appointed the time and place; and 
been always so punctual to the appointment, as if 
it were important to meet me and bless me with 
some new discoveries and communications of his 
love, what a wretch have I been, to discover 
such a backwardness to attend upon him ! such 
an indi£Ference about his presence ; as if I could be 
content with coming hither, whether I saw him or 
not I Has God expressed such a delight in my 
prayers ; and assured me, that come as often as I 
would I should be welcome ? What a stupid wretch 
am I to pray so seldom, and to put him off with 
such cold formal distracted prayers, as if I went 
on purpose to affront him ! How could I so abuse 
his kindness? Has God been so quick as to re- 
sent any injury done to me ? has he been always as 
tender of me as of the apple of his eye ? But, 
alas! where has been my resentment of injuries 
and affronts offered to him? How often have I 
seen and heard his name dishonoured, and his com- 
mandments broken, with all the indifference and un- 
concern imaginable ! Has God been so profuse in 
his gifts to me, gifts of providence, and gifts of 
grace, and kept back nothing that would do me 
good ? How inexcusable is it in me, to think a little 
of my time, and a little of my substance to be 
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enough to part with for him. The more I reflect 
upon the love of God, the more I hate myself for 
the hase and disingenuous requital of it. I could 
not have thought that I had been half so wicked , 
if I had not seen so much of the love of God 
to me. 

Or, perhaps, you would wish to have faith in 
exercise. Why, then, think of the love of God. 
We are backward to trust those of 'whose love we 
are suspicious. But when we are persuaded that 
they are sincere in their professions of kindness 
and friendship, we can easily and entirely confide 
in them. It is so here. If God had been a per- 
fect stranger to me, or one that I had only heard 
of by the hearing of my ear, but had never any 
familiar intercourse with him, it would have been 
no great wonder if I had been sometimes diflident 
and distrustful : but now that I have known him 
so long, and known him so well, now that he has 
in so many ways discovered his love to me, and 
told me of still greater and better things which he 
has in store for me hereafter, I must believe him. 
It is impossible to doubt his making good his pro- 
mise. I could trust him for any thing. 

Once more. Perhaps you would wish to have 
your love more vigorous and inflamed. Why, then, 
think of the love of God ; for, as we say, ** Love 
begets love i" and endeavour to think of it with 
appropriation. 
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The Father himself loveth you, O if I could but 
be sure of that, I should love him with all my heart, 
and with all my soul, and with all my mind, and 
with all my strength ; but now I am afraid it would 
be presumption. Presumption is, indeed, a dan- 
gerous thing, and too common. But without en- 
tering into an argument about the matter, I ask, 
in one word, Do you love God? Why, then, you 
may be sure that he loves you. For, as the apostle 
says, ** We love him because he first loved us." 
If you can hope that this is your case, then make 
ah attempt to apply those discoveries of God's love 
in the instances before mentioned. 

O, my soul, is it really so ; that the great God 

of heaven has a regard for me ? Does the Father 

himself love me ? What ! such a sinful provoking 

worm as I ? Does Gk)d think of me thoughts of 

peace, and not of evil ? Does he vouchsafe to dwell 

with me now ; and does he djBsign to take me to 

dwell with him in his kingdom above for ever? 

Is he well pleased with my poor prayers ? Has he 

bestowed such gifts upon me? Now I know that 

he loves me, seeing he has not withheld his Son, 

his only Son from me. What! and is Jesus 

mine ? His wisdom mine ? His righteousness mine ? 

His power mine ? His glory mine ? Is it really so, 

and my heart still unaffected ? O thou who 

touchest the mountains and they smoke, touch my 

frozen heart with a live coal from the altar, that, 
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while I am musing upon this amazing love of God 
to me, I may feel my love to him kindled into a 
bright and heavenly flame; that I may be gm^ 
dually made meet for that better world, of more 
perfect vision and enjoyment; where I shall know 
as I am known, and love as I am loved. 

Haste my Beloved, and remove 

These interposing days; 
Then shall my passions all be love. 

And all my powers be praise. 

*' For I have received of the Lord that which 
also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the 
same night in which he was betrayed took bread : 
and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
said. Take, eat : this is my body, which is broken 
for you : this do in remembrance of me. After the 
same manner also he took the cup, when he had 
supped, saying. This cup is the new testament in 
my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's 
death till he come." 1 Cor. xi. 23—26. 

Christians, you have been now contemplating 
and admiring the love of Grod to you, and most 
solemnly professing your love and gratitude to him. 
It remains now to make it appear, that you love 
not in word only, but in deed and in truth. While 
you are here round his table, with such sights 
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before you, it is impossible not to love him. But 
the time will be, when you go out again into the 
world; when this thing entices, and that thing 
entices ; when you meet with many things that 
solicit your affections : then imagine that you hear 
God whispering, '^ Lovest thou me more than 
these? Show that you do by giving up every 
competition." 

Love not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world. If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. Know ye not, that 
the friendship of the world is enmity with God ? 
whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world 
is the enemy of God. 

The Lord direct your hearts into the love of 
God, and into the patient waiting for Christ. 
Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God^ even 
bur Father, which hath loved us, and hath given 
us everlasting consolation and good hope through 
grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish you in 
every good word and work. 



MEDITATION VI. 

[OctolMff 1, 1786.} 



PROVERBS XXIII. 1. 



WHEN THOU SITTEST TO EAT WITH A RULER, CONSIDER 
DIUGENTLY WHAT 18 BEFORE THEE. 



This is a seasonable caution : that, when Jesus has 
brought us into his banquetting house, and con- 
descends to offer to sup with us, and invites us to 
sup with him, we may not, bj an unsuitable beha- 
viour, spoil all. 

You can easily imagme what you should do if 
you were invited to the table of an earthly prince. 
Not a little pleased with the honour that was done 
you by the invitation, when so many of your neigh- 
bours were left out, you would be anxiously wishing 
for the time, and anticipating the pleasure you 
expected at the royal banquet ; and, when the day 
was come, you would be early at your preparations ; 
and, when introduced into the palace, and bid to 
take your place among the guests, the presence of 
the sovereign, and so many of the nobility, would 
strike an awe upon your minds, and you would be 
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particularly carefal of what you said and what you 
did, that you might not give o£fence by an indecent 
levity or intemperance; especially if the king 
should, in the course of the entertainment, address 
himself particularly to you, and speak kindly to 
you, and offer you the best things at the table : it 
would be your boast all your lives after, that you 
had sat at the same table with a king ; and yet this 
honour have all the saints: praise ye the Lord. 
This honour — ^yes, and a much greater honour, 
for you are now sitting at the table of the Prince 
of Peace, the Ruler of rulers. King of kings, and 
Lord of lords ; and therefore, christians, it highly 
behoves us to consider diligently what is before us. 
To consider where we are, and what we are about ; 
and to take care that we do not, by a slovenly 
undress, or by carelessness and inattention, draw 
upon ourselves that most mortifying censure, 
** Friend, how earnest thou in hither, not having 
on the wedding garment?" I say therefore, again, 
consider diligently what is before thee ; consider 
who is before thee. Thou art sitting with a Ruler ; 
consider who and what he is. In one word, it is 
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, '^ God with 
us." The princes and potentates of the earth are 
as nothing before him, yea, less than nothing, and 
vanity. They are satisfied with an external de- 
cency ; indeed they can demand no more ; and 
persons that are well dressed and well bred, may be 
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taken notice of and caressed, though perhaps at 
the same time they hate the prince in their hearts, 
and if an opportunity offered, would the very next 
day appear in arms against him. But the King of 
saints is not to be so put off. He cannot be de- 
ceived, and he will not be mocked ; and when the 
King comes in to see the guests, he looks every 
one through at a glance, and understandeth their 
thoughts afar off. A decent outside is not enough. 
He expects that the soul be dressed ; that there be 
not only grace in reality, but grace in exercise. A 
carnal, yea a trifling state of mind would highly 
displease him. When he -has spread such a table 
for us, and condescends to sit himself at the head 
of it, he expects that all the guests should be full 
of respectful love and joy. And does he find us so ? 
Have we now those lively and elevated affections, 
which on such an occasion might naturally be 
expected from us? Can we say with the spouse, 
'' At our gates are all manner of pleasant fruits, new 
and old, which I have laid up for thee, O my 
beloved V* What ! when our thoughts are so wan- 
dering and so vain ? when our affections are 
engrossed by, or at least are so hankering nfter 
things below ? when our tempers are so soured 
with worldly disappointments, and unbelief is so 
busy ? O christians, in such a state of mind are 
we fit to appear before such a Ruler ? Awake, O 
north wind, and come thou south, and blow upon 
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my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. 
Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his 
pleasant fruit. In this manner we should stir up 
ourselves by the consideration of who is before us : 
and then consider also what is before us — what 
dainties and what duties. It may well be supposed, 
that when a king makes a feast for the marriage of 
his son, the entertainment will be something extra- 
ordinary. This is what we may call the marriage 
supper «f the Lamb. Here he meets his bride ; 
and nothing that heaven can furnish is thought too 
good to bring forth on the occasion. 

The banquet that we eat, 

Is made of heavenly things ; 
Earth has no dainties half sq sweet, 

As our Kedeemer brings. 

To sense it seems only a little insipid bread ; but 
to a spiritual taste it is marrow and fatness. It is 
heavenly manna ; it is angels' food ; it is refresh-^ 
ing, strengthening, immortalizing; sweeter also 
than honey or the honey-comb. It is the well- 
known property of some particular fruit, that it 
hath the frag^ncy and flavour of several of the 
most delicious fruits in it. It is eminently true of 
this bread: it can adapt itself to the wants and 
relish of every guest ; and if you were to hear the 
communicants, after they rise from table, talking of 
the feast they have had, you would hear one say, 
'* I never had a sweeter taste of pardoning love. I 

G 2 
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could hardly help crying out, ^ Who is a God like 
unto thee V I had been for some time before bowed 
down under a sense of guilt. I saw myself such a 
monster of ingratitude, for abusing so much light 
and goodness, that I was ashamed. I was indeed 
afraid to accept the invitation ; for I knew not how 
to think that he would look upon me, or take any 
notice of me, unless it were to reproach me and 
turn me out. But with a generosity peculiar to 
himself, he received me with a smile, and kindly 
said, * Thy sins be forgiven thee, go in peace.*" 

" Well," says another, " it might taste so to you, 
but to me it tasted most of adopting love. When 
he put the bread into my hand, and said, ' This is 
my body, which was broken for you,* it seemed as 
if there were never another sinner in the world be- 
sides me ; at least, as if there were never another 
saved sinner besides me ; and I was ready to ques- 
tion at first, whether my ears did not deceive me. 
For me. Lord ? didst thou say that thy body was 
broken for me ? Why, Lord, for me ? when such 
a one, and such a one, and many that I could men- 
tion, seem more deserving of such a distinction. 

" Why was I made to hear thy voice. 

And enter while there's room ? 
While thousands make a wretched choice. 

And rather starve than come." 

** This is strange," says a third, " and yet I be- 
lieve I have found it so before ; but to-day the pre* 
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dominant taste to me was sanctifying grace. I had 
of late been more than commonly affected with the 
corruption of my nature. I could not bear to think 
how much sin was still cleaving to me. I loathed 
myself in my own sight; and then, thought I, how 
much more loathsome must I be in the sight of 
Him who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity f 
And all my cry wa&, ' Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst 
make me clean ;* so that, when I received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, my faith looked chiefly to the 
sovereign efficacy of his blood to cleanse from all 
unrighteousness; and it seemed as if I felt the 
blood of sprinkling, and heard him say, with a mix- 
ture of majesty and mercy, ' I will; be thou clean.' " 
And so, as I said, one communicant feeds on this 
thing, and another on that ; and if we put all those 
experiences together, it appears that there is a 
blessed fulness of Christ, and that of his fulness 
they have all received, and grace for grace. 

There was reason, therefore, for saying, ** When 
thou eatest with a ruler, consider diligently what is 
before thee." Consider which, of all this blessed 
variety of dainties, is that which is more peculiarly 
suitable to thy present circumstances, and take it 
freely. You are not straitened in him, be not 
straitened in yourselves. You never can want en- 
couragement, while you hear the great and gra- 
cious Ruler of the feast say, " Open thy mouth' 
wide^ and I will fill it. Ask what ye will, and it 
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shall be done unto you. Eat, O friends, drink , 
yea drink abundantly, O beloved." 

Christians, we have now been eating with a 
Ruler ; let us consider diligently what is before us. 
For, surely, some return will be expected from us 
for such a distinguishing favour. Not by way of 
requital, that we can never make, but as a testi- 
mony of the grateful sense we have of the obliga- 
tion. Let us manifest the high esteem we have of 
the dainties we have been now feasting on, by our 
indifference to, and utter dislike of the husks and 
chaff which worldly minds are so fond of. And 
while all their cry is, " Who will show us any 
good ? Who will put us in a way to increase our 
corn and wine ?" let our cry be, ** Lord, evermore 
give us this bread. Let us have it^e access to 
this table, and a fresh taste of this heavenly manna 
which we have been now feasting on, and the pro- 
fits and pleasures of this world take who will." Let 
us admire and proclaim the love and bounty of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who admits his poor disciples to 
such a feast, and to such fellowship here below; 
and let us look and long for the full blessings con- 
tained in those precious words of our Lord, *' Ye 
are they which have continued with me in my 
temptations; and I appoint unto you a kingdom, as 
my Father hath appointed unto me, that ye may 
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit 
on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 



MEDITATION VII. 

[December 3, 1786.] 

LUKE XXII. 15. 

WITH DESIRE I HAVE DESIRED TO EAT THIS PASSOVER WITH 

YOU BEFORE I SUFFER. 



Gracious Saviour ! how thy words cut me to the 
heart. Thy readiness reproaches my stupidity and 
ingratitude. It is / that should have said this. 
When the table was spread , and the guests assem- 
bled, if thou wast pleased to come in and take thy 
seat among us, it was / that should have run to 
meet thee, and said, '* This is my God, I have' 
waited for him. For many weeks have I been 
longing for this day; the hours have seemed to 
move on unusually slow, that I was afraid the time 
would never come. I never desired anything so 
much, as to eat this passover with thee. The 
world would have hindered me ; Satan would have 
hindered me ; but I would not be hindered by any 
of them. My fellow-communicants little think 
what difficulties I have broken through, to keep 
their appouitment ; but, when it was to meet thee, 
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my dearest Friend, my Master, my Lord, and my 
Godj what were difficulties ? The pleasure I pro- 
mised myself, in an hour's enjoyment of thy pre- 
sence, carried me above every discouragement. 
Lord, all my desire is before thee.'' 

This is what we should say. But can we say 
it ? And dare we appeal to Him, who knoweth all 
things, for the truth of it i O ! christians, I am 
afraid there are few among us can hear Christ talk 
of his desiring this sacramental meeting so much, 
without blushing that we desired it no more. 
What can be the reason of it ? I will not presume 
to say positively what it is that has now blunted 
the edge of your desires ; but I will tell you what 
has been the occasion of it in others, that you may 
guard against it in future. One reason, then^ 
why some desire communion with Christ no more 
is, because they desire other things so much. And 
suppose I were to mention sin as one. Even true 
christians, those who have been renewed in the 
spirit of their minds, and by the power of Divine 
grace are made free from sin, and become the 
servants of righteousness, yet may find their cor- 
ruptions stronger, and temptations more engaging 
at one time than another. Now, if there be a 
secret sparing of any sin, in any degree, it will 
prei^ent them from meeting Christ with any free- 
dom and comfort. They will be afraid of what he 
will say to them, and, therefore, will be shy of 
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coming too near. We can never truly desire, I 
am sure we can never truly enjoy communion with 
Christ, hut when we are resolutely set against all 
sin ; when we can pray from our hearts, ** Take 
away all iniquity, and receive us graciously. Take 
all, Lord ; spare not a right hand, nor a right eye : 
out with it ; o£F with it : there is no sin so dear 
hut I will cheerfully sacrifice it, to an interview 
with my infinitely dearer Saviour/' 

Some, again, have heen greatly hindered by the 
world; and we have good authority for saying, 
that if any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. When their afiFections run 
out so strongly after worldly profit or pleasure, they 
cannot spare the time for retirement, meditation, 
self-examination, and prayer. Such preparatory 
work is tedious, and the ordinance itself tasteless. 
Others, again, are kept back by minding their 
carnal ease too much. They do not like the trou- 
ble of it. To inquire into the state of their souls, 
to drive out all lurking impurities, to get grace 
into lively exercise, they had rather stay away, than 
be at so much pains to get ready. Shame upon 
us, christians, that we are so slothful in business ! 
Had Christ consulted his ease, what had become of 
our salvation ? Would it be so if we were rightly 
sensible of our spiritual wants ? or knew the worth 
of spiritual blessings ? Did we really desire a par- 
don, or sanctification, or strength, or grace, to bear 
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and profit by afflictions, or help us against spiritual 
enemies ; or- Divine consolation under sinking sor-^ 
rows — 1 say, did we in earnest desire those bless* 
ings, we should be forward to come to an ordinance 
when we have so near a concern with that blood 
which was the price of all those blessings, and 
with that covenant whereby they are secured. I 
do not say that God confines his special manifesta- 
tions to this ordinance, and that he will never 
communicate any favour but here at his table. 
By no means: your .experience, I know, would 
contradict me. You have often met him, and 
been blessed by him in other duties, and in other 
places. But this I say; that here he has been 
most frequently seen, and most intimately con- 
versed with. It is at this banquet of wine that 
the King of saints receives petitions from his sub- 
jects ; and if he sees them humble and modest, 
and afraid to come forward to him, he kindly con- 
descends to go up to them, and asks of one, 
** What is thy request ?" and of another, ** What 
wilt thou that I shall do unto thee ?" If an earthly 
prince were to publish such a proclamation, that on 
such a day his subjects should have ire^ access to 
him, and liberty to present their petitions, and that 
he would, to the utmost of his power, relieve them 
all, what a flocking would there be to the palace ! 
By the little concern we discover at the approach 
of such a season,, it should seem as if we had 
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BO thing to ask ; that we are rich and increased in 
goods, and have need of nothing. If that be your 
case, I will tell you of one thing you want ; and 
that is, to be made sensible of your wants. Or, 
perhaps, our little desire after this ordinance m^y 
be owing to our low desires of heaven. When 
persons are upon a long journey, and wish much to 
be at home, they are every now and then saying, 
'' O ! if I were but got to such a place, or to such 
a place, then I should be near home, and the t^t 
of the way would seem as nothing." 

Christians ! sabbaths and sacratneuts ^r^, if I 
may so speak, as so many st9gQB in our road to 
heaven ; where Zion'3 traveU^r6 mAy noX t»k^ up 
their abode, and say, ^* Soul, take thine ^ase ;" 
but where they may refresh thex^selves^ apd get 
strength and spirits to go qdi again. Th^e pi^^mist 
will tell you what I me^n : '' Blessed are th^y that 
dwell in thy house : they wiU be still praising lhee« 
Selah. Blessed is the man whose ^trengtji ip in 
thee ; in whose heart are the w^ys of thenjt. Who 
piissing throiigh thie va}Iey of Pac^ oaake jit a w^ ; 
the T^in also filleth th^ pQols. T))ey gp from 
strength to st^ejQgA> ^y^ry oi^e of them in Zion 
appeareth h^fw^ God," P/^alqi Ixxxiv. 4 — 7. 

But, after all, perhaps the grand drawbapJL 1^ 
unbelief. Ther^ are some trup christi^s who hav^ 
real^ and I may §ijay wariQ de^^ir^ after Gp^j ^nd 
Chri^t, and ho^M^s, and he^^ven, and t^y are not 

II 
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sinfully desiroos of other things ; and yet there is 
a strange unwillingness, or rather a shyness and 
diffidence, with respect to this meeting with Christ. 
They have the highest veneration for the institution 
itself, and would grudge no pains to prepare for it ; 
hut still they are for keeping ofiF. Ask them the 
reason of it. " Reason enough," they cry ; " my 
heart is so dead, my thoughts so wandering, my 
loveiso cold, and there are such and such things in 
which I have sadly failed as to the matter and 
manner ; and what if I should be found unworthy ? 
what if I should eat and drink judgment to my- 
self?" The very thought of it throws them into 
the utmost consternation. What, then ! shall Christ 
make i;hose gracious invitations, shall he give such 
precious promises and seal them with his blood, 
and aflter all you not think him trustworthy, or his 
word fit to be depended on ? Shall I put your un- 
believing fears into words ? Perhaps you may then 
be ashamed of them. '' It is true ; Christ says, 
* Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.' And it is also 
true, I hope it is, I think it is true, that I look 
upon sin as my greatest grief and burden, and 
that I sincerely wish to be delivered from the 
power, as well as the guilt of sin ; but yet I am 
afraid to come. Christ has said, ' If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and drink.' If I 
know my own heart, my soul thirsteth for God, for 
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the living God; but still I am afraid to come." 
Is not this, in e£Fect, to say that you are afraid to 
trust Christ's promises? Whereas, you ought to 
argue in quite the contrary way : *' I am a poor 
helpless creature ; whither shall I go but to the 
Rock of ages ? I am a poor guilty creature ^ whi- 
ther shall I go but to the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the sin of the world ? I am a poor tempted 
creature ; whither should I go but to our merciful 
and faithful High Priest, who, having been in all 
points tempted like as we are, can be touched with 
the feeling of my infirmities V* What can Christ 
say more, to convince you of his faithfulness? 
Was it any worthiness in you, that induced him to 
set his love upon you at the first ? And do you 
think that his love is not as free now as it was 
then ? Do you suppose that he has no compassion 
left ? no regard to his word ? for so your unbe- 
lieving fears would represent him. O ! christians, 
how justly might he upbraid us all, for our shame- 
ful, sinful indifiFerence, and say, ** Is this your 
return for all my kindness ? Have I been always so 
ready to bear your griefs, and carry your sorrows, 
and are you now so backward to have fellowship 
with me in my sufiferings ? Go, ungrateful crea- 
tures; see if you can find one that desires your 
company so much, or that will reward your attend- 
ance so well as I.^' 

Stung with the reproach, and yet melted with the 
kindness of this just though severe expostulation, 
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let DS instantly throw ourselres at his feet, and 
humbly entreat htm for mercy to pardon what is 
past| and grace to help in future time of need. 

Chrifctians! you bare heard with what desire 
Christ desired to eat this passover with his disci- 
ples ; and yet he no sooner rose from table, than 
he mast go into the garden where his dreadful 
agonies began. You must not, therefore, think it 
strange if you should be tried so too. Many have 
been greatly discouraged by such unexpected as- 
saults, and cried, *' All these things are against 
me. I must have been deceived in all that I lately 
did, and, as I thought, enjoyed. It must be all a 
delusion. I do not know when my heart was more 
affected and enlarged, than at the last passovei*. 
I was never jnore free and full in the surrender of 
myself to the Lord ; never prayed more earnestly 
for increasing holineite ; and I found myself^ as I 
thought, so strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus^ that I almost concluded I should never have 
any disturbance from sin or Satan any more. But, 
alas I I had gone but a very, very little way, before 
asw temptations overtook me, and assaulted me 
with rather greater violence than ever. I am 
afiraid I was wrong in going. I am afraid I took 
dittdran*a bread, which did not belong to me. I 
am afrud I went without the wedding garment !*' 

ClviBdaBS ! (ibr so I call and think you never- 
i1k1«b,) tou have no r^t to draw such conclu- 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 77 

sioDs. Was not Christ himself thus assaulted? 
And could the tempter set upon you in a hetter 
time than now, when you have heen acting faith 
afresh on the Lord Jesus Christ ? when you have 
heen putting yourselves under the care and conduct 
of the great Captain of your salvation ? Can you 
ever hope to encounter temptation with more ad- 
vantage l Besides, if you have now had a happy 
interview with Christ; if he has caused all his 
goodness to pass before you ; if you have heen 
enabled, with full assurance of faith, to say, " My 
Beloved is mine, and I am his;" you may need 
something to keep you humble. Through the 
abundance of revelations, you may be ready, like 
the apostle, to be exalted above measure. God may, 
therefore, in mercy let Satan loose, to find you 
other employment than pleasing yourselves, and 
priding yourselves in your own doings and receiv- 
ings. Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind. 
Remember you are still in the wilderness, where 
danger lurks behind every bush, and where great 
enjoyments jare oftten the preface to great trials. 
It has been so before now, and it may be so again. 
And if it should, never regard .it; follow Christ, 
and fear nothing. 

Now let my soul arise, and tread the tempter down ; 

My Captain leads me forth, to conquest and a crown*. 
A feeble saint shall win the day. 
Though death and hell obstruct the way. 

h2 



MEDITATION VIII. 

[FebruuyS, 1788.] 



MATTHEW XXII. 4. 
ALL THINGS ARE BEADY : COME UNTO THE MARRIAGE. 



Let me read to jon a little of this surprising storj, 
as it came from the mouth of our Lord himself; 
and remember, while you are hearing it, that it 
may typify this very feast that you now are invited 
to ; a feast provided by the King of kings to cele- 
brate the espousals of the Son of God with the 
children of men. Now, then, hear and wonder. 
'' The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, 
which made a marriage for his son, and he sent 
forth his servants to call them that were bidden to 
the wedding : and they would tiot come. Again, 
he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them 
which are bidden. Behold, I have prepared my 
dinner, my oxen and my failings are killed, and 
all things are ready : come unto the marriage." 
I will not read any further now, nor will I take up 
your time with showing you how by those that 
were first Uddeti are to be understood the Jews, 
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to whom the gospel was first preached ; and that 
hy those in the highways and hedges are to he 
understood the Gentiles. We hav^e now no one to 
consider hut ourselves. We are as immediately 
concerned in it as if our names were inserted in the 
inyitation ; and I have read enough of it to furnish 
out matter of delightful contemplation for an hour, 
for an age, for eternity. It is all so wonderful, 
that one knows not what to wonder at first or most. 
" The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain 
king, which made a marriage for his son.*' When 
an earthly king intends to marry his eldest son, 
the prince, the heir apparent of his crown, he looks 
round among the families of his hrother monarchs, 
and singles out the princess whom he thinks most 
worthy in point of rank and merit. But when 
God proposed an alliance for his Son, he had no 
equals to match with ; he must of necessity have 
recourse to some or other of his creatures ; and here 
the choice lay between angels and men — holy 
angels or sinful men. The disparity is so great, 
that to appearance there was not room for a mo- 
ment's hesitation ; and one is ready to imagine, 
that on God*8 first declaring his intention, the Son 
would say, " Holy Father, since it is thy will that 
I should form a connexion with some of thy crea- 
tures, and thereby advance them to a relationship 
with ourselves, let it not he with that execrable 
race of rebels below ; the very sight of them is 
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offensive. Let it be with augels. These have been 
long residents in heaven, and have been always 
dutiful and affectionate ; their capacities are great, 
and their zeal for thy glory ardent. Let me call 
to one of them that are here about thy throne, and 
bid him tell all his brethren what honour is pre- 
paring for them." So Christ might have said ; and 
could we have blamed him if he had ? But no such 
thing was said or thought of; he took not on him 
the nature of angels, but the seed of Abraham. 

" Unto you, O men, I call," says he ; ** and my 
voice is to the sons of men." How unexpected \ 
and, to finite comprehension, how impossible ! 
Light and darkness, heaven and earth, yea, heaven 
and hell, we should have thought, might sooner 
have united, than the eternal Son of God with the 
sinful children of men. And yet, impossible as it 
might seem, and improbable as it really was, in- 
finite wisdom and infinite love have found out a 
way to accomplish it. Christians, have you well 
considered the nearness, the dignity of your new 
relation ? It is not that of a prince to his subjects, 
of a master to his servants, of one friend to another, 
of a brother to a brother ; nearer and better than all 
this <— it is the relation of husband and wife. I will 
only refer you to two texts of scripture, which the 
oftener you read the more you will admire: ^* For 
thy Maker is thine Husband ; the Lord of hosts is 
his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of 
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Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he 
be called." ^' And I will betroth thee unto me 
for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in 
ri^teousness, and in judgment, and in loving- 
kindness^ and in mercies. I will, even betroth thee 
unto me in faithfulness ; and thou shalt know the 
Ix>rd/' Isa. liv. 5. Rosea ii. 19, 20. This honour 
have all the saints, praise ye the Lord. But to 
proceed with the story. 

** He sent forth his servants to call them that were 
bidden to the wedding : and they would not come.*' 
Amazing ! Though It Was an alliance so inconceiv- 
ably honourable and advantageous, they would not 
come. They would not come. O christians, we 
have no right to censure others ; let us take it to 
ourselves-^ We would not come. I need not say that 
the first proposal could not come from us. Low as 
we were fallen, and desperate as our circumstances 
were, we should never have thought of repairing 
them by such an alliance as- this; or if we had 
thought of it, the distance was so great, and the 
breach so wide, that we never should have dared to 
mention it. So far from it, even when it was pro- 
posed to us on the part of God, and the ambassa- 
dors of Christ came to us and opened theip com- 
mission, and told us what proposals they were 
ordered to make to us, and that nothing was want- 
ing but our consent ; strange to tell, that consent 
was not easily obtained. That consent was at first 
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denied. Yes, christians, you may well blush at the 
recollection of it ; but you must know, that when 
you were first applied to on the behalf of Christ, 
your answer was, *' I pray thee have me excused : 
go thy way for this time, and when I have a more 
convenient season I will send for thee." You 
were then otherwise engaged. You were lovers of 
pleasure, lovers of the world, lovers of your own 
selves, lovers of sin ; and there was no room in 
your hearts for the love of Christ. So you would 
not come ; and if the treaty had broken off here, 
we had been lost for ever. But it follows, *^ Again, 
he sent forth other servants,** Happy for us, 
Christ did not take the first refusal ; he renewed 
his solicitations, and by all the winning arguments 
of love, he did at length prevail, and made us 
willing in the day of his power : and here at this 
very table was the solemn contract first signed and 
sealed, and you declared before all the world, '^ I 
am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine.*' 

Next, let us contemplate the feast that was made 
upon the occasion. The king was so pleased with 
his new relations, that he would celebrate it as a 
high festival, and have all his friends to partake of 
his jo^. And the preparations were accordingly of 
the best.* ** My oxen and my fatlings are killed ;** 
as if he thought nothing too good to be produced on 
this joyful day. Now, christians, think with asto- 
nishment on thb greater feast before you. Here 

4 
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are indeed no oxen or fatlings, but here is what is 
of infinitely greater value : here is the Lamb* of 
Grod, Christ our passover aacrificed for us. O the 
mysteries of grace! You can all testify that his 
flesh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink indeed ; 
and never were guests more welcome. ** Eat, O 
friends/' says he, ^* drink, yea, drink abundantly, 
O beloved !" And then follow the words that I 
began with. 

*' All things are ready ;" and I repeat it to you 
on God's part, and on Christ *s part. All things are 
ready. Here is God the Father ready to give you 
his Son, if you will but give him your heart. He 
is ready to make an everlasting covenant with you, 
that he will never turn away from you to do you 
good. He will always acknowledge you, and pro- 
vide for you as the sons and daughters of the Lord 
Almighty. Here is the Lord Jesus Christ ready to 
espouse you to himself, to give you so many pre- 
cious blessings at present, and to settle upon you an 
inheritance, a kingdom, a crown of glory, which 
fadeth not away. Here is pardon, justification, 
peace, strength, comfort, heaven in the earnest 
and in its first fruits. All these things are here 
ready. 

And now, christians, say. Are all things ready 
on your part too ? When the king comes in to see 
the guests, is there nothing that you would wish to 
conceal ? And when your Beloved comes in^ his 
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garden to eat his pleasant fruits, have you got all 
ready to eptertain him ? Alas ! how few of us can 
holdly say we have ! Our confusion betrays us. 
There is something or other which is not as it 
should be. You may have on the wedding gar- 
ment ; God fwbid that any one should venture to 
come hither without that ; the consequences might 
be disgraceful and dreadful. I say, you have all, I 
hope, put on the wedding garment ; but then there 
may be some accidental rent in it occasioned by 
your careless walking ; or there may be some acci- 
dental spot upon it, occasioned by the impurity of 
the persons or places you have unwarily mixed 
with ; or you may be ruffled md discomposed by 
some' outward trouble. From these or other causes, 
christians, perhaps few of us are quite so ready as 
we could wish. But what is to be done? God is 
ready, and Christ is ready; and shall we keep thepi 
waiting while we go home and endeavour to p»t 
ourselves in better order ? No ; now we are here, 
let us humbly acknowledge and bewail our sinfa) 
unreadiness, and implore mercy to pairdon, and 
grace to help in this our time of n^ed. 

And now, christians, after what you have here 
tasted and seen, you are ready to forget what you 
yourselves once were, and to wonder at what fol- 
lows in this aifecting story. 

** But they made light of it, wad went their ways. 
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one to his farm, another to his merchandise. "What !" 
you are ready to cry with surprise and indignation ; 
" what ! make light of a union with the Lord Jesus 
Christ ! make light of all the soul-enriching, soul- 
ennobling blessings of grace and glory ! make light 
of them ! and for what V* O my mistaken and un- 
happy friends, who choose rather to be lookers on 
than guests ; for what do you make light of Christ 
and his proposals ? Be assured that you can never 
have better offers elsewhere ; and let me tell you, 
that you may not have such an ofifer from Christ 
many times more. You may refuse him once too 
often. He may resent it, and declare that you, 
who have beeu so frequently bidden and refused, 
shall never taste of his supper. I mean not, by 
thus setting forth the terrors of the Lord, to make 
you hurry away to the sacrament ; but I should be 
glad, if by any means I might persuade you to 
hasten to Christ. Get his name on your fore- 
heads, his grace in your hearts, and you will need 
no other passport. 

. And now go and meditate on that precious, pre- 
cious text, which has been the means of the con- 
version of some, and the encouragement of thou- 
sands. " Bfihold, I stand at the door, and knock : 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in and sup with him, and he with me," 
Rev. iii. 20. 



MEDITATION IX. 

[Augoiit 1, 1790.] 
1 SAMUEL xyin. 23. 

AND DAVID SAID, SEEMETH IT TO YOU A LIGHT THING TO BE A 
king's SON-IN-LAW, SEEING THAT I AM A POOR MAN, AND 
LIGHTLY ESTEEMED? 



So said David, when some came and, with a great 
deal of light frothy joy, told him that he would pro- 
bably be soon married to the daughter of king Saul. 
The elevation was so great and so unexpected that 
it almost overawed him. He could hardly believe 
it possible that such a poor man as he should be set 
among princes ; and he was afraid he should not 
know how to behave with becoming dignity and pro- 
|H*iety in such an honourable station. O, christians, 
much more reason have we to think so, and say so, 
in our present situation, and with the privileges and 
prospects now before us. Is it a light thing for 
such poor sinful worms as we to sit down and sup 
with the Lord of glory ? Is it a light thing for such 
hungry perishing prodigals as we to feast with, 
to feast upon the Lord of life. Surely they must 
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be utterly unworthy of a place at this table who can 
make light of it. The place , the company , the 
entertainment, the business, every thing conspires 
to make us thoughtful and serious. Let us consi- 
der where we are. Not in our own house, where 
negligence in dress, and negligence in carriage and 
conversation, is not so much attended to. Not in 
a house of public entertainment, where all is mirth 
and jollity. Not in the shop or ordinary working 
place, where the world engrosses all our thoughts, 
and nothing is considered but buying and selling, 
and getting gain. Very different, quite different 
is the place where we are now assembled. We are 
in the King's palace. We are in the very presence 
chamber of the King of saints, where he gives 
audience to those who have memorials to present, 
and where he meets, and familiarly converses with 
his particular friends and favourites. At such times 
every one makes a point of appearing in his best 
garments, and the person that should rudely thrust 
himself in, in a slovenly undress, would probably 
and deservedly be turned out. So shall we, if any 
one should presume to sit down among the guests 
at this table, not having on the wedding garment, 
both the outer garment of a Saviour's righteousness, 
and the inner garment of the graces of the Spirit, 
we are where we ought not to be ; where it 
is not fit, and where it is not safe for us to be. 
Better be a thousand miles off, better be any where 
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than here ; for if the King shoald come in to see 
the guests, his eyes are like a flame of fire, and the 
consequence of such a public detection would be 
dreadful. 

'^ Let us therefore draw near with a true heart, in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed 
with pure water/' '' Let us have grace, whereby 
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and 
godly fear: for our God is a consuming fire," 
Heb. X. 22 ; xii. 28, 29. 

In short, considering where we are, let us seek 
such a frame as Jacob was in at Bethel. ^* The 
Lord," said he, 'Ms in this place, and I knew it 
not. And he was afraid, and said. How dreadful 
is this place ! This is none other than the house 
of God, and this is the gate of heaven," Gen. 
xxviii. 16, 17. And is this a light thing? 
- Again, Let us consider whose presence we are in, 
and that is enough to make us serious. ** When 
thou sittest to eat with a ruler, consider diligently 
what is before thee." All things are naked, and 
open to the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 
He understandeth our thoughts afar o£F, and there- 
fore cannot be deceived ; and he will not be mocked. 
He knoweth if there be one among us that makes 
any objection against receiving him as his Prince 
and Saviour. He knows if there be one among 
us that is reluctant and half-hearted in surrender- 
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ixtg' himself to bim ; whether, like Ananias and 
Sapphira^ under the pretence of giving up all, we 
have secretly kept back a part. He knows it, and 
says, '' Cursed be the deceiver, which hath in his 
flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth unto the 
Lord a corrupt thing : for I am a great King, saith 
the Lord of hosts, and my name is dreadful among 
the heathen," Mai. i. 14. Surely, the nearer ap- 
proaches we make to God, and the greater freedom 
he allows us to take with him, the more he lets out 
his love and kindness upon us, the more humble we 
ought to be. Abraham fell on his face when the 
Lord talked with him. David, when the Lord had 
been telling him what great things he intended to do 
for him, cries out, *' Who am I, O Lord God ! and 
what is my father's house that thou hast brought 
me hitherto?" Job, when he had a remarkable 
discovery of the Divine glory, said, *^ Wherefore 
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes." 
And Isaiah, on a like occasion, cries out, ^* Wo 
is me ! I am undone ! for I am a man of unclean 
lips, for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
of hosts !" and is it a light thing for such as we to 
draw so near to God, and be so familiarly enter- 
tained by the King of glory 1 

David thought it a great matter that Saul would 
give him his daughter, and thus take him into his 
family ; but that was indeed a light thing, in com- 
parison with the dignity and blessedness conferred 

I 2 
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upon US, when, by union to Christ, we become the 
sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty. David 
was related to Saul only by marriage : when the 
Lord put us among his children, he made us par- 
takers of a Divine nature. Saul, though he pro- 
fessed so much respect for David, never cordially 
loved him, and often sought his life : . when God 
chose us, and called us out of the world, it 
was from pure disinterested love; and having 
once professed an afifection for any, he never after 
withdraws it. He may visit their transgres- 
sions with a rod, and their iniquity with stripes, 
nevertheless, his loving kindness will he not ut- 
terly take from them, nor suffer his faithfulness to 
fail. How should this animate our faith, and hope, 
and joy ! 

This is the day that the King has made a feast 
for the marriage of his Son. When we consider 
who this King is, no other than the King of kings, 
the Lord of glory, the most high Possessor of 
heaven and earth, and that this entertainment is 
made to commemorate the Son of God's alliance 
with the children of men : when we consider 
what we were when he first took notice of us ;; 
our meanness and depravity, not merely strangers, 
but enemies to him in our minds by wicked works ; 
and yet that he should pity us, that he should love 
us, that he should give us gold tried in the fire to 
make us rich, and white raiment to adorn us ; and 
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that he should call us not servants but friends, and 
not friends only but children. Behold ! what man- 
ner of love is this ? What may we not expect 
from such a Prince and such a Father? O, if 
angels, and the saints in heaven, could but see and 
know the coldness of our hearts, and how little we 
are affected with those wonders of redeeming love, 
how would they stand amazed at our stupidity! 
how would they be filled with a holy indignation 
against us ! and well they might. We lament it 
ourselves ; but we are going to One who is able to 
melt the most frozen heart, and turn the heart of 
stone into a heart of flesh. To him therefore let 
us now address ourselves, beseeching him that we 
may have such a sight and sense of his love in 
dying for us, that we may be effectually constrained 
thereby to die unto sin and to live unto right- 
eousness* 

We have now, oace more,' professed ourselves 
christians. Let us go and live as christians. Let 
us behave so, in our several places and relations, 
that Christ may have glory from us. Let our light 

« _ _ 

shine before men ; and, seeing Christ has honoured 
us with so near a relation to himself, let us live 
above the vulgar. Let there be something great 
and God-like in our temper and deportment. Let 
us scorn an intimacy with those who walk after 
the flesh ; and let it be evident to all the world. 
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that we each one resemble the children of a king. 
Let us, however, nnder a sense of our own weak- 
ness, go forth leaning on the Beloved. If Christ 
be ours, his strength is our strength; and then 
what temptation can be too hard for us ? 

If Christ be ours, his Father is our Father^ and 
his God is our God ; and then it matters* not what 
our outward condition may be. For if we have 
Christ we have all, and abound ; as having nothing, 
and yet possessing all things. And we may look 
forward with joyful expectation to that blessed day, 
when his glory shall be our glory ; when we 
shall be with him where he is, and see him as he 
is ; when we shall have a mansion in his palace ; 
when we shall sit with him on his throne, and be 
ever employed in singing his praises. 

This should be one e£Fect of sacraments, that 
they should draw up our hearts towards heaven. 
If we find the remembrance of Christ so sweety 
what will the sight and enjoyment of him be ! 
'Heaven only can tell ; and heaven, I hope, will 
tell us all ; that, let sabbaths and sacraments be 
ever so refreshing and delightful^ to depart and be 
with Christ is infinitely better. 



MEDITATION X. 

June 3, 1796. 

JOHN XI. 36. 
BEHOLD now HE LOVED HIM ! 



** Behold how he loved him !'' said the Jews, 
when they saw Jesus shedding tears over the grave 
of Lazarus. What would they say now if they 
saw him shedding hlood ? 

O ! love of infinite degree. Angels must surely 
look down with amazement, and cry, '' Behold 
how he loved them !" And should we, christians, 
he less affected than they ? Behold him stooping 
down, and washing the feet of his disciples. He 
did not content himself with washing one, and bid- 
ding the rest to wash one another ; but, that there 
might be no envy or jealousy among them that 
one was more favoured than another, he washed 
them all himself. Behold how he loved them ! 
We saw him at the Holy Supper breaking the 
bread, and giving it to the disciples, saying, '' Take, 
eat; this is my body which is broken for you : do 
this in remembrance of me.'' And he appointed 
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this to be a standing ordinance in the church, that 
they might. not forget their truest and best Friend* 
Behold how he loved them ! We Jieard him preach 
(if I may so call it) his farewell sermon, in which 
he suggested every thing that could be thought of, 
to soothe and comfort them ; and talked to them 
so sweetly about heaven, as reconciled them to his 
death and made them long for their own. Behold 
how he loved them ! When he had done speaking 
to tkenif he turns to God, and puts up the roost 
affectionate prayer for them, that ever a dying 
parent could put up for his orphan family that he 
was to leave behind. He says all the good of 
them and Jbi* them that love could suggest ; and 
puts in a claim on their behalf to a partnership 
with him, in all the joys and glories of his heavenly 
kingdom. Behold bow he loved them ! And, 
when he could do nothing more for them on earth, 
he surrendered himself to his enemies, was led as 
a lamb to the slaughter ; and, as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth, 
He submitted to be fettered, to be scourged, to be 
spit upon, to be buffeted, to be crucified. Surely 
this speaks aloud ; Behold how he loved them ! 

It was pleasing to observe how, having loved 
his own, he loved them to the end ; and the nearer 
he drew to his end, the brighter and strong^er did 
his affections flame oat. He died, as it were, with 
love in his mouth ; and that is farther than the 
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htiman friendship of many persons go. They will, 
perhaps, show us kindness as long as their own 
circumstances are easy ; hut, when tliey themselves 
begin to he in trouble, if they meet with losses and 
crosses in the world, or if they are afflicted with 
painful and threatening disorders of body, they 
forget us : they have enough to do to attend to 
themselves; their own burdens engross all their 
thoughts and cares, and they have nothing to spare 
for strangers. Not so that Friend, who sticketh 
closer than a brother. -He is a Friend born for 
adversity. Having once professed a kindness for 
any person, he never forgets it afterwards, let their 
circumstances or his own be what they may. He 
loved them as long as he lived ; and, if that were 
all, if his love ended with his life, the disciples 
would have been miserable notwithstanding. But 
that was not all :- he loved them to the end of his 
own life, and he loved them to the end of theirs 
too. Christians, never a day passes ovei our 
heads, but Christ is someway or other testifying 
his love. We are not so attentive to these things 
as we ought to be. Our thoughts are so much 
taken up about the world, its business or its plea- 
sures, that numberless favours frtei our Divine 
Benefactor lie '' forgotten in unthankfulness ;" and, 
** without praises, die." But the blessed angels, 
those ministering spirits who minister to the heirs 
of salvation, and narrowly watch all that passes 
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from Christ to us, they see with astonishment the 
ardour and constancy of his love. When we are 
called out to some difficult service, which, of our- 
selves, we are no way equal to, they observe Christ 
secretly whispering, '^ My grace is sufficient for 
thee, my strength shall be made perfect in your 
weakness;" and then, seeing feeble worms per- 
forming a task so hard with so much seeming ease, 
they look at one another as if they would say, 
'* Behold how he loved them!*' When^they see 
us beset with temptations, the fiery darts of Satan 
flying thick about us, snares laid for us on all sides 
so that it seems almost impossible for us to escape ; 
but yet, when they observe Christ restraining the 
tempter, and saying, *' Hitherto shalt thou go, but 
no further;" and then praying to his heavenly 
Father that the faith of his poor tempted disciples 
may not fail, and, in consequence of it, to escape 
unhurt, yea, and come ofiF more than conquerors, 
they look as if they would say, " Behold how he 
loved them !" When they see us put into the 
burning fiery furnace, and when, at the same time, 
they see the Lord sitting as a refiner watching the 
precious metal, that none of it be wasted or lost; 
when they see him making all our bed in our sick- 
ness, touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
putting underneath his everlasting arms, and ob* 
serve how, in all our affiictiops, he is affiicted, 
angels are astonished, and cry, ''Behold how he 

1 
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loved them !'' When they see the King making a 
feast, and inviting the poor, and the blind, and the 
halt, and the maimed ; when they see his oxen and 
fatlings killed, and the most sumptuous provision 
made for the entertainment of the guests ; when 
they see him bring us into his banquetting house, 
when his banner over us is love ; when they hear 
him say, " Eat, O friends ! drink, yea, drink abun- 
dantly, O beloved !" they look as if they would 
say, '^ Behold how he loved them!" And when 
they see us languishing on the bed of death, our 
flesh and our heart failing, this earthly house of 
our tabernacle dissolving; when they observe the 
'' pains, the groans, and dying strife,'' and, at the 
same time, the compassion of our Divine Friend 
tenderly loosening the bands of life, carefully taking 
out pin after pin to let it come gently down, kindly 
stilling the enemy and the avenger, and keeping off 
every thing that might disturb and distress us in 
that trying time ; charging those angels that are 
our immediate attendants, to keep good watch 
about our bed, to be ready to receive our departing 
spirits, and convey them through the territories of 
the Prince of the power of the air, and lodge them 
safe within the gates of the New Jerusalem ; this 
adds greatly to their surprise, and makes them cry 
louder than ever^ '^ Behold how he loved them !" 
And yet, wonderful as this is, even tHs is not all : 
Christ loves his disciples not only to the end of 

K 
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his own life on earth, and to the end of their lives 
on earthy bnt he will love them for ever and ever. 

Millions of years, my wond*ring eyes 

Shall o*er thy beauties rove ; 
And endless ages, I'll adore 

The glories of thy love. 

O ! christians, we are astonished at the love of 
Christ, from what little we know and feel of its 
hlessed effects here. We wonder how such a great 
and glorious Being should ever pitch his love on 
such contemptihle, and once such loathsome crea- 
tures as we. We wonder that he should do so 
much for us as he has already done, in choosing 
us and calling us out of the world, adopting us into 
his family, making us willing in the day of his 
power, inviting us to his table, bringing us within 
the bonds of his covenant, blessing us with so 
many spiritual blessings, and even condescending 
to undertake the management of our temporal 
concerns. If we wonder at this, what will be our 
astonishment when we get to heaven ? when he 
will receive us to himself, make us sit with him on 
his own throne, and behold and partake of his 
glory ? when we shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is ? when the Lamb, which is in the 
midst of the throne, shall feed us, and lead us to 
living fountains of waters ? when, in short, he will 
do for us exceeding abundantly above all that we 
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can how ask' or think. Then, we shall shout with 
rapture, ** Behold how he loved us !" 

Angels ! assist our mighty joys. 

Strike all your harps of gold j 
But when you raise your highest notes. 

His love can ne'er be told. 

When Christ instituted this ordinance, he said, 
*^ This do in rememhrance of me/' And, if he had 
not said so, do jou think yon could possibly forget 
him ? I am sure we should be inexcusable if we 
did. 

What ! forget him who is so excellent and lovely 
in himself, and has manifested such uncommon 
love to us? Forget him, who, as we profess to 
hope, has delivered us from the wrath to come? 
who has borne our guilt, and purchased heaven for 
us? Forget him, who is never unmindful of us? 
who bears our unworthy names upon his breast, 
and is continually making intercession for us? 
who is kindly covering the imperfections and im- 
purities of our prayers and other services, and per- 
fuming them with his precious incense? Forget 
him, who is at this instant employed in preparing a 
place for us in his Father's house, and longing to 
have us there with him ? Alas ! alas ! we have 
strong memories to remember . any thing that is 
trifling and defiling ; strong memories to remember 
injuries and affronts from fellow- creatures ; but, 
when we would remember the dying love of the 
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Lord Jesus, our memories are weak and treache- 
rous, and we need to be, every now and then, pat 
in mind of it. The truth is, it is rather heart 
memory than head memory that is wanting. It is 
because we have no more relish of the love of 
Christ upon bur spirits. What is the cause of this 
unhappy forgetfulness, it becomes us seriously to 
inquire. Perhaps there may be some secret sin 
that is too much favoured, and that makes the 
thoughts of a holy Christ not so agreeable. Or, 
perhaps, our hearts have gone out too much after 
worldly enjoyments ; and this has engaged those 
thoughts and affections, which should have been 
placed on Christ. O ! that we could forget all for 
Christ ! '^ Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and 
incline thine ear : forget also thine own people, 
and thy father's house ; so shall the king greatly 
desire thy beauty : for he is thy Lord ; and wor- 
ship thou him," Psa. xlv. 10, 11. Let us cleave 
to Christ, as Ruth to Naomi ; and say, *' Intreat me 
not to leave thee, or to return from following after 
thee : for whither thou goest, I will go ; and where 
thou lodgest, I will lodge : thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God. The Lord do so to 
me, and more also, if aught but death part thee 
and me.'' 

• 
Thou know*st we love thee, dearest Lord ; 

But O ! we long to soar 

Far from the sphere of mortal joys. 

And learn to love thee more. 



MEDITATION XL 

[AoguBt?, 1796.J 



CANTICLES 1. 4. 
THE UPRIGHT LOVE THEE. 



Akd who can help loving thee ? 

Thou brightest, sweetest, fairest One, 
That eyes have seen, or aogels known ; 
Thy worth if all the nations knew. 
Sure the whole world would love thee too. 

And O ! that they did know it. We pity those 
that are ignorant of thee. There are some that 
never heard of thy name, and no wonder they do 
not love thee. But we hope now they will hear 
of thee very soon, and love thee too. But the 
greatest wonder is, that there should be any that 
hear of thee every sabhath, and read ahout thee in 
their hihles, and yet do not love thee. Lord, pity 
them ; anoint their eyes with eye- salve, take 
away the veil from their hearts, and then shine out 
upon them in all the glory of thy grace, and melt 
them into love. O ! let the name of Jesus be as 
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ointment poured forth, that the fragrancy of it may- 
he diffused over the whole house, and the savour of 
it be precious to every individual ; that it might be 
the general, the universal cry, 

" Yes ; we will love thee, dearest Lord." 

We are ashamed and grieved that we have kept 
off from thee so long ; that the world and sin should 
have so long engrossed our affection. They are 
now soliciting us again, and flesh and blood are 
endeavouring to discourage us from making a 
public declaration of our attachment to Thee. 
They would have us keep it to ourselves, and not 
tell all the world of our resolution to cleave to thee. 
But we regard not the world : let them think, and 
say, and do what they please. 

Yes ; we will love thee, dearest Lord, 

Our souls are all on flame : 
Hosanna round the spacious earth. 

To thine adored name. 

What a pleasing thought is this, to see the 
whole assembly, communicants and spectators, to 
see them all uniting with one mind, and with one 
voice, in the love and praise of our adorable Em- 
manuel ! Well ! grace be with all them that love 
the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, be they who they 
may. He will not despise the meanest soul, where 
there is uprightness ; but he will not accept the 
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most pompous professions of love and devotedness, 
where this siocerity is wanting. 

Come Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
With all thy quickening powers ; 

Come, shed abroad a Saviour's love. 
And that shall kindle ours. 

The church of old could say, " We will rejoice 
and he glad in thee/' Let others he glad only 
when their corn and wine increase, and delight them- 
selves in the abundance of their riches ; we will 
remember thy love more than wine. Can we say so 1 
Is the remembrance of Christ's love so delightful to 
us ? Do we prefer it above our chiefest joy ? 
We ought to do it ; we ought never to forget it. 
And do we ever forget it ? Is it possible that any 
thing can so gain our attention, as to make us un- 
mindful of the superior loveliness, the infinite love 
of Jesus ? Alas ! whose heart does not reproach 
him for remissness here ? Yes ; there have been 
times, when we were so eager after the world, or 
so satisfied with the world, that Jesus was hardly 
thought of. In many cases, our memories are 
tenacious, much too tenacious. But when we should 
remember the dying love of Jesus, so many imper- 
tinent trifles crowd into our minds, that they thrust 
out a subject the most interesting and important. 
&o that when the season came round, to comme- 
morate the death and love of Christ, we appeared 
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surprised ; and our confusion told all the world that 
we h^d forgotten it. Ah ! christians, the fault was 
in our hearts more than our heads. It was hecause 
we had, at that time, lost much of our relish for spi- 
ritual and divine things, that we suffered any thing 
to put Christ out of our minds. Perhaps some sin 
was secretly favoured, which made the thoughts of 
a holy Christ not so agreeable. A melancholy 
time was that ! We look back upon it with shame 
and grief ; and O ! how thankful are we to sea- 
sonable, sovereign, restoring grace, that it is other- 
wise with us now. The declension of Peter was 
very rapid, and so was his recovery. The Lord 
turned and looked upon Peter; and presently he 
remembered, he wept, and, from that moment, he 
loved his dear dying Master with greater ardour 
than ever. Come and hear, all ye that fear God, 
and I will declare what he has done for my soul. 
I know there is no room for ostentation and boast ; 
but I will speak of it, for the honour of Chrisfs 
condescension and grace, and for the encourage- 
ment of others. The King has brought me into 
his chambers, not for any worthiness in me, but of 
his own free grace and mercy. He has been work- 
ing, by his Spirit, on this cold, backward, dead 
heart of mine ; and strengthened the things which 
remained, which were ready to die. He has ex- 
cited desires after his blessed self; he has drawn 
me with cords of love ; and here I am among the 
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other happy guests at his table. O ! magnify the 
Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. 
It is undoubtedly a great mercy to be brought hi- 
ther. Blessed are they that do hunger and thirst 
after righteousness. Blessed are they that are 
come hither, and saying, *^ Sir, we would see Je- 
sus.'' He who satisfies the hungry with good 
things, will, I hope, send none of us away empty. 
But we cannot all be sure that we shall get a sight 
of him. He may be known of some in breaking 
of bread, while the eyes of the others are holden 
that they should not know him. If that should be 
our case, let not our eye be evil, because Christ is 
good. The elder son in the parable stood without, 
in disgust, because his younger brother, who had 
been a prodigal, was so well entertained within. 
Let not us be like him, envying others* privileges ; 
proudly fancying that we were more deserving. 
But let us rather acknowledge Christ's justice, in 
his dealings with us, and say, 'Mf Christ had never 
brought me into his chambers again, I must have 
blamed myself, and not him." O ! how often have I 
made the blessed Jesus stand without, when he has 
been knocking, offering to come in and sup with me. 
But I was entertaining others, when I should have 
been entertaining him. And shall I complain of 
injustice if he is pleased to show marks of his fa^ 
vour .to others, and to pass me by ? I will ac- 
knowledge his righteousness, but I will hope in his 
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mercy. I know there is in Christ both power 
enough and grace enough. Lord, thou hast brought 
others into a nearness to thyself, wilt thou be 
pleased to bring me too ? The guests are not so 
numerous but that yet there is room; room 
enough, and provisions enough for me and thou- 
sands mofe. So numerous ! Alas ! the waya of 
Zion mourn, because they are ^o few. 

We have seen many more guests at this table 
formerly, but they are gone to celebrate the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb. They are gone to 
the general assembly and church of the first- 
born. They are gone to be with Christ, which 
is far better than any thing they could get 
or enjoy here. And we are looking and longing 
when the time to favour us will come, and we 
also shall depart and be with Christ. In the mean 
time, let us be thankful for a place at this lower 
table, and especially thankful if the Lord will con- 
descend to come in, that he may sup with us, and 
we with him. 

Now is the time to call to remembrance his love 
to us, and our ingratitude to him ; his gracious pro- 
mise and our weak faith ; his constant remembrance 
of us, and our little thinking of him ; how unpre- 
pared for communion with him before-hand, and 
how little the better for it after. We read of the 
disciples of old, that they appeared so publicly and 
so boldly in the cause of their Divine Master, that 
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the world took knowledge of them that they had 
been with Jesus. But, alas ! how often have we 
been with Jesus at his table, and no sign of it has 
appeared in our conversation afterwards ; we have 
been as vain, as worldly, as negligent as before ; 
and yet he permits us to come again. O ! let the 
time past sufBce ; and if he is pleased now to admit 
us to the chambers of his special presence, let us ad- 
mit him into the chambers of our hearts, with that 
ready welcome which such a blessed guest deserves. 

Well, christians, I hope now at rising from ta- 
ble, you are saying, '^ It is good for us to draw 
near to God." But I hope, ere long, we shall be 
much nearer to him, and stay much longer with 
him, in those glorious mansions which he is prer 
paring above. Death is the dark passage to those 
celestial chambers ; the stairs, as it were, by which 
we are to ascend to them. Those who have had 
frequent interviews with Christ here, have obtained 
such earnests and foretastes of the future blessedness, 
that they have been able to overlook and overcome 
the gloominess of the passage, for the sake of tlie 
brightness beyond it; and they have been willing 
rather to be absent from the body, and present witli 
the Lord. O ! what are the shouts and hallelujahs 
of those happy souls that are got safe over Jordan to 
the heavenly Canaan! a land. flowing with milk 
and honey, where they shall hunger no more, 
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neither thirst an j more ; where the Lamb, which is 
in the midst of the throne, shall feed them, and lead 
them to living fountains of water. What sights 
have they of our glorious King ! How do they look 
and wonder, look and love, look and adore ! O I 
if we could but catch a note or two of their songs, 
to enliven our cold praises ! Christians, Christ's 
heart is as much set upon having you with him 
as ever yours can be. *' Father, I will that those 
also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where 
J am, that they may behold my glory." And can 
we think that he, who is so desirous of showing 
you the full blaze of his glory in heaven, will be 
backward to give you some little glimpses of it 
here ? We must blame ourselves for our uncom- 
fortable sacraments. Let Christ be more in our 
thoughts at other times ; let us forget every thing 
for Christ ; let the remembrance of his love be bet- 
ter to us than wine ; and, in a little time, we shall 
no longer need those ordinances to remetnber him 
by, for we shall be with him where he is, and see 
him as he is; and sit with him on the throne of 
his glory ; and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 



MEDITATION XII. 

[April 2, 17OT.] 



GEN. XLI 55. 
CO UNTO JOSEPH — 

** Go unto Joseph," said Pharaoh to the famish- 
ing Egyptians, when they cried to him for hread ; 
** Go unto Joseph ; and what he saith unto you, 
do." We are now in somewhat like the same situa- 
tion ; perishing with hunger, and ordinary supplies 
failing. 






There 's nothing round this spacious earth. 
That suits our large desires." 



Should the tempter take us up into an exceeding 
high mountain, and show us all the kingdoms of 
this world, and the glory of them, and say, '* All 
this will I give thee ;" and should he put us in 
actual possession of as much of this world's trea- 
sures as we could grasp, still our souls would re- 
main empty and unsatisfied. It is hread, the Bread 
of life we want. 

Nothing but spiritual blessings will suit the 
cravings of our immortal souls : the pardon of sin, 
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assurance of God's love, peace of conscience, joy in 
the Holy Ghost, increase of grace, and foretastes 
of glory. These are things which the world can- 
not give ; these are joys which the world knows 
not of. One might as well expect to gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles, as spiritual 
blessings from the world. They are among those 
good and perfect gifts, which come down from 
above, from the Father of lights. We have been 
told. that the King of Israel is a merciful King, and 
the proclamation now published is a proof of it. 
It was mercy that dictated those seasonable pre- 
cious words, '' Open thy mouth wide, and I will 
fill it." 

Encouraged by thy word of promise to the poor, 
Behold a beggar. Lord, waits at thy mercies' door. 

No hand, no heart, O Lord, but thine. 

Can help and pity wants like mine. 

*' Go to Jesus," says the Father of mercies ; " it 
is my pleasure that in him should all fulness dwelL 
I have made him my Treasurer, my Almoner; 
apply to him for what you want ; and of his fulness 
you may receive, and grace for grace." Thanks 
be to God for his unspeakable gift ! He could not 
have sent us to one whom we would more willingly 
go to ; and from him we have the greatest encou- 
ragement to hope for immediate and effectual relief. 
For he is not ashamed to call us brethren. He is 
a Friend that stickkth closer, than a brother. We 
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have not only his compassion, hut his promise to 
embolden us. Here is his own word : 

" Engraved as in eternal brass. 

The mighty promise shines ; 
Nor can the powers of darkness raze 

Those everlasting lines." 

Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be 
full. Ah ! blessed Lord, we have no joy at all, 
. bat what we have from thee ; and it is our own 
fault that we have not more. We have not, be- 
cause we ask not. What a privilege^ that want 
what we will, we may ask for it ; and what a com- 
fort, that ask what we will, it shall be done unto 
us. So said He who is able to make it good, and 
has often made it good. How often, from this 
table, has He satisfied you as with marrow ati4 
fatness ! How often have you sat under his sha^ 
dow with great delight, and his fruit has been 
sweet unto your taste ! And yet our joy is far from 
full. Alas! who that sees our gloomy counte- 
nances and sorrowful hearts, our weak withering 
graces, would believe that he had ever brought ua 
to his banqueting house ? that he had ever filled us 
with good things, or that he himself was so rich or 
so ready to coinmunicate as he has been repre- 
sented ? Such a disgrace are we to a full and all- 
filling Jesus ; and such is the imperfection of the 
present state^ that the supplies we receive to-day 
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will not suffice to-morrow. We mast be daily fed, 
or we presently droop and die. Bat, christians, let 
not your hearts be troubled: anless desire fail, 
unless you cease to ask, you need not be afraid of 
want; for Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever. 

The Egyptians, when they received the first 
supply of corn from Joseph, might flatter them- 
selves that it would last till harvest, and provisions 
were become plentiful again. But they were mis- 
taken : the harvest did not come at all that year, 
nor the next, nor till seven years after ; and they 
were obliged to come again and again to Joseph ; 
and if he had not had notice of it from Heaven, and 
provided accordingly, when the people came to him 
the second time, he would have been obliged to 
send them away with this answer, " I have no 
more corn for you : I did not expect the famine 
would have continued so long, and my stores are 
all exhausted/' At the hearmg of this, nothing 
would have been heard among them but lamenta- 
tion and. bitter mourning, for nothing could be ex- 
pected but that they must all be starved. The 
prudence, and I may say the more- than human 
foresight of Joseph, had prevented things from 
eoming to this dreadful extremity. And yet the 
granaries of Egypt, though so well filled, what 
were they to those immense treasures which are 
laid up by, or rather in our gospel Joseph ! Though 
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he has been constantly giving^, he is still full ; and 
if you could look into this storehouse, if you could 
comprehend, or could have but a slight view of the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, you would see that 
so far from being exhausted, it was not the least 
diminished, bv all the millions that have had their 
daily maintenance from it. Joseph has been gene- 
rally considered as a type of Christ ; and, in maay 
instances, the resemblance is strong and striking. 
But there are two things which, in our present; 
circumstances, must be very obvious and affect- 
ing — I mean his early suffering and his following 
aggrandizement. You well know the ill treatment 
Joseph met with from his brethren. He was the 
darling of his father; and, for that reason, his 
brethren envied him, and conspired against him, and 
resolved to get rid of him, and thrust him down into 
a pit where he must inevitably have perished, if some 
merchants had not providentially passed . by, who 
bought him for twenty pieces of silver, and afterwards 
sold him again to Potiphar in Egypt. Here was a 
lively representation of the envy and hatred of the 
Jews against Christ. He was God's beloved Son, 
in whom he was well pleased, and in whom his soul 
delighted. But he came unto his own, and his 
own received him not. He was despised and re- 
jected of men. He was betrayed by one of his own 
disciples, and dold to the chief priests for thirty 
pieces of silver ; and after a mock trial, and upon 
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false accusations, he was condemned and executed 
with every circumstance of igpdominy and torture. 
In this manner was Jesus, our Joseph, spitefully 
treated, and cruelly murdered, by those who were, 
according to the flesh, his brethren. Christians ! 
he is here, in this ordinance, evidently set forth as 
crucified before your eyes. Do not vent all your 
resentment against the wicked Jews. We our- 
selves are by no means innocent. Yes, we have 
crucified the Lord of glory afresh. 

" Twas you, my sins, my cruel sios. 

His chief tormentors were ; 
Each of my crimes became a nail. 

And unbelief the spear." 

Can you now look on him whom you have 
pierced, and not mourn add be in bitterness ? 
Are not you ready, like Joseph's brethren, to sfty 
to one another, **" We are verily guilty concerning 
our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul* 
when he besought us, and we would not hear him ; 
therefore is this distress come upon us." Now, 
you call to mind the numberless slights you put 
upon him; how long you made him stand and 
knock, before you would rise and let him in ; how 
you hated his counsel, and would none of his re- 
proof. Can you look him in the face after all this ? 
Yes, you may : if you are sensible of, and humbled 
for your misbehaviour, he will receive you gra- 
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ciously, heal your backslidings, and love you freely. 
He giveth liberally, and upbraideth not. He will 
be merciful to your unrighteousness, and remember 
your sins no more. 

But that which I principally intended to lead 
your thoughts to, at this time, in the history of 
Joseph, was his wonderful aggrandizement. After 
so much ill-usage from his brethren, and being sold 
as a slave, he was, by a remarkable turn of Provi- 
dence, brought into Pharaoh's family, became his 
principal favourite, and was entrusted with the 
management of public affairs. '' And Pharaoh 
took off the ring from his hand, and put it on 
Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in a vesture of fine 
linen, and put a gold chain about his neck ; and he 
made him to ride in the second chariot which he 
had ; and they, cried before him. Bow the knee : 
and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt." 
This was dqjng as much as any earthly king could, 
for the man whom he delighted to honour. But 
what empty pageantry was this, when compared 
with what was done for Jesus-! '' Wherefore God 
also hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name : that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things on earth, and things under the 
earth; and that every tongue should confess that 
Christ is Lord, -to the glory of God the Father,"- 
Phil, ii. 9 — 11. Perhaps his being raised to such 
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honours may at first alarm your fears. You may 
think ^hetWy now, since he is so highly exalted ^ 
he will recognise his poor relations ; yea, you may 
he afraid whether he will not rememher and resent 
former injuries. And, indeed, if his thoughts had 
heen as our thoughts, and his ways as ours, there 
would have heen some ground for uneasy apprehen- 
sion. But, in the matter of forgiving, as in all 
other things, he has the pre-eminence. Joseph, 
when his hrethren hegan to accuse themselves for 
their former unkindness to him, was so affected, 
that he was obliged to turn aside to hide the emo* 
tions of brotherly love. Equally compassionate 
and forgiving, infinitely more compassionate and 
forgiving is Jesus our elder Brother. He may 
speak roughly at first, but his bowels are all the 
while yearning towards you ; and you will find in 
the end that^ 

" He is a Friend and Brother too ; 
Divinely kind, divinely true." - 

Go, then, to our gospel Joseph; and go to him 
with all the freedom of faith. Carry your empty 
sacks ; but you need not be solicitous whether you 
have money enough to pay for what you want. 
The blessings that are here distributed are given 
freely; without money, and without price. 

But there is one circumstance more in this story 
which I must not forget; and that is, that when 

4 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 117 

Joseph could refrain himself no longer, he put all 
the servants out of the room, and then made him- 
self known to his brethren. At first, they could 
not answer him, for they were troubled- at his pre- 
sence ; but when he said, '' Come near, I am 
Joseph, your brother," and affectionately embraced 
them all, and wept over them ; after that, they 
talked with him. O ! christians ; if this part of 
the comparison should now hold g(>6d, what a 
blessed sacrament will this be ! If, when the King 
of saints comes in to see the guests, he should con- 
descend to lay aside his robes of state ; if he should 
no longer converse with you by an interpreter, but, 
in his own well-known voice, should say, '' It is I, 
be not afraid ; I am Jesus your Lord and Master, 
your Friend, your Brother;'' what -will be your 
astonishment and joy ? '* It is the voice of my Be- 
loved ; behold he combth, leaping upon the moun- 
tains, skipping upon the hills : let my Beloved 
come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits." 
Hear his gracious reply : ''I am come into my 
garden, my sister, my spouse ; I have gathered my 
myrrh with my spice ; I have eaten my honey- 
comb with my honey ; I have drunk my wine with 
my milk. Eat, O friends ! drink, yea drink abun- 
dantly, O beloved !" 

** Go unto Joseph," said Pharaoh ; " and what 
he saith unto you, do." And what did Joseph 
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say ? Why, in the first year of the famine, when 
the people came for bread, Joseph said, '' I will let 
you have com, but 1 must have your money." 
The next year, when their money was all gone, 
Joseph said, '' You shall have corn, but I must 
have your cattle." The next year, when their 
cattle were all sold, they had nothing left but their 
bodies and their land. So Joseph bought all the 
land of Egypt for Pharaoh ; for the Egyptians sold 
every man his field, because the famine prevailed 
over them. So the land became Pharaoh's. But,, 
in this part of the story, there is a happy difference. 
When God bids us go unto Jesus, no such ri- 
gorous terras are exacted from us. We may keep 
our money, keep our cattle, keep our houses and 
lands. ** Only," says God, " my Son, give me 
thy heart.' That is all He asks ; surely his yoke 
is easy, and his burden light: 

" To thee, dear Lord, our flesh and soul 

We joyfully resign : 
Blessed Jesus, take \is for thy own. 

For we are doubly thine. 

Thine honour shall for ever be 

The business of our days ; 
For ever shall our thankful tongues 

Speak thy deserved praise.*' 




MEDITATION XI 11. 

[Feb. 4, 17»8.] 



I CORINTHIANS XI. 23, 24. 

FOR I HAVE RECEIVED OF THE LORD THAT WHICH ALSO f 
DELIVERED UNTO YOU, THAT THE LORD JESUS THE SAME 
NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED TOOK BREAD : AND 
WHEN HE HAD GIVEN THANES, HE. BRAKE IT, AND *SAID, 
TAKE, EAT *. THIS IS MY BODY, WHICH IS BROKEN FOR YOU : 
THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 



We are now met together to celebrate that ordi- 
nance which Christ here instituted ; and every 
word and every action of his on this occasion is 
full of the most important meaning. We are come 
so far in our contemplation of it as when Christ 
took bread ; and this is far enough to disappoint 
and disgust a great many. 

'* What! bread? only bread! He invited us to a 
feast ; called it a feast of fat things, full of 
marrow : he said even that his oxen and his 
fatlings were killed, and that all things were ready; 
and now is all this mighty preparation come to two 
little loaves ? The table of the Lord is contemptible : 
we loathe this light bread ; we could as soon live 
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upon air; and we pity those poor deluded souls, 
that, after eating of it, fancy themselves filled with 
good things, and satisfied as with marrow and fat- 
ness." So despicable do the provisions of this table 
seem to a carnal eye. And no wonder ; for they 
despised Christ himself in the same manner. They 
could see no form or comeliness in him. *' Is not 
this the carpenter's son ? What ! is he a Prince 
and a Saviour? Will he redeem Israel? It cannot 
be.'' O, christians, let us, in our turn, pity them. 
We do not wish to change our Saviour, mean and 
despicable as they may think him ; we prefer him 
to all their pomp and grandeur. We desire to 
know nothing but Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
Nor would we part with our provision, light as 
they call it : we would not change this bread for 
the greatest dainties in the world. Let them think 
nothing a feast, where there is not a large table 
covered with a great v^ety of costly and highly- 
seasoned dishes. We prefer our homely fare before 
k all; and declare, upon repeated experience, 
that a little of this bread is sweeter and more 
strengthening than all their rarities. How we 
admire the wisdom and goodness of our Lord in 
this circumstance ! He took bread, a cheap and 
common thing, to represent his broken body ; and 
thereby he has let us see that he is not taken with 
gaudy and expensive observances, but accepts and 
blesses his people in duties most remote from pa- 

2 
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geantry and show. A little broken bread,. received 
in faith, is more pleasing to him than thousands of 
rams, or ten thousand rivers of oil. Gospel worship 
must be pure. and spiritual, and gospel worshippers 
must be all-glorious within. A poor penitent sin- 
ner, coming to Christ with streaming eyes and a 
broken heart, shall find more favour than a pha- 
risee in all his bravery. Christ can communicate 
the greatest blessings by the meanest instruments. 
A piece of bread shall convey a whole Christ and 
all his benefits; but then it must be to hungry 
souls. Christ, in the sacrament, is that' to the soul 
which bread is to the body. But what is the most 
delicious food to an overloaded stomach ? What is 
Christ himself, with all his precious promises and 
privileges, to one that has no desire after him ? He 
will be despised and rejected of such men. When 
manna was loathed by the Israelites, the Lord sent 
fiery serpents among them, and they bit the people, 
and much people died: and if we grow indifferent 
to the heavenly manna, and have no desire after 
Christ and his ordinances, we may fear that tem- 
poral or spiritual judgments will speedily overtake 
us. O, christians, can we say with truth, '' As 
the hart panteth after the water- brooks, so panteth 
my soul after thee, O God.'' If we perceived our- 
selves famishing, and that our souls must starve 
except Christ feed th^n, then we should cry, fast 
enough, '' Lord, evermore give us this bread.'* 

M 
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• 

Then we should open our mouths wide that he 
might fill them ; and we being thus eager to re- 
ceive, and Christ being thus forward to give, what 
a comfortable ordinance would this be ! 

Well, but is a// bread so full of spiritual nourish* 
ment, or ^Ai; bread at all times ? No, it is Christ's 
blessing that gives it all its virtue ; and this bene- 
diction of Christ, though it does not make a sub- 
stantial alteration, it makes a relative one. Though 
the nature of the bread be the same, yet it is 
changed as to its use and office. That which was 
common before is now sacred, consecrated to holy 
purposes. That which was fit only to nourish the 
body is now made a means of nourishing the soul. 
The blessing of Christ upon the word preached, 
makes that, which was otherwise a dead letter, 
become a savour of life unto life ; and so his blessing 
upon the bread makes it useful to convey grace 
and comfort. When he blessed the five barley 
loaves and two small fishes, they were presently 
sufficient to feed ^ve thousand persons ; and if he 
so bless those two loaves, we shall find them abun- 
dantly sufficient to satisfy all oar souls, be our ne- 
cessities ever so great, and our desires ever so en- 
larged and craving. What he blesses is blessed 
indeed. Whose fault is it then that we are so lean 
and languishing ? that we have so often eaten of 
this bread, and yet that we have no more of Christ 
and his benefits ? We need not ascend up to heaven 
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to bring - Christ down from thence : he is here : 
this bread represents him in all his riches and 
fulness. Let us then bestir ourselves that we do not 
lose the precious opportunity^ The sin of not dis- 
cerning the Lord's bodj is exceedingly sinful. We 
should receive this bread with all that seriousness 
and submission of spirit, as if we were to deal with 
Christ himself; and should we do that with care- 
less trifling spirits ? 

But our text says, '' And when he had given 
thanks,'' What a strange expression is that when 
used by Christ on this occasion ! Giving thanks 
denotes an ascription of praise to God for his ines- 
timable benefits. Our Saviour, in this holy supper, 
was much enlarged in blessing God for his good- 
ness to poor perishing sinners. Though .the pur- 
chases of our mercies cost him bitter agonies, yet 
he blessed God for them. He is not merely willing 
that we should be saved, but also gives thanks to 
his Father for saving us, though the price of our 
salvation were his own blood. And if Christ 
abounded in praises when he instituted this ordi« 
nance, then certainly it becomes us to celebrate 
it with praiseful and adoring spirits. Christ sus- 
tains the loss, ^ and we reap the advantage. He 
suffers, that we might be spared. He dies, that we 
might live; and yet he is full of patience. He 
took the bread and gave thanks, ** Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his 
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holy name. O give thanks unto the God of hea- 
ven, for his mercy endareth for ever.*' At the 
passover, the J«ws were to hless God for their 
deliverance out of Egypt. Sorely our spiritaal 
redemption deserves all our praises; and this or- 
dinance should excite them. Here we see our mor- 
tal enemies destroyed , our gloomy fears removed, 
our most enlarged desires satisfied, and our souls 
made rich and happy; and shall we not give thanks? 
''And when he had given thanks, he brake it." 
Breaking the bread is a considerable part of the 
Lord's Supper, and therefore the whole solemnity is 
called breaking of bread, and this breaking followed 
the blessing or prayer: it was consecrated bread 
that was broken. This resembles the order of 
Christ's satisfaction : he was first consecrated and 
set. apart, and then offered up. The mere breaking 
of bread will yield no nourishment to our souls, 
but as it is sanctified by the word of God and 
prayer; and the death of Christ could not be 
beneficial to us, had he not been dedicated to that 
work and anointed for it. He suffered by the de- 
terminate counsel and foreknowledge of God as one 
qualified and designed to atone for sin; and this 
makes his sacrifice so effectual. Qur faith should 
view the designation of God, and look on Christ as 
the person appointed to finish transgression and 
make an end of sin. And it is further observable, 
that the Lord Jesus, in his own person, and with 
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his. own hand brake this bread, to show that he was 
voluntary and active in his death. His consent 
was necessary, and he freely gave it. When the 
officers came to apprehend him, he went to meet 
them, and said to them, *^ Whom seek ye 'f So 
much was his heart set upon the work, that he 
delivered himself up to the tormentors; and was 
even straitened till his bloody baptism was accom- 
plished. And this bread was thus broken that we 
might have a sensible and lively representation of 
the bitterness and painfulqess of his sufferings. 
Though a bone of Christ was not broken, yet they 
^ere all out of joint : his sinews torn, his flesh 
bruised, . and a dreadful storm of wrath broke in 
upon his -soul. Now this, Christ would have re- 
presented to us, and remembered by us ; and there- 
fore he brake the bread, that we might, as with 
our own eyes, behold his agony. And herein he 
seems to address us in those moving words, ''Is it 
nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? Behold, and see 
if there be any sorrow likcr unto my sorrow, which 
is done unto me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted 
me in the day of his fierce anger," Lam. i. 12. 
'' Look here, sinners, see how this bread is dealt with ; 
80 was I bruised and broken. In this broken element 
you may see, as in a glass, what my body under- 
went." But he did not stop here. As soon as he 
had blessed the bread, he brake it, gave it to his 
disciples, and said, '' Take, eat^" He sanctifies 
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the bread, puts a blessing into it, and then gives 
it to his disciples. He is not like those persons 
who, as they acquire riches, keep all to themselres. 
He lays up only that he may lay out. The bread 
is brought forth and broken; not barely to be 
looked upon, but to be eaten. To us it may seem 
a light matter to eat a small piece of bread in an 
ordinance ; but it appears a circumstance of high 
importance, when it is considered that it was ap- 
pointed by God to shadow out the workings of our 
souls towards Christ crucified in a way of faith 
and enjoyment. God is sometimes pleased to annex 
great blessings to mean performainces. The fool- 
ishness of preaching converts souls, ^nd so this 
action of eating bread, seriously performed, may 
be accompanied with large experiences of grace 
and consolation. While we are in this embodied 
state, and need the ministry of our external senses, 
God will be glorified by bodily actions. But though 
there is something to employ the mouth, the prin- 
cipal glory of this tablets, that it furnishes a feast 
for the mind, and sets the soul upon delighting 
itself in fatness. And it may be said of this 
ordinance especially, <' They that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength." It is the natural 
effect of eating, that nature is fortified, and the 
spirits are invigorated ; and is it not so when f^iith 
has been feeding on the Lord Jesus Christ ? How 
does this relieve the wouiided conscience, strengthen 
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the Minting heart, and animate the whole man! 
How many times, christians, have you gone irom 
the Lord's table with new life and spirits, walking 
and leaping, and praising God ! ^' Now I can face 
the world, let it fawn or let it frown. I have had 
Bach a taste of the good world to come, that this 
world is dead to me, and I to it. Now I can fight 
against those fleshly lusts, which war against my 
soul, with greater resolution than ever. I have 
seen so much of what my blessed Saviour suffered 
for sin, that I hate it with perfect hatred, and will 
never be easy till I have accomplished its destruc- 
tion. I can do all things through Christ strength- 
ening me.*' This has been the delightful experience 
of many ; why is it not so more frequently ? What 
mean our feeble and corrupt graces, our carnal 
barren conversation, our low langubhing comforts '( 
Alas'! that Christ should be at such pains to feed 
us, and we improve and increase no more. It is 
not for want of a full table and rich provisions; 
but our own remissness, and unbelief, and slothful- 
ness are the cause. Come, then, my fellow chris- 
tians, let us take and eat, not bread and wine only, 
that is the least part of our work. It were a poor 
performance, indeed, to come to the Lord's table, 
and taste nothing of Christ there. We lose all the 
comfort and benefit of the ordinance. For, take 
Christ out of it, and it is an insipid, useless cere- 
mony. God forbid that there should be one at 
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this table who, when he takes the bread into hia 
mouth> does not receive Christ into his heart. 

What say ye now, christians; is not his flesh 
meat indeed, and his blood drink indeed? Can the 
world, with all its boasting, furnish such a feast aa 
this ? Let it appear that you have been feeding on 
Christ, by your indifference to every thing else ; 
and let gratitude to Christ, for so rich an enter-* 
tainment, engage you to exert yourselves in his 
cause. He thinks not his own flesh too good for 
you; do not you reckon your lives too dear foi: 
him. And if it be so pleasant to feed on those 
memorials of his broken body here, what will 
heaven be, where the Lamb, which is in the midst 
of the throne, shall feed us, and lead us to living 
fountains of water? Let us look above ordinances 
and emblems, and take a glimpse of glory. . Let 
us anticipate the blissful period, when we shall 
come to the general assembly and church of the 
first-born, and to an innumerable company of an- 
gels, and to God the Judge of all, and to Jesus 
the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the 
blood of sprinkling. And when we shall jpin with 
all the glorified host in singing the song of Moses 
and of the Lamb, saying, '' Unto him that loved 
us, and washed us in his own blood, and hath made 
us to our God kings and priests, to Him be glory 
and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." 



MEDITATION XIV. 

[April 7, 1799.] 



JOB XXIII. 3. 
OH THAT I KN£W WHERE I MIOUT FIND HIM ! 



That this should be the language of those that 
begin to live to Christ, is not at all to be wondered 
at. You have been for some time as uneasy as 
you could live. You knew that your souls were 
not safe. You were convinced that the way you 
were in would end in destruction. You had often 
heard Christ knocking at your door, and, as it 
were, entreating to be let in ; but something or 
other was always in the way, that it was not con- 
venient just then; and you said to Christ, though 
with some reluctance, '* Go thy way fof this time, 
and when I have a more convenient season I will 
send for thee." With this ungrateful repulse, 
Christ withdrew; but, instead of that ease and 
quiet in your conscience which you expected, you 
have been more uneasy and distressed than ever. 
Now you are afraid that Christ resents your dismis- 
sion of him, and will never return and knock again ; 
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and that made you ju8t now ciy out with 80 much 
earnestness, '' O ! that I koew where I might find 
him !" I was rejoiced to hear you say so, and I hope 
you will jDOTer give over seeking till you do really 
find Him whom your souls love. And for your com- 
fort, I can tell you that if you are now roused from 
your sinful slumbers, and your desires after Christ 
are sincere and fervent, there is reason to hope that 
Christ is not far off. You know how it was with 
the spouse when she was thoroughly awake, and 
got up and went about the streets inquiring for her 
beloved, and had suffered much from the watchmen, 
she said, *' It was but a little that I parted from 
them when I found him whom my soul loveth." 
I hope soon to hear you say the same.' You are 
right to put yourselves in the way through which 
Jesus usually passes ; and who can tell but he may 
spy you out in the sycamore tree, and kindly say, 
'* Make haste and come down, for to-day I must 
abide at thy house?'' Forgive me this wrong. 

I said just now, that it was not strange to hear 
young beginners lamenting after Christ ; and cry- 
ing out, with eagerness and anguish, *' I that I 
knew where I might find him !" But who should 
expect to hear such a complaint from any one of 
yoUf christians? You who have been so long 
followers and friends, and shall I say intimates of 
Christ, who have been so often welcome guests at 
this table '( When he brought you into his ban-* 
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qiieting house, his hanner over you was love; 
when you sat under his shadow with great delight, 
and his fruit was sweet unto your taste, and you 
could say, with a well-grounded hope and rapturous 
joy, " My beloved is mine, and I am his." And 
now for you to say, '^ O ! that I knew where I 
might find him !" Ah ! christians, may I ask, 
'* How came you to lose him V* We know the 
Lord is with us while we are with him. Did then 
the strangeness begin with you ? " Yes, indeed it 
did ;" you say. '' We did not value and improve his 
presence as we should ; and were grown careless 
and Tenturesome. He did not withdraw without 
great provocation. We can blame no one but our- 
selves. We have smarted severely for our folly, 
and we are come hither with a full intention, if we 
can meet him, to humble ourselves before him, to 
confess our fault, and implore mercy to pardon, tfnd 
grace to help in time of need." If this is the case 
with any of you, be thankful that yon have such a 
merciful and faithful High Priest; who can be 
touched with the feeling of your infirmities ; who 
hath made reconciliation for iniquity; and ever 
liveth to make intercession for transgressors : and I 
hope, before we depart, he will show himself to you 
again, and kindly say, ''Thy sins are forgiven 
thee, go in peace." 

But there may be others that are not able to as« 
sign any particular cause for Christ's withdrawing. 
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You are not conscious of having wilfully failed in 
any accustomed duty, and yet you walk in dark- 
ness and see no light. You go forward, but he is 
not there; and backward, but you cannot per- 
ceive him; and, sabbath after sabbath, sacrament 
after sacrament, have sought him sorrowing. And 
you are afraid you shall be disappointed again to- 
day. Well ; and if you should, you are to re- 
member that Christ has left himself at liberty to 
manifest himself, when and to whom he pleases. 
Sometimes he passes by old and experienced be- 
lievers, and looks in upon young and weak be- 
ginners. Sometimes he discovers himself in one 
ordinance, and sometimes in another ; and some- 
times he passes by all ordinances, and meets his 
people in a providence. Sometimes he appears 
suddenly, and our souls, or ever we are aware, are 
made like the chariots of Anmiinadib ; and some- 
times we are kept long waiting, in the midst of 
many painful discouragements, before we can get 
a glance of his person, or a comfortable word from 
his mouth. Doubtless Christ has wise and gra- 
cious purposes to answer, by this seemingly unkind 
withdrawment ; upon this occasion, it may not 
be unseasonable if we attempt to guess at some 
of them. 

Why, then, it may be partly to teach believers 
to look above second causes, to Christ himself for 
comfort. If sensible manifestations were confined 
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to particular times and places, so that whoever at- 
tends would be sure to come away rejoicing; in 
that case, the means would be idolized, and Christ 
be hardly thanked. But when we find Christ at 
one time, and at another time miss him, though we 
attend as we think with equal seriousness and care, 
this serves to convince us, that it ia not the ordi- 
nance, but Christ himself that is the spring of con- 
solation. Or it may be partly for the trial and 
exercise'of faith. If Christ were, always present, 
and we were to walk every day, and all the day 
long in the light of his countenance, there would 
be BO room for faith ; at least there would be no 
difficulty in it. But however christians may be 
sometimes so indulged, it was never designed to be 
their ordinary attainment. We are to walk by 
faith, not by sight. Or, perhaps, it may be to 
make us more watchful and diligent. Christ has 
not bound himself to any particular course ; yet 
surely, if we make free with sin, or are remiss in 
duty ; if we frequently omit it, or care not how 
sl^htingly we perform it, we could not reasonably 
expect to meet with Christ; or should soon lose 
him again if we did. And we may generally ob- 
serve, that we are never more diUgent and iutent in 
the exercises of religion, than when seeking Christ 
in the season of inward darkness and desertion. 
So God said it would be : 'M will go and return to 
my place till they acknowledge their ofifence, and 
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seek my face : in their affliction they will seek .me 
early," Hosea v. 15. 

Or it may be intended to promote humility, 
whether we want Christ's presence or enjoy it. 
If we want it, we should remember that Christ 
has never bound himself to any particular time or 
way of manifestation. If we have sanctifying and 
supporting grace, it is infinitely more than we de- 
serve. If we enjoy much of his presence, we are 
apt to grow proud of the distinction, and' to look 
down with contempt upon less favoured disciples. 

Or finally, it may be to make us more willing to 
die. Were we to be always on the mount with 
Christ, we should be tempted to say, with Peter, 
'* Lord, it is good to be here ;" and to wish for no- 
thing farther. But we are to remember that this 
is not our rest. Our clearest discoveries, and 
highest enjoyments here, are but shadows of better 
things to come. And perhaps it is to make us long 
more earnestly for that blessed state, and reconcile 
us to dying in order to obtain it, that our present 
discoveries and enjoyments are so rare and so short. 
Here we have but now and then a sip of the cup 
of consolation ; there we shall drink full draughts 
of 'bliss. Here we see Christ but through a glass 
darkly ; there we shall, with open face, behold his 
glory, and so shall we be ever with the Lord. If 
those thoughts were more fkmiliar to us, so far from 
putting death from us as an evil day, we should be 
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often thinking of it and wishing for it, and rejoic- 
ing in any symptoms of its approach ; and, as if wd 
thought his chariots long in coming, we should be 
frequently hastening him, and saying, ** Come^ 
Lord Jesus, come quickly." Well ; but there are 
some, and, I hope, the greatest number, who are 
rejoicing in a present Saviour. 

While others are come hither, anxiously seeking 
Jesus which was crucified, you brought him with 
you, or you meet him here by particular appoint^ 
ment. 

While others have their eyes holden, that they 
should no't know him, blessed are your eyes, for 
they see ; and your ears, for they hear^ And no 
sooner did you say, '' Let my beloved conie into 
his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits ;** but Christ 
instantly replied, '' I am come into my garden, my 
sister, my spouse. Eat, O ! friends ; drink, yea, 
drink abundantly, O beloved." 

As ye have therefore received Christ the Lord, 
so walk ye in him; rooted and built up in him, 
and stahlished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 
abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

O ! christians, you have much to be thankful 
for. Be thankful that you were stirred up to seek 
Christ, when so many others see no form nor come- 
liness in him, nothing for which they should desire 
him. Be thankful that you have been permitted 
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to see Christy when so many others are still follow- 
ing hard after him ; and, in the bitterness of their 
souls, crying, ** O ! that I knew where I might 
find him/' Be thankful that you have been once 
more entertained with Divine dainties at his table, 
when so many others are still wandering in the 
highways and hedges, greedy after husks, and pe- 
rishing with hunger. But sach distinguishing pri- 
vileges demand something more than thanks. It 
is expected that you be living epistles of Christ, 
known and read of all men. It is expected that 
the life of Jesus be made manifest in your mortal 
flesh, and that you bear about continually the dying 
of the Lord Jesus. It is expected that you should 
take his yoke upon you, and learn of him to be 
meek and lowly in heart. In short, it is expected 
that you show so much of the christian in the whole 
of your temper, carriage, and conversation, that the 
world may take knowledge of you^ that you have 
this day been with Jesus. 



MEDITATION XV. 

[June 2, 1799.} 

CANTICLES VI. 2. 

MY BELOVED IS GONE DOWN INTO HIS GARDEN, TO THE BEDS 
OF SPICES, TO FEED IN THE GARDENS, AND TO GATHER 
LILIES. 

Christians, you have been this morning seeking 
Jesus which was crucified ; and as he often walk 
in the midst of the golden candlesticks, I hope you 
have not been altogether disappointed. But the 
transient and imperfect glimpse you got of him 
there, only inflamed your desire after a nearer and 
clearer view of him as he is feeding in his garden. 
By the garden, we are to understand the visible 
church ; all that are separated from the rest of 
the world by a profession of true faith in Christ. 
It is an enclosed garden, secured, for the owner's 
use and entertainment, from the inroads of those 
that would injure and destroy it. It is a watered 
garden ; whereas the rest of the world is a barren 
wilderness, a dry and thirsty land where no water 
is. The church has the word and Spirit accom- 
panying the ordinance like a river, the streams 
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whereof make glad the city of our God. It is 
also a well planted garden, famished with all 
manner of trees and flowers for beauty and fruit- 
fulness. By those emblems are set forth the va- 
riety of g^races in believers. Some are more emi- 
nent for one grace, and some for another. Some 
may be compared to cedars and some to lilies. 
Christ is the great Proprietor of this garden, and 
often honours and blesses it with his presence. 
Indeed, it is all the glory of our religious assem- 
blies, that Christ is among us. And all the profit 
and advantage by means of ordinances depends 
entirely on the presence and blessing of Christ. 
But are we so sensible of it as we should be ? 
Are we so sensible of it as we have been ? May 
not Christ say to us, as he did to the church of 
Ephesus, *' Nevertheless, I have somewhat against 
thee, because thou hast left thy first love?'' Might 
not Christ say to us, *' Once I was had- in esteem 
among you ; you took pains to obtain and secure 
my presence ; and, if I did but frown or talk of 
going away, sorrow filled your hearts : but now I 
may' come if I please, and stay away if I please, 
and am little regarded by you. You have a name 
and form, an outside, and that contents you ; 
whether any are converted or edified yon little ask 
or care." O that we were deeply humbled and 
grieved that we should ever be so cold and slighting 
in our carriage towards him, whom yet we call our 
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Beloved ! O that we were stirred up to be watchful, 
and streugthen the things which remain and are 
ready to die; that we might, if possible, recover 
something of what we have lost, and again be 
blessed with his presence and favour. But if 
Christ be the Owner of this garden, and has 
been at such expense about it, surelj it is no 
more than reasonable that he should enjoy the 
fruit of it. He has given us sabbaths and sacra- 
ments, line upon line, precept upon precept. He 
has tried us with mercies, to see if we would love 
him and serve him the better for them. He has 
tried us with afflictions, taken away this and the 
other earthly comfort, to see if we would rather 
suffer than sin; whether we would love a smiting 
as well as a smiling God. But what return does he 
meet with from us ? Alas ! the very contrary of 
what he might expect : much received, and little 
or nothing done. Little love, little self-denial, 
little submission, little faith, little humiliation, 
little brotherly-kindness. Yea, and, in many cases, 
not only no good fruity but a great deal of bad. 
Instead of humility, there is pride. Instead of self- 
denial, there is self-pleasing. Instead of faith and 
patience, there are fretfulness and unbelief. In- 
stead of brotherly- kindness, there are anger, malice, 
and revenge. When we think of this, it is a 
wonder that we have not been, a long time ago, 
cut down and cast into the fire. But let it be 
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remembered, that when Christ comes down into 
his garden, it is to eat his pleasant fruit, to feed 
among the lilies. When you look for a friend 
whom you greatly esteem, you study, by what you 
can procure, to make his stay with you agreeable* 
Christ is our best and dearest Friend ; and should 
we think any thing too much to get to make him 
welcome ? He requires no outward cost ; it is the 
heart he looks to. If you would please him, you 
must bring him the heads of his and your enemies ; 
bring him your slain lusts and sinful desires ; bring 
him those graces which are most opposite to yoiir 
beloved corruptions ; bring him that which the 
flesh would most willingly keep, and bring it cheer-* 
fully. The more struggles it costs you, the more 
acceptable to Christ : and you must acknowledge, 
after all, that from Christ is your fruit found. 
But alas ! how seldom .is he thus entertained by 
us ! And is this our love to Christ ? Must we 
please ourselves first, and please the world next, 
and then do a little towards pleasing Christ. Can 
we think he will stay where he is so treated? 
*' Offer it now unto thy governor, will he be pleased 
with thee, or accept thy sacrifice, saith the Lord 
of hosts ?" Would any earthly friend take it well, 
if, when he comes to your house, you should bring 
out the worst you have, and reserve the best for 
yourselves and other guests that were greatly his 
inferiors ? Would not he resent it, and go away, 
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and threaten never to come near you again. And 
might not Christ resent our treatment of him, and 
go away displeased ? O ! christians, let us con- 
sider the honour and privilege of having Christ 
among us. In having him, we have the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, to whom all power is 
committed both in heaven and on earth. We 
should think it wonderful condescension, if a 
nobleman, or much more if a prince, should visit 
us, if he were only to call at the door, and stay 
but a little while. Yet this is nothing to the 
honour of having the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, to be our Visiter, to be our Guest ; not 
only to call in upon us, but to take up his abode 
with us. It becomes us to use the humble lan- 
guage of the centurion, ** Lord, I am not worthy 
that thou shouldst come under my roof." It is 
wonderful condescension that he should entertain 
a thought about us. If he had sent an angel with 
a token of his favour, it had been kind ; but that 
he should come himself, and stay with us till we 
were fit to go with him to heaven, this is such 
amazing love as our hearts may dwell upon with 
delight and rapture. The honour of a visit from 
a prince were sufficient recompense, though we 
were to receive no advantage, but rather were put 
to considerable expense for his entertainment. 
But Christ brings something besides honour : he 
causes those who love him to inherit substance, 
and he will fill their treasury. He brings a pardon 
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with him. What he said to the man sick of the 
palsy, that he says to every soul where he comes 
ID special love. ** Son, be of good cheer, thy sins 
be forgiven thee. I have brought with me a per- 
fect righteousness to answer all the demanda of the 
law. I have brought wherewith to discharge all 
the immense debt, which thou hast contracted to 
Divine justice. Here is peace with God for thee. 
Here is peace with conscience for thee. Thou hast 
been a great sinner, but thou shalt find that I am a 
great Saviour. My blood cleanseth from all un- 
righteousness.*' O ! christians, this one blessing 
is worth more than a thousand worlds. 

Again, Christ brings strength with him. If 
you know any thing of yourselves, you must 
know that you are weak and helpless ; and may 
well tremble at the thoughts of it, when you con- 
sider what enemies you have to encounter, both 
within and without ; what important work you have 
toMo, and what heavy burdens you have to bear. 
How welcome then must Christ be when he comes 
with a fresh supply of Divine strength ! To hear him 
say, ** Fear not, thou worm, Jacob, for I am with 
thee ; I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteousness. Thou 
art weak, but I am strong ; my grace shall be 
sufficient for thee ; and my strength shall be made 
perfect in thy weakness.'' 

Again. When Christ comes, he brings forth 
comfort as well as strength. Therefore the apostle 
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prays for the Thessalonians ; '* Now our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which 
hath loved us, and given us everlasting consolation 
and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts , 
and stahlish you in evecy good word and work." 
Christ has made abundant provision for our com- 
fort, as well as for our safety ; and we might have 
more of it if we were not wanting to ourselves, 
if we did not suffer ourselves to be so taken 
up with worldly and sensual gratiBcations. But 
Christ will not bestow his consolations on those 
who know not how to value them. 

When Christ comes, he brings with him a com- 
petency of the good things of this world. For God, 
having given us his Son, shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things ? Where Christ is, 
worldly enjoyments come with a peculiar relish; 
when we can look upon our food, raiment, houses, 
lands, friends, and every thing as the purchase of 
Christ's death, the tokens of his love, and the 
earnest of better things to come. For Christ 
brings with him a right and title to eternal life. 
He purchased it for them by his death ; and he is 
gone to prepare a place for them in his Father's 
house : and when all things are ready, he will 
come again, and receive them to himself, that where 
he is, there they may be also. 

You see that Christ comes not empty-handed. 
He brings every thing that a poor, hungry, perish- 
ing soul can want or wish for ; but you know the 
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entertainment should be mutual. He expects to 
sup with us, as well as invites us to sup with him. 
But what have we to entertain him with. Yet I 
hope you are not come empty-handed. '' The 
mandrakes give a smell, and at our gates are all 
manner of pleasant fruits, new and old, which I 
have laid up for thee, O ! my beloved." ** Awake, 
O north wind, and come, thou south, blow upon 
my garden, that the spices thereof may flow out. 
Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his 
pleasant fruit." 

Christians, if you have at last found him whom 
your souls love, if you have met him in his garden, 
and been richly entertained by him ; if you have 
sat under his shad6w with great delight, and his 
fruit has been sweet unto your taste; if he has 
brought you pardon, strength, comfort, much in 
hand, and a promise of a great deal more, be 
thankful, be joyful, but specially be watchful, that 
nothing rob you of your treasure. When you go 
out again into the world, you will be exposed to a 
thousand dangers. Take your Beloved in the arms 
of your faith along with you, singing as you go. 
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I charge you all, ye earthly toys. 
Approach not to disturb my joys ; 
Nor siu, nor hell, come near my heart, 
Nor cause my Saviour to depart." 



MEDITATION XVI. 

[June 1, 1800.] 



LUKE VI. 21. 
BLESSED ARE YE THAT HUNGER NOW : FOR YE SHALL BE FILLED. 



So said He in whom all fulness dwells; and we 
bless him for it. For has he said it, and shall he 
not make it good ? Or, rather, has he not already 
made it good? Have you not often tasted that 
the Lord is gracious. Has he not often, from this 
table, fed y6u with the finest of his wheat, and 
satisfied you as with marrow and fatness ? Have 
not you sat under his shadow with great delight, 
and his fruit been sweet unto your taste? And 
of his fulness have you not all received, and 
grace for grace ? And yet who that sees our 
leanness, poverty, and rags; who that observes 
our weak, withering, dying graces, would believe 
that he had ever brought us to his banqueting 
house ; that he had ever filled us with good things, 
or that he was so full himself, or so free to com- 
municate, as he has been represented. Such a 
disgrace are we to our all-full and all-filling Jesus. 

o 
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And such is the imperfection of the present state, 
that the supplies we receive one day will not 
suffice for the next. We must he daily fed, or we 
cannot live. If the communication he ever so lit- 
tle interrupted, our souls languish. But, chris- 
tians, let not your hearts be troubled. Unless 
desire fail, your supplies shall not fail ; for Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever. He that has supplied the saints in all ages, 
for so many thousand years, will continue to sup- 
ply you, and all that shall come after you, till the 
end of time. What a Saviour is this I So com- 
plete, and yet so compassionate ! He knoweth our 
frame, and can be touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities. He himself was once an hun- 
gred, and in a wilderness too, a desert place 
where there was no prospect of an immediate sup- 
ply ; and the devil took the opportunity to tempt 
him to distrust Providence, and work a miracle 
for his relief. But the tempter was sent away 
disappointed, and angels came and ministered unto 
him. And now that our adversary, who conti- 
nually lieth in wait to deceive, may not take thfe 
advantage of our necessities to draw us into im- 
patience and presumption, he has turned our wil- 
derness into a fruitful field. He keeps a table ready, 
and richly furnished ; and no hungry soul need be 
at a loss for a moment where to get a feast. 
Eat, O friends; drink, yea drink abundantly, 
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O beloved. Why do you hesitate and draw back, 
as if you doubted your welcome ; or as if you were 
discouraged at the seeming scantiness of the pro- 
vision ? If Jesus will but condescend to break the 
bread and bless it, never fear ; you shall all eat and 
be filled ; and the fragments that remain, shall appear 
to be more than was first set forth. And, what is 
stronger still, every one shall be filled with that which 
he liked best ; or, rather, with that which he wanted 
most: quickening grace, strengthening grace, 
sanctifying grace, comforting grace. Every one 
shall have his portion, in due season. If you stag- 
ger at this, through unbelief, and it appear to be 
wholly incredible, that any man can contain and 
convey blessings so valuable, and in such variety 
and abundance ; let it be remembered, that this is 
no objection against the Man Christ Jesus ; for in 
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
And I know not how we can employ this little 
interval, before we partake, more pleasingly, than 
by contemplating this Divine fulness of Him, 
with whom (I had almost said on whom) we are 
going to feast. 

1 . It is an incomprehensible fulness. 

The apostle calls it the unsearchaMe riches of 
Christ. And he had as great a knowledge of 
this matter as any mortal ever had ; and yet, the 
further he looked, and the deeper he dived, the more 
unfathomable he found it. Angels desired to look 
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into it ; but even angels retired with astonishment, 
as unable to comprehend it. God only knows the 
fulness which he has laid up in Christ. You 
have heard much of it from others, and you have 
tasted a little of it yourselves; enough perhaps 
to make ^^our hearts burn within you: but be 
assured, that what you have hitherto heard or 
seen of Christ, is nothing to what he has to reveal. 
It is only seeing through a glass darkly. When 
you come to see him, face to face, you will jGnd 
that the one half was not told you. And you 
will perceive new wonders continually opening 
upon you ; so that you are as far from compre- 
hending the love of Christ, or the riches of Christ, 
as when you first began to inquire. 

2. It is a perfect fulness. 

The infinite, all-comprehending mind of God, 
foresaw the wants of every soul ; and accordingly 
furnished his Son with an infinite variety and suffi- 
ciency of saving gifts. If you were to inquire of 
all the saints on earth, or of all the glorified in 
heaven, you would find them all confirming the 
same truth, and joining in the same chorus — Unto 
him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we can ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us ; unto him be glory, 
world without end. O ! my soul, hast thou no 
testimony nearer home, that thou goest so far 
abroad ? Thou hast to do with the same Saviour 
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as the greatest saint of them all ; and didst thou 
ever find him deficient? In all the variety of 
cases which thou hast carried to the Lord, some 
of them intricate and distressing, where the advice 
and assistance of the wisest and hest of men were 
of no avail, has not he made your way plain, be- 
fore your face; made rough places smooth, and 
crooked things straight, and difficult things easy ; 
and ordered all things for your truest, your ever- 
lasting good ? 

3. It is a communicable fulness. 

If it were not so, what should we be the better 
for his being so full? If he were not ready to 
communicate, it were all one to us, as if he had 
been literally in all things made like unto his 
brethren; a poor, empty, insignificant man, like 
ourselves. But, christians, you can all bear wit- 
ness for him, that he is as free as he is full ; that 
he received gifts for men, and that he giveth to all 
liberally, and upbraideth not ; as the living Fountain, 
he sends forth the streams of life ; as Head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, he se- 
cretly conveys nourishment and strength to all his 
members. If Christ's thoughts had been as our 
thoughts, and his ways as ours, he had hoarded up 
immense stores ; and then boasted of his acquisi- 
tions, and looked down with contempt on all below 
him, as if he should say, " Stand off, for I am wiser, 
and richer, and holier than thou." But far from 
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this, Christ had large designs, a hountiful heart ; 
when he took this fulness, it was for the general 
good, that others might have the benefit of it. He 
is not a fountain sealed up ; but a spring open to 
all coiners. He filled himself with grace, that he 
might fill you, christians, with light, life, holiness, 
and joy, and every thing you can want to complete 
your blessings. 

4. To complete the whole, it is a never-failing ful- 
ness. Though Christ, in his divine beneficence, goes 
on distributing his favours with a Godlike liberality, 
yet he is not weary of doing good. It would be 
sad indeed, if this blessed fountain should be dried 
up, so that when the poor and needy came to 
seek water, there should be none : if, when a poor 
trembling sinner throws himself at his feet, and 
cries, " Lord, save me, or I perish,'* Christ should 
say to him, '^ Salvation is not in me ; you are 
come too late ; my blessings are all disposed of." 
But there is no danger ; Christ, though constantly 
giving, is still full. The rich treasures laid up in 
him shall not only not be exhausted, but they 
shall not be diminished; notwithstanding all the 
blessed emanations of love and life that have 
flowed from him. The sun is as bright and full of 
refreshing virtue now as ever, though it has en- 
lightened and warmed the world for so many thou- 
sand years. Its glory is not the less dazzling, 
nor are its influences less invigorating, than on 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 151'' 

the day that it was first lighted up. And the San 
of righteousness is the same unaltered Fountain of 
wisdom and life now as ever, though so many 
millions have received of his fulness, and partaken 
of his rich and everlasting communications. I ap- 
peal to every one of you, christians, if he be not 
as free and bountiful to-day, as if you were the 
very first that had ever applied to him for relief? 
O christians, what have you, time after time, 
enjoyed here; and what have you carried away 
from this well-furnished table? Sometimes you 
have gone away strong in faith, giving glory to 
God; sometimes sorrowing for sin after a godly 
sort; sometimes with hearts inflamed with love; 
sometimes filled with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. Indeed it is your own fault if you ever go 
empty away. Blessed are ye '' which hunger 
now;" who are waiting for the consolation of 
Israel; who are desiring some fresh discovery of 
Christ; who are longing that your Beloved might 
come into his garden and feed among the lilies. 
Blessed are ye now, for there are thousands around 
you who are perishing for want of Christ, and yet 
feel no desires after him. And thrice blessed shall 
you be, if he be known of you, " in breaking of 
bread." If he gives you, as it were, his own flesh 
to eat, and with a smile of infinite benignity says, 
" Take, eat, this is my body, which was broken for 
you." The hungry he filleth with good things. 
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He loves to see the denres of your soals enlarged. 
Do not be content with cmmbs. Remember, you 
aie fasting with One, in whom all folness dwells. 
Since, therefore, yoa are not straitened in him, be 
not straitened in yourseWes. Be thankful for any 
thing, but aim at all. Take with you words and 
say, ** Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak 
yet this once. Thou hast already given me more 
than I could ask ; but I want more still. I must 
have a whole Christ, or my soul will starve and 
perish, after all that thou hast done to save me. I 
must have thee for my Prophet, for my Priest, and 
for my King; for my Surety, for my Advocate. 
I cannot part with one of thy characters, or with 
one of those blessings which thou hast purchased. 
Thou hast filled many hungry souls with good 
things. O do not send me empty away." '' No," 
says the aU-gradous and bountiful Saviour, ^' ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. Open 
thy mouth wide, and I will fill it." 

What say ye now, my fellow-christians, before 
we depart. Have you tasted his pleasant fruit? 
Have you been satisfied as with marrow and fat- 
ness ? Have you received of his fulness ? Have 
you enjoyed much here, and have you something 
to carry away too ? Go, then, and tell the world 
what a bountiful Master you serve. When they 
speak of him with disrespect, and say, *' What profit 
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shall we have by waiting upon him?'* tell them 
what he hath done for your souls : convince them, 
by the cheerfulness of your countenances, the vi- 
gour of your walk, and the rich treasure of your 
experiences, that you have not served him for 
nought. Take care how you discover an immo- 
derate fondness for worldly enjoyments. Ye are 
lights set upon hills; and if those that watch fojr 
your halting see you to-morrow eager after carnal 
pleasures, they will quickly point to you, and say, 
'' Look, it was but yesterday that they pretended to 
renounce the world, and to be dead to the world, 
and that their whole desire was after spiritual 
blessings ; and boasted that they had been so filled 
with a feast of fat things, that they should never 
be able to relish the poor paltry enjoyments of this 
world any more ; and yet see, there they are^ in- 
quiring of every one they meet, * Who will show us 
any good V making haste to be rich, and as mere 
worldlings as any of us/' Christians, for the ho- 
nour of Him in whom all fulness dwells, let us not 
give occasion to such reproachful accusations. In 
laying up treasure on earthy be honest, be indus- 
trious, and let your moderation be known unto all 
men. But in laying up treasures in heaven, be 
diligent, eager, and insatiable. Court chiefly the 
best gifts. Labour hard for that meat which en- 
dureth to everlasting* life ; and be ambitious to be 
rich as the richest, in faith, and love, and good 
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works. Keep up a constant and close correspond- 
ence with Him, who can supply all your need; 
and wait with patience till God shall call to you, 
saying, ^' Friend, come up higher ; where you shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more; where 
the Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne, 
shall feed you, and lead you to living fountains of 
water; and God shall wipe away all tears from 
your eyes." 



MEDITATION XVII, 

[February 1, 1801.] 



JOHN III. 16, 

GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN 
SON, IHAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVETH IN HIM SHOULD NOT 
PERISH, BUT HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE. 



Never, no never, was love like unto this love. 
God love the world ! Amazing ! Only think what 
the world was. A company of beggars, strangers, 
outcasts, rebels, enemies; defiled, deformed, de- 
praved. Hear God's own account of them : '' And 
as for thy nativity, no eye pitied thee, to do any 
of these unto thee, to have compassion upon thee ; 
but thou wast cast out into the open field, to the 
loathing of thy person, in the day that thou wast 
bom," Ezek. xvi. 5. Was there any thing in- 
viting ? rather, could any thing be more disgust- 
ing; and yet it follows, '' And when I passed by 
thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I 
said unto thee, when thou wast in thy blood, live ; 
yea, I said unto thee, when thou wast in thy blood. 
Live ; yea, I sware unto thee, and entered into a 
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I 

covenant with thee, saith the Lord God, and thou 
becamest mine." Is this the manner of man, O 
Lord God? One would rather have expected, that 
when the Lord looked down from heaven upon the 
children of men, and saw that they were all gt)ne 
aside, that they were altogether become filthy, that 
there was none that did good, no, not one, that it 
should have been said, *' God so hated the world, 
and loathed it, that he turned from it with abhor- 
rence, and swore in his wrath. My Son shall no 
more intercede for them ; my Spirit shall no longer 
strive with them. Let him that is filthy be filthy 
still; and those that are unjust be unjust for ever.'' 
And if He had said so, behold ! we are vile, what 
could we answer him ? 

But God's thoughts are not our thoughts, nor 
his ways our ways. God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son. That He should 
love us at all, is wonderful ; considering his majesty 
and our meanness, his purity and our pollution ; 
and there are times when christians themselves can 
hardly believe it true. How can these things be '( 
How can I think it possible, that a high and holy 
God should fix his love on such a wormy on such 
a wretch as L He has said so indeed ; but in 
such an extraordinary case, methinks, I want 
something more than words to confirm my stagger- 
ing faith. Well, then, God willing more abun- 
dantly to show unto the heirs of promise the 
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sincerity of his love, the immutability of his purpose, 
confirmed it by a gift, the most valuable and en- 
dearing. For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, Now, christians, doubt if 
you can. 

We often hear men make great professions of 
kindness and esteem, calling one another by the 
most endearing names, and often saying how much 
they love them, and giving broad hints, if not 
positive assurances, how handsomely they will pro- 
vide for them at their death. But there it rests : 
they do not give them any thing in their lifetime, 
though they know the person they pretend so much 
affection for to be in great straits, and how accept- 
able a small present would be. But God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son ; 
gave him for us, and gave him to us. 

We were debtors to the law. J ustice had seized 
us by the throat, and sternly cried, " Pay me what 
thou owest.'' We could not say, ^' Have patience 
with me, and I will pay thee all ;*' for it was not in 
our power to advance a single mite ; and therefore 
we could expect nothkig but to be thrown into 
prison, from whence we could never hope to escape. 
Then it was that Christ offered to become our 
Bondsman, our Surety, and said, ''.O, righteous 
Father, if these poor creatures owe thee ought^ as 
I know they do a great deal, let it be ever so much, 
put it to my account ; I will repay thee." 

p 
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Besides, we were sold under sin, and led captive 
by Satan at his will ; and we should have remained 
miserable captives for ever, if God had not given 
up his Son to be our ransom ; and partly by price, 
and partly by power, rescued us from this infernal 
slavery, and brought us into the glorious liberty of 
the sons of God. If the Father had not thus given 
him up, it was not all the malice of men or devils 
that could have touched a hair of his head. They 
attempted his life early and often, but because his 
hour was not come, they were always disappointed. 
But when he was delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, then he was 
taken, and by wicked hands was crucified and 
slain. 

O ! love of infinite degree, 

Unmeasuii^le grace ! 
Must Hea^n's eternal darling die. 

To save a traitorous race 

To thee, dear Lord, our flesh and soul. 

We joyfully resign : 
Bless'd Jesus, take us for thine own. 

For we are doubly thihe. 

Thine indeed ; we are bought with a price ; re> 
deemed not with corruptible things, such as silver 
aad gold, but. with the precious blood of Christ, as 
a Lamb without blemish and without spot. Was 
ever love like this? And yet this was not all. 
God so loved the world, that he not only gave up 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 159 

his Son, did not withhold bim, did not spare him ; 
he gave himybr as, and he gives him to us. He 
offered him to the whole world ; but when be came 
to his own, his own received him not ; but to as 
many as received him, to them gave be power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe 
on his name. 

Here, christians, is a fresh call for wonder, love^ 
and praise ; that when he was despised and rejected 
of some, of many, of most, we should be disposed 
to receive him. Naturally, we were no better 
affected towards Christ than they. We were chil- 
dren of disobedience, and children of wrath, even 
as others. We were wandering in the highways 
and hedges; and when Christ invited us to his 
house and table, we at first made light of it. We 
had no relish for spiritual blessings, and went our 
way, one to his farm, and another to his merchan- 
dise. 

Twas the same love that spread the feast. 

That sweetly forced us in : 
Else we had still refused to taste. 

And perish'd in our sin. 

Christ might well say, *' Ye have not chosen me^ 
but I have chosen you" We love him^ because ^ 
loved us first. It was he that inclined me to listen 
to his invitation, and made me willing to accept it 
in the day of his power. O ! what a happy day 
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that was, when he first brought me into his ban- 
queting house, and his banner over me was love. 
When he enabled me to say, '' My Beloved is mine, 
and I am his. With Christ in my arms, I have all 
and abound." I have ofiten experienced the truth 
and sweetness of that precious, precious promise, 
** He that spared not his own Son, but gave him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things V* Christ himself is an unspeak- 
able and comprehensive gift. If I want any tem- 
poral or spiritual blessing, I find that in Christ 
which answers all. In short, want what I will, 
suffer what I will, fear what I will, there is that 
in Christ which overbalances all. 

But what motive could induce God to give his 
only Son to us, and for us ? It could not be that 
he was under any obligations so to do. He owed 
us nothing; unless it were punishment for our 
apostasy and rebellion. It could not be, that he 
needed our services ; for we were utterly disabled 
and depraved ; incapable and indisposed to spiritual 
exercises. It could not be, that he was teased 
into it by our importunity, for we were insensible 
of our misery and danger, and so engrossed by 
worldly cares or sinful pleasures, as not to much 
trouble ourselves about sin or salvation. It is to 
be ascribed only and entirely to free and sovereign 
grace ; or, as our Saviour himself expressed it, 
'* Even so. Father, for so it seemed good in thy 
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sight." God saw the world lying in wickedness, and 
his eye affected his heart. So he said, '' Deliver 
them from going down into the pit, for I have 
found a ransom.'' Such a ransom none but God 
could have found; and none but such a ransom 
would have been accepted; none but that very 
ransom would have been effectual for our delivery. 
But mercy did not stop here. When Divine 
love began to exert itself, it did not save by halves. 
God gave his Son, not merely to save us from 
perishing, but that whosoever should believe on 
him should have everlasting life. We are not only 
delivered from wrath, but restored to favour ; not 
merely pardoned, but preferred ; not merely freed 
from condemnation as rebels, but received into the 
family, and become entitled to all the privileges 
of the sons of God. This is the love that we are 
now assembled to commemorate ; and should it be 
with dry eyes and cold hearts ? Can we muse on 
such a subject, and the fire not bum? Can we 
look on Him whom our sins have pierced, and not 
mourn ? Can we look on him who hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows, and not rejoice ? 

Come Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 

With all thy quickening powers ; 
Come, shed abroad a Saviour's love, 

And that shall kindle ours. 

'* God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
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begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish." 

Did you hear this, you who can be content to 
look at Christ at a distance, but care not to receive 
him 'i Do you hear what God says ? how kindly 
he offers his Son to every one of you ? One would 
have expected that all the world should have been 
ready, with open arms, to embrace their Deliverer. 
But instead of that, the general cry is, " What have 
we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God ?'* 
What have you to do with him ? why, you are to 
commit the saving and the keeping of your souls 
to him. And what objections can you have ? 
Objections from you ? If Christ had made objec- 
tions to receive you, it had been no wonder. Do 
you consider, that if you do not receive him, you 
must perish ? That there is no other name under 
heaven, given amongst men, whereby you can be 
saved ; and that he is able to save to the uttermost 
all that come unto God by him ? What, if here- 
after, in the day of distress, or in the day of death, 
when all refuges fail, you should look piteously to 
Jesus, and in the anguish of your souls cry, ^^ Jesus, 
thou Son of David, have mercy on me !" What if 
Christ should then object, and say, '^ Because I 
have called, and ye refused, I stretched out my 
hand to help and bless you, but none of you re- 
garded ; I also will laugh at your calamity, and 
mock when your fear cometh." Wherefore, ''kiss 
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the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the 
way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him." 

But I call on you, christians, who have received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, and have been now renew- 
ing your oath of allegiance to him as your rightful 
Sovereign, I call on you to rejoice in the Lord 
always, and again I say, Rejoice. Rejoice that 
ever God sent his Son into the world. Rejoice 
that he gave him to you. Rejoice that, when he 
was despised and rejected by so many, it was 
given to you to believe. Rejoice in all his offices, 
of Prophet, Priest, and King. Rejoice in all his 
characters, of Father, Brother, Husband, and 
Friend; and in all of them as your Beloved. 
Rejoice in all the pleasing interviews you had with 
him on earth, and this among the rest ; and spe- 
cially rejoice in the prospect of a nearer and more 
lasting interview above, at the marriage-supper of 
the Lamb, when you shall sit down, not with a few 
poor communicants, of like infirmities and imper- 
fections with yourselves, but with Abraham, and 
Isaac, and Jacob ; with the general assembly and 
church of the first-bom, and the spirits of just men 
made perfect: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words. 



MEDITATION XVIII. 

[April 4, 1802.] 



JOHN ZIV. 28. 



IP Y£ LOVED ME, YE WOULD REJOICE, BECAUSE I SAID, I 

GO UNTO THE FATHER. 



And so we do. We rejoice to find thou art going 
to thy Father and our Father, to thy God and 
our God. But before we can give free indulgence 
to joy, we wish to have some explanation, if thoa 
hadst any unfavourable meaning in that expression, 
"If ye loved me." Is it then a matter of doubt? 
Peter was grieved, when Christ said unto him a 
third time, '^ Lovest thou me?" And we do not 
wonder at it. We are uneasy to hear thee only 
once say, " //"ye loved me." We had rather all 
the world should question the sincerity of our love, 
than Thou shouldst. The world knows but little 
of us ; and from the little they do know, we do 
not wonder that they are sometimes ready to sus- 
pect that we love in word only, and not in deed 
and in truth. They cannot but observe many 
things in our temper, conduct, and conversation, 
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which are hardly consistent with our professed af- 
fection to thee. With grief and shame we must 
confess they had too much reason for suspicion. 
We have heen sometimes almost tempted to ques- 
tion it ourselves. 

Perhaps Christ was less in our thoughts; at 
least, not so often in our mouths as formerly. Per- 
haps we were more intent upon our farm, and our 
merchandise, and could talk of nothing hut huying 
and selling, and getting gain ; and the Saviour was 
put off with the world's leavings, transient and 
accidental ejaculations. Perhaps duties were per- 
formed with less punctuality, and less pleasure, 
than usuaU Perhaps there was some abatement 
in the tenderness of our conscience, and sin began 
to be thought of with more pleasure, at least with 
less abhorrence than formerly. O, christians, can 
we wonder that Christ should be jealous to see his 
worst enemies so smiled upon ? Perhaps we were 
too easy, under those occasional absences of Christ, 
which were kindly intended to try the strength of 
our faith, and the ardour of our love. Perhaps 
there appeared little concern at his withdrawment ; 
no strong cries from our lips ; no passionate wishes 
burst from our hearts to hasten his return. Per- 
haps we had lost much of our wonted appetite and 
relish for those ordinances, where we had formerly 
enjoyed the clearest sight of him, and the most 
comfortable communion with him. And had Christ 
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no reason to think himself slighted ? Is not any 
one of these sad symptoms enough to awake his 
jealousy, if not to kindle his resentment ? Are not 
we ourselves ashamed of so much ingratitude ? 
Do you think, if he should now separately address 
you, hy name, " Man, woman, Lovest thou me ?" 
Could you holdly say, ^' Lord, thou knowest all 
things, thou knowest that we love thee." I hope 
you could, and are ready to add, ^' If we had not 
loved thee, should we have left all to follow thee ? 
We had temptations enough to love the world, and 
our hearts were strongly inclined to mind earthly 
things, and to be pleased and satisfied with them." 
But when Christ was pleased, in sovereign grace, 
to call us, and bid us, and incline us to follow him, 
we immediately and cheerfully consented to give up 
the world, and all our expectations from it ; and 
counted all things but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus the Lord. Would a 
feigned love have carried us through such self-deny- 
ing painful work as that ? Should we have sacrificed 
health, and wealth, and reputation to a shadow? 
Would houses and lands, relation and life, and all 
the world calls valuable, be so easily parted with, 
if we had not preferred the blessed Jesus above our 
chief joy? If we did not love Christ, should we 
have interested ourselves so much in his concerns ? 
Would his friends be our friends ; and his enemies 
be our enemies ? Would his love and his hatred 
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determine ours? Would it give us so much plea- 
sure to hear the name of Christ spoken of with re- 
spect, and the gospel of Christ preached with suc- 
cess ? Would it not he equally indi£ferent to us, 
whether the kingdom of Christy or the kingdom 
of Satan were uppermost ? But we are sure that 
it is not indifferent. We always weep when we re- 
memher Zion ; to see iniquity so much abound in 
the world, and the love of so many of his own dis- 
ciples growing cold. Would those things affect us 
so much as they do if we did not love him ? Let 
not the Lord be angry, and we will speak. 

If we did not love thee, should we be so uni- 
versally satisfied with all thou doest, and with all 
thou requirest? Though thou sometimes writest 
bitter things against us, and seemest coming out 
against us as an enemy, resolved to strike all our 
comforts dead ; though the services thou callest us 
to seem sometimes hard and humbling, yet, in the 
midst of all, have we not, from the bottom of our 
hearts, said, ^' Not our wills, but thine be done ? 
Whatever we lose, or whatever we suffer, Father 
glorify thy own name." Surely, we could never 
have said this if we had not loved thee. We should 
rather have quarrelled with thy providence, and 
charged God foolishly ; and when thou biddest us 
deny ourselves, and take up our cross and follow 
thee, we should have thought it a hard saying, and 
turned back and walked no more with thee. 
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the falness of him that filleth all in all/' £ph. i. 20 
— 23. We read this account of thy present aggran- 
disement with peculiar satisfaction. Every addition 
to thy glory is an increase of our joy ; for what is 
so glorious to thee, is highly advattageous to us. 
Thou mightest well say, '' It is expedient for you 
that I go away." If thou hadst not gone to heaven 
to purchase, and prepare, and take possession of a 
place for us, we had none of us ever heen admitted. 
But now we rejoice in the assurance that thou wilt 
come again and receive us to thyself; that where 
thou art, we may he also. If thou hadst not gone 
away, the Comforter would not have come : but now 
thou hast engaged to send him to us. And when we 
consider who the Holy Ghost is^ and what are his 
offices ; and especially, when we perceive him at 
work upon our souls, whether convincing, teaching, 
witnessing, comforting, sealing, whatever part of 
the grand work he is carrying on, we rejoice and 
say, " All this we owe to thy going away ; and we 
are far enough from being losers by thy absence." 
We have sometimes been foolish enough to wish 
that we could have kept thee always here ; or that 
thou wouldst come again and dwell among us ; but 
it is every way better that thou shouldst be where 
thou art. Thy bodily presence could have been 
only in one place at a time ; but thy Spirit is every 
where, in all places, and at all times. If thou 
hadst not gone to the Father, we should not have 
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had such an Advocate there^ to present and perfume 
our imperfect services, and to support our poor pe- 
titions with his more powerful pleadings. Yes, 
indeed, we rejoice at thy going to the Father: 
and we rejoic^ at the many invaluable benefits 
and blessings we receive in consequence of it. 
We rejoice in the assurance of thy coming again 
a second time, without sin, unto salvation. And, 
in the mean time, we rejoice in the proofs that 
thou art still mindful of us; and for appointing 
those ordinances, in which we are to eat and drink 
in remembrance of thee : may we now be enabled 
to give some incontestable proofs of our love to 
thee, and feel more sensible manifestations of thy 
love to us. And oh ! that from this day, all further 
jealousies and suspicions, on either side, may cease; 
that our fellowship and friendship may be continu- 
ally increasing by every interview, till it be con- 
firmed in that world of rapture, where our love and 
joy shall be perfect and eternal. 

If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

We have now professed and promised further 
love and obedience. Let us not be mere professors ; 
let it be evident to all the world that we love not 
in word only, but in deed and in truth. Let us 
love his ways, and walk in them. Let us love his 
ordinances, and attend upon them. Let us love 
his sabbaths, and sanctify them. Let us love his 
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people, and associate with them. Let us love his 
cross, and be content and willing to bear it. Let 
us go away, and show who love Christ best by the 
holiness and zeal of our lives and conversation, that 
the world may take knowledge of us that we have 
been with Jesus ; that we have tasted of his love ; 
that we have felt its purifying, comforting, quick- 
ening, strengthening influence; and that we are 
constrained thereby to live henceforth, not unto 
ourselves, but to Him that loved us and gave him* 
self for us. 



MEDITATION XIX. 

[Au^st 1, 1802.] 



PSALM L. 5. 



GATHER MY SAINTS TOGETHER UNTO ME; THOSE THAT HAVE 
MADE A COVENANT WITH ME BY SACRIFICE. 



Lord, it is done as thou hast commanded, and 
jet there is room. I have again and again pub- 
lished thy gracious invitation to all the poor, the 
blind, the halt, and the maimed, belonging to this 
congregation. I described to them what a feast 
thou hadst provided ; and told them how thy table 
was fiimishedwith every spiritual blessing they could 
want or wish for. I told them that nothing could 
please thee better than to see thy house full ; but 
notwithstanding all I could say, the greater part of 
them made light of it, and went their way ; one to 
his &rm, and another to his merchandise; they 
minded earthly things only, and had no relish for 
spiritual entertainments ; and this little flock, those 
very few, are all that I could prevail upon to come 
in and partake of thy bounty. Blessed Jesus, it is 
a wonder that thou didst not instantly swear in thy 
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wrath that none of these unthinking, unthankful 
persons, should ever taste of thy supper ; yea, that 
thou didst not instantly and totally withdraw from 
our world, and refuse to hold friendly communion 
with any of our sinful race. So we should have 
done, if a fellow creature had thus slighted and 
abused our kindness. But as high as the heavens 
are above the earth, so high are his thoughts and 
ways above our thoughts and ways. I hope our pre- 
sent experience will be a proof that He can be good 
even to the evil and unthankful ; and that where 
sin hath abounded, grace doth much more abound. 
In this ordinance, we are to consider both our 
privilege and our duty. Some look so much to 
the privilege, as almost to forget the duty; and 
some are so anxious about the duty, as almost to 
forget the privilege : but surely we should have a 
due regard to both. The privilege is that we, who 
were once dead in trespasses and sins, obnoxious to 
God's justice, and ofiFensive to his holiness, through 
inconceivable grace, have been brought into a state 
of spiritual life and &vour with God, and that 
though we have innumerable sins cleaving to us, 
and are daily giving fresh provocations to our Maker 
and Benefactor, we should be invited and admitted to 
this divine feast. How astonishingly kind that we, 
who were once perishing with hunger, and should 
have perished for ever, if sovereign and all-victorious 
grace had not inclined and enabled us to return^ 
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should come back to our Father's house, where we 
find bread enough and to spare ! This is the Bread 
of life which carae down from heaven, concerning 
which Christ said, '* If any man eat of this bread, 
he shall live for ever; and the bread which I give 
is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world." Lord, evermore give us this bread. What 
a rich feast is this ! a feast of fat things, of wine 
upon the lees, well refined. This is to eat angel's 
food — better than that, it is food of which angels 
were never honoured to taste. For to which of 
the angels said he at any time, '* Eat, O friends ; 
drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved ?" No ; 
" Unto you, O men, I call, and my voice is to the 
sons of men^^ For He took not on him the nature 
of angels, but the seed of Abraham. And in all 
things was made like unto us, whom he conde- 
scended to call his brethren. And forasmuch as 
the children were partakers of flesh and blood. He 
also himself likewise took part of the same. And 
I hope that you now find that his flesh is meat in- 
deed, and that his blood is drink indeed. On 
Christ's part all things are ready. Pardon is pur- 
chased and ready ; sanctifying grace is purchased 
and ready ; strength and comfort are purchased and 
ready ; heaven is purchased and ready ; nothing is 
wanting but our humble and thankful acceptance. 
O ! that all was as ready on our part too ! that we 
were as ready to receive what Christ is so ready 
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to communicate ; that our repentance was ready ; 
that our faith and love were ready ; that we could 
say, '' At our gates are all manner of pleasant 
fruits, hoth new and old, which we have laid up for 
thee, O Beloved." 

This is our privilege ; and this leads us to con- 
sider our duty that we have now before us. Our 
Lord's command is, *^ Do this in remembrance of 
me." And was there any danger of forgetting 
him ? Would it not be strange, and sad, and quite 
inexcusable, if we should ever forget him ? What ! 
forget him, who is infinitely excellent and lovely 
in himself, and who has done and sufiFered 86 
much for those who deserved nothing at his 
hands ! Should we forget Him, who, if we are of 
the number of his disciples, is never unmindful of 
us ; who bears our unworthy names upon his breast, 
and is continually making intercession for us; pu- 
rifying our prayers and other services from their 
shameful pollution, and perfuming them with his 
precious incense \ What, then, can we remember 
thee no where but at thy table ? Must we have 
something before our eyes to recollect thee ? Shall 
the trifles of this world find room enough in our 
hearts, and be constant residents there; and the 
love of a dying Jesus have scarcely any place there, 
and then he only an accidental guest ? We have 
memories ready enough to retain any thing that is 
corrupt and defiling; strong to remember injuries 
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or affronts, that are offered us by fellow creatures ; 
but when we should remember the love of a dying 
Redeemer, here our memories are weak and trea- 
cherous. What is the cause of this shameful for- 
getfulness of Christ and his love, it nearly concerns 
us to examine. Perhaps, in some, there is some 
sin that is favoured ; and that makes the thoughts 
of a holy Jesus not so agreeable. In others, per- 
haps, the affections are let out too much upon the 
creature or worldly enjoyments ; and this engages 
those thoughts that should be fixed on Jesus. To 
this purpose we may apply what is said in the 
forty-fifth psalm : ** Hearken, O daughter, and 
consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine 
own people, and thy father's house. So shall the 
King greatly desire thy beauty : for he is thy Lord ; 
and worship thou him." 

We are come hither professedly to remember his 
death : that death which was the greatest wonder 
ever seen or known on oarth since the creation ; 
yea, a greater wonder than the creation itself: that 
death which was the admiration of angels ; the 
cause, the manner, and the end and design of 
which they desired to look into : that death where- 
by true believers are delivered from the wrath of 
God, the terrors of conscience, the sting of death, 
and the torments of hell to all eternity : that death 
which is the fountain of life, and the purchase of 
salvation to all his people. 
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When we are remembering the death of Christ, 
we must remember that it was not for himself that 
he died. For he was perfectly innocent and holy. 
He did no sin, neither was guile ever found in 
his mouth: but he was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, and bruised for our iniquities. Yes, 
we are to remember all this, with a particular 
application of it to ourselves ; that our sins among 
others were the procuring cause of all his suffer- 
ings. That he was then paying our debts, making 
atonement for our sins, bearing our hell, and pur- 
chasing heaven for us. But we are not come 
hither only to remember Christ ; we must also re- 
ceive him. Our Lord took the bread, and when 
he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, '* Take, 
eat, this is my body which was broken for you : 
this do in remembrance of me." It is not enough 
that we look at the bread, but we are. to take it 
into our hand, and we are to swallow it, and being 
thus taken into our body, the virtue of it is turned 
into our substance. So it is not enough to re- 
member Jesus, and to look unto him, but we must 
receive him into our hearts, and keep him there. 
He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 
dwelleth in me, and I in him. And where Christ 
dwells, the virtue that goes out of him nourishes 
and maintains the new creature. Every one knows 
how acceptable and strengthening a pleasant meal 
is ; the animal spirits are recruited, and encouraged 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 179 

to attempt new services. And so it is where faith 
has been feeding on the Bread of Life. Nothing 
falls more plainly under experience and spiritual 
sense, than that there is a secret but certain con- 
veyance of strength and vital influence, from 
Christ to believers. And if I should say, that this 
is nowhere more frequently and sensibly found 
than at the table of the Lord, I believe I should 
say no more than what the experience of some of 
you now here would confirm. You have often 
come to the Lord's Supper with trembling feet and 
aching hearts, and have gone away walking, and 
leaping, and praising God. I hope it will be so 
again now. Let us no longer sit still, looking at 
a crucified Jesus, but let us stir up ourselves to lay 
hold on him. Let us apply to our own souls the 
benefits and blessings he has purchased, and now 
invites us to partake of; and let us eat of this 
bread with believing hearts, nothing doubting, but 
that He who fiUeth the hung^ with good things, 
will give us the desire of our hearts, and satisfy us 
with marrow and fatness. 

*' Ye do this," says Christ, ** in remembrance 
of me." Say now, christians, is there any thing 
more reasonable, is there any thing more delightful, 
than such a remembrance of such a friend '( Would 
you think it possible, that after what you have now 
seen, and tasted, and promised, by to-morrow you 
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should forget it alH Forbid it, gratitude. Let 
us bear about continually the dying of the Lord 
Jesus. Let his name be always to us as precious 
ointment poured forth. Let every thing we do, 
and every thing we meet with, remind us of him. 
When we get up in the morning, let us remember 
Jesus, who, rising a great while before day, de- 
parted into a mountain by himself alone, to pray. 
When we lie down at night, let us remember Jesus, 
who had not a place where to lay his head. When 
we sit down at our meals, let us remember Jesus, 
whose meat and drink it was to be doing the will 
of his heavenly Father. When we are hurried 
with worldly business, let us remember Jesus, who 
said, '^ Labour not for the meat which perisheth, 
but for that meat which endureth to everlasting 
life.'' When assaulted with the fiery darts of the 
wicked one, let us remember Jesus, who was in all I 
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. If 
we are afflicted with sickness or disorders, let us 
remember Jesus, who healed all manner of dbeases 
with a word. In short, wherever we are, or what- 
ever we are about, let us remember Him, who is 
ever mindful of us, and long for that world where 
we shall be for ever with the Lord, and where it 
will be impossible to forget him, who is always 
before our eyes. 
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MEDITATION XX. 

[Decembers, 1002.] 



CANTICLES V. 16, 
THIS IS MY BELOVED, AND THIS IS MY FRIEND. 



Thbn you are wise and happy : wise in setting 
your affections on the only object in the universe 
that is worthy of them ; happy, as you now have 
one that will stand by you, and protect you, and 
provide for you in every possible circumstance of 
difficulty and danger. But it is not all who have a 
real interest in Christ that can at all times, with a 
comfortable clearness, say so.. Sometimes care- 
less walking, sometimes a worldly frame, sometimes 
unbelief, may be the cause of this darkness and 
doubt. I believe there are some now present, that 
would be glad to know what are the certain evi- 
dences o{ an interest in Christ. 

For your satisfaction, I would say it may be 
known two ways: from Chris fs conduct towards 
you; and from your conduct towards Christ. Try 
it then from Christ's conduct towards you. Has he 
made you willing in the day of his power ? Has he 
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brought down the opposition and enmity of your 
wills against himself and his ways ? Has he mani- 
fested himself to you, so as he doth not unto the 
world ? Has he pitied and succoured you in the time 
of your darkness and temptation, so that you can 
say with the apostle, ** When others forsook me, 
then the Lord stood by me, and strengthened me V* 
Has he met you in his ordinances, and drawn out 
the desires of your hearts towards him ? These are 
tokens of his love ; and comfortable evidences on 
his part that he is yours. Now inquire what has 
been your conduct towards Christ Have you truly 
and cordially received Christ in all his offices, and 
.committed the cleansing and keeping of your souls 
to him ? Have you given up yourselves wholly to 
his rule and government, without any exception or 
jeserve ? Have you stood up for him in all compa- 
meSy and fought his battles against all opposers? 
JHave you denied yourselves, taken up the cross 
and followed him? And if at any time he has 
favoured you with his presence and blessing in 
ordinances, has it not given you more satisfaction 
Xha^i ever you found in any earthly delights ? Re- 
member those evidences for your comfort; and 
strengthen and confirm them by continued acts of 
faith in Christ for pardon and strength, by repeate|i 
dedication of yourselves to him, and by the con- 
tinued practice of self-denial and mortificatioiu 
This is the way to keep the evidences of yoiu' 
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interest in Christ comfortably clear. However, it 
may add to your satisfaction , if we go on to inquire^ 
What value you have set upon Christ* If Christ 
is precious, his word is precious ; his ordinances 
will be precious; his people will be precious; and 
any thing that tends to depreciate or dishonour 
Christ will be grievous to you. Doctrines that 
tend to his dishonour, and practices that tend to 
dishonour Christ, you will be grieved at the heart 
for them : you will take it more nearly than if any 
should go about to vilify and depreciate yourselves. 
And further, you will keep Christ and cleave to 
him, whatever you lose or whatever you sufiFer. 
As persons do for what they count their chief trea-> 
sure, they will venture any thing to secure it. If 
Christ be yours, you will rather hazard the loss of 
estate, trade, friend, liberty, and even life itself. 
You wonld rather lose all than lose Christ. 

Have you indeed such a high esteem for Christ; 
let me ask. What are you the better for him ? 
We know how it is with those that have found a 
great treasure, or, by any other means, from low 
and indigent circumstances, have been advanced to 
great wealth. It will soon appear to the world. 
They will be better dressed, keep a better table, 
dwell in better houses, mix with better company, 
and be better attended. Now let us inquire. 
How is it with you in all these respects ? For in- 
i^tance. Are you better clothed? It was the first 
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thing the father did for his prodigal son when he 
returned. V Bring forth/' says he, '' the best 
/ rohe, and put it on him ; and put a ring on his hand, 
and shoes on his feet;" and it is one of the first 
things Christ does for every true believer. He 
takes o£f their rags, and provides for them white 
raiment, (as he expresses it,) that the shame of their 
nakedness do not appear. He clothes them wit 
the robe of his now perfect righteousness without, 
and he clothes them with the graces of the Spirit 
within. Now what is your clothing ? Once you 
wore the garments of pride, malice, covetousness. 
Is there now a change ? Have you put ofiF the old 
man, and put on the new ? Are you clothed with 
humility ? Have you the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit ? Have you the garment of praise for 
)he spirit of heaviness ? 

Again ; as to diet* Are you better fed, as well 
as better dressed ? When persons rise in the world, 
they generally keep a better table than formerly. 
If you are united to Christ, this is the case with 
you. In your natural state, the scripture speaks 
of your feeding on ashes, and feeding on the east 
wind; things incapable of affording nourishment. 
But if you belong to God's family, in your Father's 
house there is bread enough, and to spare; the 
bread of life, the fatted calf, Christ himself; and 
qis flesh is meat indeed, and his blood is drink 
indeed. We read that Elijah went, in the strength 
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bf two meals, forty days without taking any thing 
fnore. That was reckoned an extraordinary thing ^ 
but it was nothing to what Christ says of himself^ 
'M am the living bread which came down from 
heaven : if any man eat of this bread, he shall 
live for ever/' John vi. 51. 

Again ; do you keep better company ? As 
a person rises in the world, he, in general with his 
new condition, has new associates. So it is with 
true believers. If Christ is yours, you keep better 
company than before. The company that we na- 
turally choose, are such as are strangers to God, 
rebels against him ; such as, more or less, would 
help us in the road to hell. But if Christ is ours, 
he has put us out of love with such, and taught us 
to look upon them as vastly beneath us, as per- 
sons that we should be ashamed to be seen with ^ 
and enabled us to say with the psalmist, ** My 
goodness extendeth not to thee, but to the saints, 
the excellent of the earth, in whom is all my 
delight." 

Now, are you in this respect the better for 
Christ? Do you associate with and delight in per- 
sons of a higher rank than before? I mean as to 
spiritual things. Is a vile person contemned in 
your eyes, however great in the world; and do. 
you honour them that fear the Lord ? 

Again; have you better attendance? A poor, 
man' has no servant; but let him be exalted to 

r2 
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a high station^ and he will presently have many to 
attend upon him. Sinners, though they have 
many to wait upon them, have no real benefit 
from any thing. Their table is a snare ; and all 
their earthly comforts come with a curse. But it 
is otherwise with true believers : all things work 
together for their good. Their meat and drink, 
and other accommodations of Ufe, do them real 
service. Kings and emperors are their servants. 
The very angels in heaven are all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister to them who shall be 
heirs of salvation. Mercies are their servants^ to 
draw them nearer to God. Afflictions are their 
servants, to wean them from the world, and mortify 
them to sin. O what numerous as well as honour*" 
able attendants has every, the meanest disciple of 
Christ. 

Lastly ; by Christ yon have a better home. Ih- 
deed, in your natural state, you have properly no 
home at all. You were exiles and aliens ; strangers 
to the covenant of promise, without hope, and with- 
out God in the world. But when you were united 
to Christ, and taken into God's family, heaven was 
then your home. Indeed, you may not presently 
be taken up to it ; but as soon as you are ready for 
heaven. He will come and receive you to him- 
self, that where He is there you may be also. 
Now, where a person's home is, there his heart 
and desire is ; and he cannot rest till he get 
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there: and because the house and ordinances of 
God on earth come the nearest to heaven, there- 
fore you take delight in attending there, hoping 
for some of the first-fruits and foretastes of the 
heavenly Canaan ; and the language of your hearts 
will be, '' A day in thy courts is better than a 
thousand* I had rather be a doorkeeper in the 
bouse of my God, than to dwell in the tents of 
wickedness/' Psa. Ixxxiv. 10. 

Now, christians, if any should ask you what is 
your Beloved more than another beloved, you 
have an answer ready. '' My Beloved has done 
Ihat for me, which no other would or could do. 
Since I have been related to him, I am better 
clothed, better fed, have better company, better 
attendance, and a better home. I am every way 
better. Who but He would have overlooked my 
ungrateful return for so much kindness, and in- 
vited me to an entertainment like this? Guilt 
made me almost ashamed to meet him, but he 
has compelled me to come in. 

" While all our hearts and all our songs 
Join to admire the feast, 
Each of us cries with thankful tongues. 
Lord, why was I a guest 1 

Why was I made to hear thy voice. 

And enter while there's room ; 
When thousands make a wretched choice. 

And rather starve than cornel 
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'Twas the same love that spread the feast. 

That sweetly forced us in ; 
Else we had still refused to taste. 

And perish 'd in our sin." 

And now, chriBtiauB, is Christ so lovely in him- 
self, and has he been such a friend to you ? Be 
thankful for what you have found in him, and 
received from him, and recommend him to others. 
He that finds an earthly treasure, is willing to keep 
it all to himself; but he that finds this Pearl of price, 
is willing that others should partake of it as well 
as himself. And, indeed, here one is.no loser by 
another's gain. Those that are of a generous 
spirit, if they know any thing that would be for 
another's advantage, cannot be easy till they tell 
them of it. But what advantage can any thing be, 
in comparison with an interest in Christ ? Would 
you wish them well, not only for time but for 
eternity, recommend Christ to Uiem. They may 
say, ''This house is mine; this field is mine ;*' and 
yet be miserable. But if they can say, '' Christ 
is mine;" they are inconceivably happy; though 
they have neither houses, nor lands, nor money, 
nor friends. Recommend Christ by your words; 
but especially recommend him by a gospel-like 
behaviour. If, through the Divine blessing, you 
may be the means of bringing, one soul to Christ, 
you will be instrumental of doing more good, than 
by saving a kingdom or conquering a world. 



MEDITATION XXI. 

[Feb. 6, 1803.] 



CANTICLES VXIX. 6. 
FOR LOVE 18 STRONG AS DEATH. 



The lo?e of Christ is mach stronger. Many 
waters could not quench it, neither could the 
floods drown it. He met with difficulties and dis- 
couragements enough, to have cooled and quenched 
any love but his. We hare here an amazing 
proof of the sincerity and ardour of his love ; for 
we have Jesus Christ evidently set forth, as cruci-^ 
fied, before our eyes. This is the subject to which , 
I now invite your attention,. Indeed, with such a 
subject before us, it is hard to attend to any things 
else; though you can judge of it chiefly by its 
effects, the principle and spring of it lies far beyond 
the reach of human thought. It is that love which 
(if we dare speak it) warmed the heart of Deity 
with a tender compassion for the ruined perishing 
children of men, and moved him to desire, to de- 
termine, to undertake, and to accomplish their 
restoration to holiness and happiness. It is that 
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love which made the second Person in the God- 
head, when no other friend could be found that was 
e^ual to the work, step forth and say, ^' Lo, I 
come to do thy will, O God f ' It is that love which 
induced him to disrobe himself of the glory of 
heaven, brought him down to earth, clothed him 
in mortal flesh, and subjected him to all the sinless 
infirmities of this body of death. It is that love 
which raised him above the fear of death and the 
grave., and carried him through all the griefs and 
sorrows which, for our sakes, he contracted an 
ac<|aaintance with. It is that love which induced 
him to become obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. This is that love which we are now 
to contemplate ; and if we are not affected with it, 
what must our hearts be made of? Surely, with 
such an object before us as the lovely loving Jesus, 
our hearts must melt, must burn within us, and we 
must cry out with wonder and exultation, '' Behold 
how he loved us V To give some kind of regularity 
to our meditations on this delightful subject, I will 
just mention a few properties of this love of Christ,, 
as it will serve to heighten our joy in the surveys 
and sense of it. 

1 . It is unmerited love. 

When our particular friends and relations profess 
their love to us, and do us offices of kindness, we 
make no great account of it ; we fancy that our re^ 
lation to them and affection for them gives us a 
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jnst claim to any good they do us ; but if au enemy, 
or one whom we had offended, profess a regard 
for us, and do us a real kindness, we admire his 
generosity, we are thankful for the favour, find 
always think of it and speak of it with peculiar 
satisfaction and joy. Let us consider the love of 
Christ in this light, and we shall see reason enough 
to rejoice in it. If we had deserved his love, (God 
forgive the impious supposition,) blessed Jesus! 
it was our misery, not our merit, that excited thy 
compassion. We were alienated from thee. We 
-were enemies to thee in our minds by wicked 
works. We had nothing in us but guilt and 
"wretchedness when thou didst set thy love upon 
us ; and, notwithstanding our vileness, didst reach 
out the arm of mercy to us; and, though thou 
couldst not but be offended with our impurity, didst 
shed thy own blood to sanctify and cleanse us. O 
the height, and depth, and length, and breadth of 
the love of Christ ! O, christians ! what may we not 
•expect from love so gracious and free ? Did he love 
us when we were such polluted creatures ; when we 
were such ungrateful rebels ; when we neither de- 
sired nor thought of his friendly interposition? 
Did he love us then so as to die for us ; how much 
more will he love us now that he has in some mea« 
-sure beautified us with the graces of his Spirit, 
stamped his own iqiage upon ns, and made us 
-friends^ followers^ and, in some imperfect degree, 
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copies of himself! Nothing that is good is too 
gpreat to expect. . 

2. It is sincere love. 

With respect to the regard which earthly friends 
profess to have for us, we have sometimes reason 
to suspect private ends ; and the event many times 
showSy that the strongest 'expressions of kindness 
sprung from selfish and unworthy principles. But, 
with respect to the love of Christ, no such suspi- 
cion can be entertained. What private ends could 
he have in leaving the bosom of his Father, and 
the glories of heaven, and dwelling in humble 
clay? What selfishness could there be in all his 
humiliations and sufferings? What sinister views 
could he have in dying for us? What, but the 
most disinterested love and compassion, could in- 
duce him to do and suffer so much for us bs he 
did ? Surely this is a Friend, that sticke^ closer 
than a brother; a friend that will at all times 
intend your truest interest ; a friend that you may 
trust, even when you cannot trace his footsteps, 
nor comprehend the reasons of his conduct to- 
wards you. 

3. It is omnipotent love. 

Our dearest friends are often weak, and untible 
to afford us the assistance and comfort that our 
distresses call for; aiid can only testify their 
willingness to do us good by their sympathy and 
tears. But the love of Christ surmouiiti^ all dlffi- 

3 
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calty. A;id nvhen our circumstances were at the 
lowest ebb, when we were sold under sin, and led 
captive by Satan at his will; yet then, with an 
high hand and outstretched arm, did Almighty 
love work out salvation for us. If any thing could 
have checked its progress, one would have ima- 
gined the cruelty of his murderers would have done 
it; but it only gave occasion for that Divine 
prayer, ^^ Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do !" He can effect what he pleases, for 
all power is given to him, both in heaven and on 
earth. Whatever we want he can supply us with; 
and he is able even to make our present distresses 
the means of advancing our present as well as our 
future felicity. Why are we so apt to tremble at 
the shaking of a leaf, when we have such an 
Almighty Friend so near us. We should not in- 
deed, but, alas, unbelief often starts up, and robs us 
of that joy which we were beginning to taste, by 
sc^esting that Christ is able to do all this for us ; 
yet what reason have we to expect that he will? 
He is able to make us angels; but we have no 
reason to think that he ever will. It is some sup* 
port to our staggering faith, to reflect that his 
mercy endureth for ever. For, to crown all, 

4. It is eternal love. 

Our earthly friends, how changeable are they ! 
to-day all fondness and affection ; to-morrow cool, 
and perhaps averse* One day leadmg us. with 
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benefits, and the next they will liardly care iti^ 
know us. Or if they do continue kind and faiths 
ful, death comes and interrupts all ; puts lover and 
friend far from us, and our acquaintance into dark- 
ness. But our Divine Friend, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, is subject to no such changes* His own 
circumstances vary not. He is Jesus Christ, the 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever : and though 
the circumstances of his people alter, yet having 
loved his own which were in the world, he loves 
them to the end. Secure of that, no variation of 
outward circumstances should make us fearful or 
fretful. He never promised that in the world we 
should escape tribulation; but he has infinitely 
more than made up for it, by engaging that he 
would never leave us nor forsake us. Then let our 
favourite gourd wither, and our dearest earthly 
comforts take to themselves wings and fly away : 
if we are secure of his presence and favour, we are 
happy ; and we should look beyond, and above all 
the dark and distressing scenes of time, to that 
brighter world, where we shall completely, and for 
ever, enjoy the presence and smiles of our ever 
faithful Friend and Saviour. This is the love of 
Christ. This is that love which we are now called 
upon to contemplate. There would be something 
pleasing in it, if it had been manifest to another 
order of beings — if angels, and not men, had been 
^he special favourites of the adorable Jesus. But 
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now that we ourselves are sharers in it, now that 
we are the immediate ohjects of it, we must have 
hearts of stone if we can be unaffected with the 
reflection •> 

May a coal from the altar set our souls oit 
fire ; and while we are musing on the emblems of 
Christ's love to us, let our hearts glow with love to 
Him who loved us, and gave himself for us. 

And now, christians, what we have heard and 
seen, and I hope have tasted and felt, methinks 
should shame and humble us ; that when his love 
was so strong, ours should be so weak ; when his 
love was so sincere and constant, ours should be so 
fickle and variable ; that we should love the world 
and the things of the world so warmly, and our 
affections to the blessed Jesus should be so faint 
and cold. Many waters could not quench his love, 
nor could floods drown it. If we meet with ever 
so little difficulty or opposition, our love and zeal 
are soon cooled and slackened. May the present 
interview serve to regulate and inflame our love. 
That we may love him so as to cut off a right 
hand and pluck out a right eye, and crucify the 
flesh with its affections and lusts for him. That 
we may so love him, that no shame or suffering 
may cause us to turn back, or ever so little to 
falter in our attachment to Jesus. That we may 
love him^ so as to be content and willing to drink 
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of the same cup that He drank of, and to have 
fellowship with him in his sufferings. But, after 
all, if there is a real union hetween Christ and our 
souls hy faith, our safety depends not so much on 
our love to Christ, as on his love to us. Though, 
indeed, our love to Christ will he effectually secured 
by his love to us. We love him, because he loved 
us first. 

Rejoicing in the assurance, that if we suffer 
with him we sHall be also glorified together, let 
us bear about continually the dying of the Lord 
Jesus ; and, when we depart, let us leave all our 
unbelieving cares and fears behind, and live and 
love like Him who bore our griefs and carried our 
sorrows, and whose love was stronger than death. 



MEDITATION XXII. 

[October 2, 1803.] 



2 CORINTHIANS VI. 17, 18. 

IVHERBFORE COME OUT FROM AMONG THEM, AND BE YE SEPA- 
RATE, 8A1TH THE LORD, AND TOUCH NOT THE UNCLEAN 
thing; and I WILL RECEIVE YOU, AND WILL BE A FATHER 
UNTO YOU, AND YE SHALL BE MY SONS AND DAUGHTERS, 
SAITH THE LORD ALMIGHTY. 



Blessed God, we are come out from among them, 
and thankfully ascribe it to the praise of the glory 
of thy grace y that inclined us and enabled us 
to separate ourselves from them; else we had to 
this hour been as ignorant, as wicked, and as 
miserable as they. And wilt thou receive us into 
thy family and favour ? Wilt thou put us among 
thy children, and own us and bless us as such ? 
It is such an honour, such a privilege, and yields 
such a fund of consolation, in all the various 
changes of life, that I scarcely know a more pleas- 
ing subject for your meditation than this. Behold 
what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon usy that we should be called the sons of God. 

s2 
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To cousider what we once were, what we now are, 
and what we hope God will hereafter make us. 
Lord, what are we, and what is our father's hoose, 
that thou shouldest bring us hitherto ? Does God 
promise to receive us, and to he a Father to us? 
then, 

1. We are sure of a Friend always at hand, 
that is able and willing to help us. When our 
blessed Lord was about to be left bj all his disciples, 
he comforted himself with this. '^ Nevertheless," 
says he, '^ I am not alone, for the Father b with me." 
We christians may, in our measure, say the same. 
When this and the other earthly friend, in whose 
acquaintance we used to be happy, when they drop 
o£F, we hare this to comfort us. We have still the 
Father with us; He will never leave us, nor 
forsake us; He is a Friend to whom you can 
freely make known your griefs and burdens, alid 
on whom you may depend for sympathy tad se- 
crecy — two things most agreeable in a true fnend. 
On this account, prayer has been caUed heart's 
ease. When Hannah had poured out her soul 
before the Lord in the temple, she went her way, 
and was no more sad. It is the privilege of be* 
lievers; it belongps to them, and to them only. 
Others are strangers to prayer; they have no 
free correspondence with Heaven. 

God is a Friend always able and ready to advise. 
Many times it may happen that you have no friend 
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upon earth that you can be free with, in a case of 
great perplexity. Your heavenly Father can direct 
you in every difficulty, and direct you for the best, 
'which no earthly friend can always be sure to do, 
though ever so willing. Whenever, therefore, you 
are at a loss, spread your case before Him, He 
can direct you by his word, or by his Spirit, or by 
his providence, and sometimes, perhaps, by all 
three, and lead you by a right way, though some- 
times seemingly dark and unlikely. 

Jehoshaphat was once in a great strait; when 
the children of Ammon and Moab were coming 
against him with a great army, threatening to 
destroy him, he refers the matter to God, and said, 
^< O Lord God of our fathers, art not thou God in 
heaven 1 and xulest not thou over all the kingdoms 
of the heathen? O our God, wilt thou not judge 
them? for we have no might against this great 
company that cometh up against us ; neither know 
we what to do : but our eyes are upon thee,'' 2 
Chron. xx. 6. 12. And he had presently direction 
from above : '* Be not afraid nor dismayed by 
reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not 
jour's, but God's." You, therefore, that have no 
earthly friend to advise with, do but seek and 
follow the counsels of your heavenly Father, and 
you shall find a good and happy issue. 

Bat, further, God is a Friend that is able to 
protect as well as advise. When you have none 
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to stand bj joa, and plead for yon, your faeayenlj 
Fatbar will assist you in the gp^eatest extremitj. 
The most helpless penons are generally thought to 
be the iatheiless and the widow, and therefore they 
are, in a special manner, taken under his care. He 
styles himself, once and again, the Father of the 
fatheiiess, and Judge of the widow. When, there- 
fore, yon are in any distress, apply immediately to 
Tonr hearenly Father, and leave it to him to sap- 
port or deliver you. God may sometimes permit 
the enemies of his children and people to triumph 
over them. Whenever he does it, he has the most 
gracious and benevolent design towards his chil- 
dren ; and he will assist you in all your spiritual 
conflicts too. Satan and all his instruments are in 
his hand, and they cannot move a step without 
Divine permission. 

2. Here is comfort for the aflUcted christian. 

Whatever the affliction be, whether personal or 
family, whether inward or outward, the thought of 
its coming from your Father, softens and sweetens 
it. ^' If thb affliction is laid upon me by my Father, 
then I am sure it is in love. Though there should 
be a rod in his hand, and a frown in his face, yet 
I know there is love in his heart ; and thb sweet- 
ens the bitterest cup, and. takes out the sting of 
the heaviest affliction, and makes it comparatively 
light." God shows his love to his children, not as 
many foolish parents do, by withholding correc- 
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tion, bat by giving it. '' For whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth, and scoargeth every son whom be 
receivetb." O, ye afflicted and not comforted , 
think witli yourselves, ** My heavenly Father loves 
me too well to saffer me to bring hurt to myself, 
or disgrace upon my profession, or to loiter in my 
christian race, and therefore has sent this affliction 
upon me ; and if this do not do, he will send an- 
other, and another ; but I am sure I shall not have 
one too many, nor one too heavy. And that is 
another comfortable circumstance, that if it is a 
father that corrects, then we may be sure, that the 
affliction will be in measure. He will not always 
chide, neither will he retain anger for ever. If 
the rod were in an enemy's hand, he might some- 
times be tempted to use it with severity. But 
your heavenly Father will not lay on one stroke 
more than is necessary for your good, and if that 
requires long and heavy strokes, he will proportion ' 
your strength to your trials, and in the midst o£ 
judgment will remember mercy. Say, therefore, 
as the Psalmist, " Deep calleth unto deep at the 
noise of thy waterspouts : all thy waves and thy 
billows pass over me. Yet the Lord will command 
his loving-kindness in the daytime, and in the night 
his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the 
God of my life," Psalm xlii. 7. He will measure 
out so much affliction as is necessary to keep down 
pride, to quicken to prayer, to characterize faith, 
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to take oS my heart from an inordinate love of 
present things. 

3. Here is comfort to the backsliding but re- 
turning christian. 

Such as have made a profession, and are par- 
takers of the grace of God in truth ; and yet some- 
times, through the power of temptation, have fallen 
into some great presumptuous transgression; if 
they become sensible of the evil of it, and are 
grieved for the guilt they have contracted, and 
going and weeping they seek the Lord, and cry 
earnestly for pardon and reconciliation, there is 
great encouragement from the relation that God 
stands in to them. We see it in earthly parents, 
when a child whom they love has offended them ; 
if it discover a sorrow and remorse for it, they pre- 
sently feel compassion and tenderness towards it, 
and a strong inclination to be reconciled. I might 
refer you to the parable of the Prodigal Son. As 
soon as he came to himself, and discovered a deep 
sense of his sin and folly, we see how readily the 
father received him again into his family, and 
treated him with as much kindness and liberality as 
if he had never done anything amiss. If, therefore, 
any of you have unhappily fallen by your iniquity, 
and gone astray like a lost sheep, God will not let 
your ungrateful backslidings pass unpunished ; but 
as soon as ever you are brought to say, '* I will 
arise and go to my father,'' as if you should say, ** I 
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haY6 had my will, and have smarted severely, hut 
justly for it ; I will now go hack and suhmit .to ihe 
will of my heavenly Father, if I may he received 
into his family. I say, when once you are hrought 
to this, you will find a most welcome reception 
from the Father of mercies ; a free and full for- 
giveness for what is past, and a renewal of pro- } 
mised favour for the time to come. God will not '^ 
be mocked with the pretensions of repentance, and 
a little abstaining from sin for the present, while 
they retain it as a sweet morsel under their tongue ; 
hut if the wicked do indeed forsake their way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and return unto 
the Lord, He will be merciful unto them, and be 
their God; and He will abundantly pardon. 

Am Here is comfort to the sick and dying chris- 
tian. 

While they are passing through the dark valley, 
God will he with them ; and when they are got to 
the end of it, they shall be with Him for ever. 
Timid children will readily consent to go through 
any dark places if their father is with them; though 
without him they are filled with a thousand fears 
and frightful imaginations. Death, especially when 
it is Tiear, is terrifying to nature ; and to a child of 
God perhaps more than to others. Many poor 
wretches have little or no concern about dying, 
merely through ignorance. They are ignorant 
of God, ignorant of themselves, ignorant of the 
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eternal state they are just entering; but the be- 
liever knows what a holy God he is soon to appear 
before. He knows how many and great his imper- 
fections and impurities have been and are ; and tiiis 
fills his mind with awful apprehensions. But he 
minds nothing, so long as be can say, '' Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me ; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.*' Death, to 
a believer, is but like sleeping in the arms of a 
father ; and when you are got to the end of that 
dark valley, your heavenly Father will receive you 
to himself, to dwell with him for ever. Children 
that have been long abroad, earnestly desire the 
orders by which they shall be sent for home, and 
are glad to see the messenger that is employed to 
fetch them. In like manner, may sick and dying 
believers rejoice in finding themselves so near their 
Father's house, where they shall dwell with him 
for ever in his presence, where is fulness of joy, 
and at his right hand where there are pleasures for 
evermore. Then you shall know what a Father 
you have ; what gpreat things he has already done 
for you, in pardoning your sins, sanctifying your 
natures, and stamping his image upon you; and 
what greater things he is intending, having pre- 
pared mansions for you in his heavenly king- 
dom. Here the best of us know but little <^ God. 
We take so much delight in worldly enjoyments. 
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as very much to damp the joy we should otherwise 
have in conversing with God; hut when we are 
got heyond the dazzling splendor of present things, 
and our eyes are opened upon the superior glories 
of the heavenly world, 

Then shall we see, and hear, and know, 

All we desired or wished below ; 
And every power find sweet employ. 

In that eternal world of joy. 

You that profess to he God*s children, live as 
such ; study to do every thing that you know will 
please and honour your heavenly Father, and avoid 
whatever you think woQld offend and dishonour 
him. Go to Him, with all your wants and bur- 
dens, hy humble and frequent prayer ; and let him 
have the praises of all the mercies he hestows upon 
us; love him as your Father; learn of him as 
your Father ; trust him as your Father ; suhmit to 
his corrections as a Father; and crown all with 
a uniform and persevering obedience. You have 
many eyes upon you, and many snares will be laid 
for you; but, if you walk uprightly, you shall 
walk surely: your heavenly Father will then 
strengthen and stand by you, but not otherwise. 
You see how much depends on your holy and cir- 
cumspect behaviour. It is expressly on that con- 
dition that the Lord engages to take any notice of 
you. Whenever yon are rejoicing in the honour 
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and happiness contained in this glorious passage, 
remember it contains duty as well as privilege. 
Wherefore, come out from among them, and keep 
yourselves separate ; and be careful not so much 
as to touch the unclean thing, and then '' I will 
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and 
ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty." 




MEDITATION XXIIL 



JOHN VI. 35. 
I AM THE VBEAD OV LIFE. 



Blessed Jesus! what various titles hast thou 
assumed, all of thein expressive of love and ten- 
derness ; and in what various characters dost thou 
accommodate thyself to the necessities of poor 
and perishing sinners. When we were full of 
wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores, what we 
most wanted was a physician, compassionate and 
skilful ; one that could be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities, and was mighty to save. And it 
was music, it was infinitely better than music to 
our souls, to hear thee say, '' The Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he hath sent me to heal 
the broken-hearted." When we were dead in 
trespasses and sins, what could be a more suitable 
declaration than that, ** I am the resurrection and 
the life ; he that believeth on me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live." When we were dis- 
tressed, and almost distracted with a sense of sin, 
when our flesh trembled for fear of God, and we 
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were afraid of his judgments, onr souls were trans- 
ported, to be assured that there is one Mediator 
between God and man, the Man Christ Jesus. 
When we were ready to grope for the wall, like 
the blind, and our souls were just beginning to 
inquire, '* Where is God, my Maker V and it was 
the earnest and ardent language of our hearts, 
'* O that I knew where I might find him ;*' then 
didst thou seasonably appear, and say, " I am the 
way, the truth, and the life; no man cometh to 
the Father but by me." When we looked forward 
to the wilderness we have to pass through, and the 
many wants and dangers we may be called to 
struggle with, we rejoiced to hear thee say, '* I 
am the good Shepherd ;" and read over and over, 
with raptures of gratitude, that Divine and tender 
description of thy conduct in that office ; *^ He 
shall feed his flock like a shepherd ; he shall 
gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in 
his bosom, and gently lead those that are with 
young." A Husbandman, a Householder, a Teacher, 
a Priest, a Ruler, a Rock, a Refuge, a Friend, an 
Elder Brother, a Husband. Wonder, O heavens ! 
and be astonished, O earth ! the mighty God, 
the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace, 
assumes all those titles, and is all this, and 
infinitely more than is contained in the nearest and 
dearest of these relations. O, how must angels and 
archangels be astonished at the condescension of 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 209 

Emmanuel ! That He, who is in heaven all glory, 
should on earih he all grace. That He should awe 
them Into the most respectful reverence, and yet 
that he should be accessible to the poorest and most 
despicable of the human race ; and should seem to 
delight more in the unutterable groans and prayers 
of the broken and contrite soul, than in their most 
elevated and rapturous hallelujahs. Blessed Jesus^ 
why this difference between us and angels ? We, 
that were by creation a little lower than the angels, 
are raised above them. O, how far above them 
by thy favourable notice of us ! We can rejoice in 
favours which angels never knew. We can claim 
an alliance which angels would glory in ; and we 
are feasted with dainties so delicious and inesti- 
mable, that fallen angels would be glad of the 
crumbs which fall from our table. But of all the 
characters which thou hast assumed, there is 
none more suitable to the distresses of our hun- 
gry starving souls than this of the Bread of 
Life. 

Prodigal like, we had left the provisions of our 
Father's house, and g^ne into a far country; 
wasted our substance, and reduced ourselves to 
circumstances of beggary and want. There was a 
famine in the land; nothing was to be had but 
husks, and we were perishing with hunger, when 
thy invitation reached us ; " The oxen and the 
fatlings are killed ; come, for all things are ready." 

T 2 
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We should have thankfully accepted a place among 
thy hired servants, among the doorkeepers of thy 
house, among the dogs of thy flock. But thy 
goodness, which knows no hounds, has made os 
sit down at thy own table, and eat children's 
bread. 

Perhaps it may not be unpleasant nor unprofit- 
able, before we break the sacramental bread and 
eat it, to consider in what respects, or on what 
account the blessed Jesus is compared to bread. 
Among other particulars, I would only insist upon 
the following : 

1. It is a substantial blessing. 

Experience tells us how well it is adapted to the 
support of life, and is therefore called, '* Bread, 
which Btrengiheneth man's heart," Psa* civ. 15. 
It is indeed the most substantial blessing we can 
enjoy in life; and for that reason is frequently 
used in scripture to denote many other blessings. 
A hi^py emblem of our blessed Saviour, who is the 
most substantial blessing that ever was bestowed 
by Gk>d on creatures. When God gave his Son to 
us, it was no empty favour, that had only the name 
of a kindness. The apostle speaks the language of 
every christian, when he said, ^' Thanks be to God 
for his unspeakable g^fit:" a gifit, the excellency 
and value of which could not easily, could not 
possibly be described. 

Like bread He is the food of souls, and yields 
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them rea support and nourbhrnent. There are 
maay things which appear beautiful to the eye, 
but are little better than lying vanities; but He 
says, and you all know that his testimony is true, 
'* My flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink 
indeed." Nothing in the world yields such sub- 
stantial refreshment to our souls, as when we live 
most by faith on the Son of God. Other things 
may raise our spirits, and give us a momentary and 
kind of tumultuous joy ; but when we have sat 
under his shadow, and his fruit has been sweet 
unto our taste, we have got strength as well as 
spirits; and our profiting has appeared unto all 
men. Pardon of sin, the favour of God, peace of 
conscience, a clean heart, a right spirit, grace to 
help, and hopes of glory ; these are the blessings 
which Christ brings with him ; and are they not sub- 
stantial ones ? O my soul, canst thou not witness to 
the reality of them ? Have they not supported thee 
and cheered thee under distresses, when nothing 
but what was real and substantial could have sup- 
ported and cheered thee? I will as soon question 
the reality of my existence, as the reality of those 
glorious things, which, though eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive, yet Christ hath purr 
chased, and God hath laid up for them that love 
him. My fellow christians, I take you to record 
this day, that the privileges and pleasures of 
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Christianity are not dreams and fancies, or repre- 
sented greater than they really are ; and whatever 
temporal inconveniences his servants may he some- 
times exposed to, yet that there is not a passage 
in the bihle more gloriously fulfilled in the present 
experience of every true heliever, than that, '* I 
will cause them that love me to inherit substance, 
and I will fill their treasure." 

2. It is a necessary blessing. 

Many dainties are agreeable to the taste that are 
by no means necessary ; but we cannot live conve- 
niently or comfortably without bread; for which 
reason it is called the 8ta£F of life, when there is so 
much dependence upon it. Were there to be a 
famine of bread, what ruin and desolation would 
overspread the country. All the other mercies of 
Providence could not make up for the loss of it. 
Equally necessary, yea, abundantly more neces- 
sary is Christ to the life of the soul. It is possible 
a man may live some time without bread; but 
Christ is so necessary to the soul, that nothing 
else can support it. If he had not given himself 
for the life of the world, the whole world would 
have died, and perished eternally. He well knew 
his own importance, when he said, *' Except ye eat 
the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, 
ye have no life in you,'' John vi. 53. And again, 
^'. Abide in me, and I in you. As the hranch cannot 
hear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine ; no 
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more can ye, except ye abide in me," John xv*. 4. 
A man out of Christ may have a good appearance, 
may flourish like a green bay-tree, and make a 
showy profession at a distance ; but a nearer view 
convinces us that it is leaves only. He wants 
the root of the matter within him ; he cannot bear 
fruit, because only a branch of the wild olive, and 
never engrafted into the life-giving, fruit-bearing 
stock. Blessed Jesus, thou knowest that if I could 
have lived without thee, I had never sought thy 
face and favour. I tried by my own efforts to 
work out my own salvation ; but I only increased 
my fear and trembling. I tried to hew a cistern 
out of nature's quarry ; but it proved a broken one, 
and would hold no water. I tried, by sewing flg- 
leaves together, to make a garment, that should 
answer all my necessities; but the best I could 
patch up was but filthy rags. I applied to crea- 
tures, and would fain have rested on my duties 
and promises; but they all failed me, and said, 
'* Salvation is not in me." And it was not till I 
was sinking fast in the mighty waters, that I could 
be prevailed upon to cry out, '* Lord save me, or I 
perish." And since that I have often (so foolish 
was I and ignorant, and even as a beast before 
thee,) I have often grown slack in my application to 
the throne of grace ; my desires after thee have been 
less frequent, and less fervent, and thy blessed com* 
munications have not been so eagerly sought after, 
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nor so thankfally received as they used to be. I 
have presumed upon my attainments, and grown 
proud of thy favours , as if they had been of my own 
getting ; and have neglected to recruit my stock, 
till I was again reduced to the most deplorable po- 
verty, little better than that from which thou didst 
first relieve me. 

If we have ever so many things, we want bread 
besides. So if our eyes stood out with fatness, and 
we had all that heart could wish, yet we must have 
Christ also ; or we are poorer than Lazarus, when 
he lay at the rich man's gate, full of sores. 

3. It is a common blessing. 

Bread, as it is one of the most necessary gifts of 
Providence, so it is one of those which are most 
commonly bestowed. Other plants are distributed 
about, some in one country and some in another; 
and one sort of grain thrives best in this climate, 
and another in that ; but bread is the product of 
almost every country. And, besides, many of the 
other bounties of Providence are distributed in so 
sparing a manner, that only a few of the richest of 
the country can afford to purchase them. But 
bread is scattered with such a divine liberality, 
that it is easily obtained, even by the poorest of the 
people, and is in general the cheapest as well as 
most wholesome food. And can any thing more 
exactly correspond with the blessed Jesus ; and to 
the manner of his dispensing the dear-bought pur- 
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hade of his hlood ? '* Go into all the world/' says 
he to his disciples, ** and preach the gospel to every 
creature." " Whosoever will, let him come and 
take of the water of life freely. And him that 
cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out." 

He is indeed a common blessing; neither circum- 
cision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond, nor free, make any difference to him. He 
distributes his favours in a way so sovereign ^nd 
free, as to convince all the world that he is no 
respecter of persons or people. One of a city, and 
two of a tribe. He takes one and leaves another ; 
and every convert to his church is a fresh proof 
that he will have mercy on whom he will have 
mercy. He called Simon, and Andrew his brother, 
when they were busy casting their nets into the 
sea, and said uuto them, ** Follow me." He called 
Levi, as he sat at the receipt of custom, and said 
unto him, *' Follow me." He invited himself to 
the house of Zaccheus, a publican, and carried sal- 
vation with him. He did not shut up himself in a 
palace as earthly princes do, so that nobody could 
come near him but courtiers, and people of figure 
and condition, but he went about doing good. He . 
had always an ear to hear^ a heart to pity, and a 
hand ready to relieve the poorest object that came 
in his way ; and he once severely rebuked his 
disciples for hindering some well-disposed persons 
from asking his blessing on their children* ^' Suffer 
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little children to come unto me, and forbid them 
noty for of such is the kingdom of God." The 
crowd is never so great about him, but urgent 
necessity and a strong faith will find a way, if it 
uncovers the roof to come at him. But, blessed 
be God, our faith is not often put to such a severe 
trial. He more frequently prevents us with the 
blessings of his goodness ) finds out objects that 
had scarcely ever heard of his fame, or at least 
were so crippled and destitute, as to have neither 
strength to come, nor friends to carry them to 
Jesus. His delight was to preach the gospel to 
the poor. Once he healed a ruler's son, and at 
another time dined at a great man's house ; but he 
was, in the general course of his conduct, the 
Friend of publicans and sinners. 

O, my soul, if Christ had not been such a com- 
mon blessing, had he ever fallen to thy lot ? If be 
had been to be purchased at a price equal to his 
value, neither I, no nor the greatest, and richest, 
and best man on earth, would ever have called this 
Pearl of price his own. Had God Almighty, in 
condescension to our weakness and poverty, been 
pleased to lower his terms, and offered this inesti- 
mable treasure to me upon condition of my perfect 
obedience but for one year, or one month, or for 
one week ; blessed Jesus, if my possession of thee 
had depended upon my perfect performance of one 
short duty, I had been miserable and undone for 
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ever. I could not advance so much as a single 
mite. I was poor and pennyless ; and, what was 
worse, I was blind, and halt, and maimed. I was 
every thing but friendless ; and if thou hadst not 
appeared for me, (thou best knowest why,) I should 
have been friendless too. I accept of thee upon 
thy own terms, for they are easier than I should 
have presumed to offer. ** Ho ! every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath 
no money ; come ye, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price." Will a tradesman take 
our acknowledgment of the receipt of his goods, 
and using them, for payment ? That is all we can 
pretend to offer; and, thanks to infinite mercy, 
that is all thou art pleased to require ; and even that 
is done in a manner so cold and ungraceful that, if 
thou wert not abundant in goodness and of great 
kindness, we should provoke thy wrath by our 
manner of accepting thy favours. 

4. It is a comprehensive blessing. 

Bread will satisfy for the want of almost every 
thing else. Were the flock to be cut off from the 
fold, and the herd from the stall ; were the labour 
of the olive to fail, and there be no fruit in the 
vine : yet if bread and water were continued, the 
loss of other things might very well be borne 
with; and many are the families, and those in 
general the healthiest and the strongest, who are 
supported only by bread, without ever tasting, 
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or but seldom tasting flesh, and the other de- 
licacies which nicer appetites are so ready to call 
the necessaries of life. And is there not that in 
Christ which will abundantly make up the loss 
of other things ? That man deserves not the name 
of a christian, and must be a stranger to the joys 
of Christianity, who cannot say, even in the lowest 
and most necessitous outward circumstances, ** I 
have all, and abound. I cannot live on them with- 
out Christ ; but I can live on Christ without them.'' 
If I am blessed with health, and am free from those 
wasting sicknesses, and racking pains, with which 
I see many others afflicted ; if my corn and wine 
increase, and worldly goods flow in upon me as fast 
as I know where to bestow them, and I am in cir- 
cumstances to honour the Lord with my substance ; 
if my numerous friends and dearest relations are 
continued to me, and while other families are 
mourning over the dying or the dead, if my bow 
abide in strength, these are blessings which call for 
the most grateful acknowledgment to the kind and 
gracious Giver of them. But if this is to be my 
portion, if this is to serve instead of Christ, if I 
must for this lose thy favour which is life, and 
thy loving-kindness which is better than life, nei- 
ther health, nor wealth, nor friend, will afford me 
any satisfaction ; and, rather than part with thee, I 
would part with them. I would be content to lie 
on a bed of languishing and pain, and to have 
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wearisome nights appointed unto me ; I would be 
content to beg from door to door for a scanty main- 
tenance ; I would be content to lose the good opi- 
nion of my best friends , and the company of my 
dearest relations, so as I might be brought and kept 
nearer to him whom my soul loves, and who is in- 
deed to me the chief among ten thousand, and 
altogether lovely. Thou art indeed all in all. Let 
my necessities be what they will, out of thy fulness 
I receive suitable supplies. If I am in a strait, and 
know not what to do, nor which way to take, thou 
art eyes to the blind, and leadest me by a way 
which I knew not. If I am hard pressed with 
temptations, and burdened with a sense of guilt, in 
the Lord have I righteousness and strength. In 
short, I cannot be reduced to such deplorable cir- 
cumstances, but He can relieve me, who is made 
of God to us wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption. 

And now, blessed Jesus, that thou hast brought 
me into thy banqueting house, may thy banner 
over me be love. I see all things are ready but 
myself. My troubled heart is the only thing in 
disorder. I am ashamed and grieved that my ap- 
petite is no more suitable to thy provisions ; that 
thou shouldst set before me bread so nourishing, 
80 strengthening, so enlivening, so immortalizing ; 
and that I should be so indifferent, as if I did not 
care whether I partook of it or not. I have long 
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groaned under this melancholy complaint ; I have 
been taking pains with my sluggish carnal heart ; 
I have laboured to stir up the more fervent desires ; 
I have lamented my little success ; and now, as my 
last resource, though it ought to have been my first, 
I look up, O thou God of the spirits of all flesh, 
I look up to thee ; and, if thou wilt regard the 
pi'ayer of the destitute, and attend to the voice of 
my supplication, O my King and my God; if 
thou wilt enable me to open my mouth wide, and 
to enlarge the desires of my soul ; if thou wilt raise 
in my stupid breast feiTent breathing after thee, 
and wilt graciously vouchsafe to fill me with thy 
good things, then, O my dearest Saviour, then 
shall the blessing of a soul that was ready to perish 
come upon thee. 

If I were at leisure to expostulate with you, 
much might be said to recommend the Master of 
the feast and the provision of his table ; but there 
is a text of scripture, which, if properly attended 
to, may serve instead of a thousand arguments. I 
will only mention it, but it deserves your most 
serious attention, it being introduced with uncom- 
mon solemnity, '' Jesus said unto them, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
life in you," John vi. 53. 

And DOW, my fellow christians, he has once 
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more fed us with the finest of the wheat. We 
have tasted of his pleasant fruit; we have eaten 
angels' food; yea, as if there were nothing on 
earth or in heaven good enough for us, he has 
given us his own flesh to eat. But, surely, with 
such entertainment, should we not he inex- 
cusable if we did not make our profiting appear 
unto all men? If, after all our professions and 
enjoyments to-day, we are to-morrow as carnal 
and covetous, as peevish and discontented, as fear- 
ful and unbelieving as ever, who will believe that 
He hath filled us with good things? Will it not 
look as if we loved the things of the world bet- 
ter ; and that, notwithstanding all our boast of the 
privileges and pleasures of Christianity, we cannot 
be satisfied with them ourselves ? Let me beseech 
you therefore, christians, for the credit of religion, 
for the honour of your Master, which is greatly 
interested in it ; let me beseech you not to be con- 
formed to the world either iA its practice or diet. 
You have partaken of the " cup of the Lord," do 
not partake of the ^* cup of devils;" but let all the 
world see, that you have meat to eat which they 
know not of; that to live by faith on the Son of 
Grod is not an enthusiastical and vain attempt ; and 
that your souls need no other food ; and that you 
are most healthy and vigorous, when you feed on 
nothing else but the Bread of life. 
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MEDITATION XXlV. 

[December 1, 1754.] 



HEBRKWS XII. 28, 29. 

WHEREFORE WE RECEIVING A KINGDOM WHICH CANNOT BE 
MOVED, LET US HAVE GRACE, WHEREBY WE MAY SERVE 
GOD ACCEPTABLY WITH REVERENCE AND GODLY FEAR: 
FOR OUR GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE. 



A KINGDOM — a kingdom which cannot be moved. 
What words are these ! And is this a language for 
subjects, beggars, rebels ? And is this after the man- 
ner of men, O Lord God ? Is it thus that it shall be 
done to the men whom thou delightest to honour ? 
We are ajmost afraid to speak the words which thoa 
hast put into our mouths, and to accept the bless- 
ings which thou hast put into our hands. Shall we 
receive a kingdom ; that deserved, that expected a 
dungeon ? Shall we be advanced to royal dignity ; 
who, for our treachery and rebellion, could expect 
nothing but immediate and everlasting destruction ? 
It is a mercy almost too great for belief. When 
we consider this kingdom ; the extent and riches, 
the pleasures and the honour of it, and what glorious 
things are spoken of the city of the living God, the 
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residence of the Lord of glory, we look down upon 
ourselves with astonishment. We look and won- 
der, and say, " Can such things be designed for 
us ? Were all those mighty preparations made for 
the entertaiument and felicity of fallen man ? 
Surely no ; we must be mistaken ; it must be an 
ill-grounded presumption in us to suppose it. Such 
a world and state is fit for none but angels : the 
service of it, and even the pleasures of it, are too 
high for such feeble dying creatures as we to 
attempt." But then, when we consider that he 
took not on him the nature of angels, but the seed 
of Abraham ; when we recollect, that the proclam- 
ation was, '* Peace on earth, good-will towards 
men ;" when we find that it is a part of his prero- 
gative to raise the poor out of the dust, and the 
beggar out of the dunghill, and set him upon a 
throne, and make him to dwell among princes; 
and especially when we look over our charter, and 
find our own characters to answer to the description 
of those persons for whom this kingdom is de- 
signed ; when the King of heaven has the throne 
in our hearts ; when the laws of heaven are im- 
pressed upon our minds, and copied out in our 
lives ; and when the glories of heaven are the chief 
objects of our esteem and desire, we begin to think 
ourselves heaven-born ; we rise high in our expect- 
ations, even to '' a kingdom," and think nothing 
too nmch for God to give, or for us to receive. 
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By the kiDgdom here, is meant the government 
of God ander the gospel, or the state of subjection 
to the Lord the Redeemer, settled according to the 
law, which comes from Zion, with all those pri- 
vileges and encouragements wherewith christian 
loyalty is promoted. We find it frequently called 
the kingdom of heaven and the kingdom of God ; 
and the laws of it are called the gospel of the 
kingdom. In this kingdom the Lord is our 
Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver; the Lord is 
our King, and he will save us. God now takes 
us peculiarly under his own wing. He is now the 
Governor and God of Jews and Gentiles. And 
oh ! how fatherly is his affection to us all ! How 
grateful is our felicity to him. How does he, as it 
were, study our interest. How liberal and suitaUe 
are all rewards to those who are dutiful and loyal ! 
And as to his backsliding subjects, he is so far 
from exacting the rigour of the law upon them, 
that he judges it a matter of joy and praise to him 
to pardon them when they are truly penitent, and re- 
turn to their obedience. He makes our welfare his 
glory, and our happiness his delight. He knows 
our frailties, circumstances, and concerns; and 
frames his laws and his expectations accordingly. 

In this kingdom Jesus Christ resides as God's 
Vicegerent, to whom he hath committed all power 
and authority ; and hath given him a name above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 
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should bow. The subjects of this kingdom are 
willing subjects, self- resigning and submissive ser- 
vvLiita. Indeed, Christ has a right to govern us, 
and to punish our disobedience, whether we consent 
or not God hath set his King upon his holy hill 
of Zion. He hath put the crown upon his head, 
and the sceptre in his hand^ and given him to be 
Head over all things to the church. But yet 
he requires a voluntary submission. He has ap- 
pointed a solemn sacramental entrance into his 
service, and sacramental avouchments of it; and 
when in this way we yield ourselves to Christ 
to be governed by him, then we receive a king- 
dom. Christ addresses us as Joshua did the chil- 
dren of Israel, " Choose you this day whom you 
will serve. If you will yield yourselves to me, and 
present bodies and spirits a living sacrifice, I will 
accept it. If ye will subscribe with your own hand 
unto me, and take my vows upon you ; if you will 
wear my yoke, and bind my laws about your neck, 
delighting to do my will, I will own, receive, protect, 
and bless you ; if ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 
eat the good of the land." What a happy society 
is this, where the Sovereign has the hands and 
hearts of all his subjects ; where there is not so 
much as a thought, but what is brought into sub- 
jection to Jesus Christ ; where it is a part of their 
daily prayer, ^* Thy will be done on earth as it is 
done in heaven ;*' and where, with one heart and 



226 SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIOKS. 

one mouth, they join in this common address, 
'* Lord, whom have we in heaven but thee? and 
there is none upon earth that we desire besides 
thee." The laws of this kingdom are admirably 
calculated for the improvement and advancement of 
the subjects, for the honour and glory of the 
Governor, and for the order and happiness of all. 
They are called the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus, the law of faith, the law of Christ, 
and the perfect law of liberty, summed up into the 
love of God and man, and called the royal law. 

We are required to believe great doctrines, upon 
great reasons and motives. We are here enjoined 
the noblest and most divine temper; and called up 
to the practice of every thing that is venerable, 
excellent, and praiseworthy. We are commanded 
to have reverential thoughts of God, fervent affec- 
tions for him, to present the devotions of the heart 
before him ; to place full confidence, and trust, and 
joy in him ; to make an entire resignation of our- 
selves and our all to him ; to live in a willing sub> 
jection to all his precepts, and a cheerful acqui- 
escence in all his disposals ; to use all diligence to 
imitate and resemble him in our temper and beha- 
viour; and to represent his name and interest in 
the most amiable light to the world around us. 
AH this we are required to attempt under the 
conduct and command of Jesus Christ, and the 
guidance and influence of the blessed Spirit, whose 
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office it is to frame and furnish the gospel temple 
of the living God. 

And then, as for the privileges and immunities, 
of this kingdom, they are great heyond all parallel, 
beyond even imagination. Near approaches and 
alliances to our Prince ; free converse with him, 
and continual and rich supplies from him. In 
short, riches, honour, power, and safety with ever- 
lasting glory, in sure reversion, are the privileges 
of every true and loyal subject. For our King is 
great, and the dazzling splendour of his presence 
transmits a lustre through all his dominions. His 
name is a strong tower ; his wisdom an unerring 
guide ; his all-sufficiency a continual treasure ; 
his word a full security to his subjects ; and his 
goodness their constant feast and hope. 

The Lord Redeemer is true to us, and dear and 
faithful to him that appointed him. It is his trust, 
and an employment that he takes pleasure in to 
introduce us to God, and to present us unblamable 
and unreprovable in his sight. By him we are in- 
structed and enriched. By him we are protected, 
pardoned, and accepted to the highest favour. 
O ! how majestic is his presence ! how beautiful 
and propitious his countenance ! how gracious his 
temper ! and how inexpressibly comfortable and 
encouraging are his smiles ! Justice and judgment* 
are the habitation of his throne ; mercy and truth 
go before his face continually ! He makes all his 
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subjects favourites and dignitaries. Our confes- 
sions are followed by forgiveness ; our supplications 
obtain all suitable favours and supplies; our ser- 
vice in this kingdom is perfect freedom ; our work 
itself a great reward. Nay, our losses are gain ; 
our sufferings are victory and triumph ; and our 
death in Christ's serA'ice, and for his sake, is eter- 
nal life. The spirit of love and sympathy makes 
prince and subject one, and both tenderly con- 
cerned for each other. Every article of duty to 
our King is beneficial to ourselves ; for, as a com- 
pensation for it, Christ appoints us a kingdom, and 
promises to enthrone us with himself. This is the 
gospel church and kingdom that we have now 
received. How far beyond all other churches 
and kingdoms whatever ! even that of Sinai not 
excepted. It puts us under far better circumstances, 
and calls us to far higher services, and such as are 
enforced by much greater motives and encourage- 
ments than that former kingdom did. That was 
but the shadow ; this has the image of the heavenly 
state : that was removed as mean and low ; but 
this has such a near affinity with the kingdom 
above, that it shall be rather swallowed up than 
removed by it, for it leads to and ends in heaven. 

The Lord shall reign for ever, even thy God, O 
Zion, unto all generations. As long as time en- 
dures Christ will have subjects. They will have 
a Sovereign, and the world a standing demonstra- 



SACRAMENTAL MEDITATIONS. 229 

tion, that this kingdom is utterly incapable of be- 
ing shaken or destroyed. Unto this kingdom and 
glory, christians, has the God of all grace called us 
by Christ. He hath raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places. He hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and 
translated us into the glorious kingdom of his dear 
Son. Let us remember, then, that we are not our 
own, but, by particular obligations, have resigned 
ourselves to the government, conduct, and dispo- 
sal of the King of kings. We are brought near to 
God that we might live to him ; for the gospel has 
its claims, God his expectations, and subjects their 
services, trust, and places. Let us therefore have 
grace to serve God acceptably, with reverence and 
godly fear. To serve God acceptably, or cheerfully, 
is to declare that we like our state and service ; and 
that we look upon it as our delight and honour. 
To serve him with reverence and godly fear, is to 
think humbly of ourselves, to think honourably of 
God, and to be contented, and resolved to be any- 
thing or nothing ; that God may be every way glo- 
rified and pleased in us. Much must be done, and 
all well done, and the grace of God being sufficient 
fbr us, shall render our work neither difficult nor 
tedious. Religion thrives ; and it is like oil to our 
wheels, to be assured that our labour in the Lord 
shall not be in vain. Never did majesty appear so 
mild and merciful, as since the Redeemer took the 
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US to such noble services by such precious pro- 
spectSy hopes, and promises ; what doth he not 
deserve from us ! But, alas ! Lord, what is all that 
we have, what is all that we can do, in return for 
such mighty favours ? Thy very acceptance of it 
would be an additional obligation. If our warmest 
love, our grateful confidence, and a cheerful, 
active, and universal obedience will be acceptable, 
thou shalt have it all. W^e most gladly embrace 
this opportunity of renewing our oath of allegiance. 
We here again swear obedience to thee, our only 
rightful Sovereign. We renounce the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. We declare war against those 
sins which war against our souls, and promise that 
we will not, from this day forward, show the least 
indulgence to those murderers of our Lord, and 
those implacable enemies of our peace and happi- 
ness. We desire nothing so much, as to be 
glided, governed, and disposed of, by the Lord of 
the kingdom of grace, that we may be fitted for 
the high employments, honours, and felicities of 
the kingdom of glory. 

" Whoso," says Christ, " eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood ; that is, whoso believeth on 
me, hath eternal life, and I will raise him up at 
the last day." 

What a God have we to deal with ! He is, 

X 2 
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indeed, a consuming fire ; a God who, rather than 
sin should go unpunished, will so dreadfully punish 
the very imputation of it, even in his own Son. 
Blessed Jesus, wast thou thus wounded for my 
transgressions, and hruised for my iniquities ? 
What if thou hadst not stood in my stead, and 
undergone my punishment for me, would all this 
wrath have fallen upon me ? alas ! it would have 
ground me to powder. I should have been swal- 
lowed up in eternal torments, and have lain under 
the vindictive justice of God for ever. 

'^ Except ye eat the flesh and drink the blood 
of the Son of God, ye have no life in you." 
Christ here says to us, as the king to Esther, at 
the banquet, ^* What is thy petition, and what is 
thy request ? and it shall be granted thee/' Or, 
as he said to the blind man, *' What wilt thou 
that I shall do unto thee ?" 

Rejoice, O my soul, that his love was stronger 
than death. ** Look unto me, and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth." Come, then, chris- 
tians — Are ye wounded with the fiery darts of 
the old serpent? look unto Jesus. Are ye 
pressed hard by your spiritual adversaries, and 
almost ready to think that you shall perish by 
their hand? look unto Jesus, the great Captain 
of your salvation. Are you weary and heavy- 
laden, and bowed down under the vasitity of 
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outward afflictions '( look unto Jesus, who alone 
can give rest unto your souls. Behold his arm 
stretched out to embrace you ! See how his side 
opens to give you passage to his heart ! O, my 
soul, this is my rest, and here will I stay. Christ 
poured out his soul unto death. See the wells of 
salvation opened, the stone rolled away, and the 
fountain of the water of life running freely. 
What is thy disease? Hast thou blind eyes, or 
lame feet, weak hands, or feeble knees, a cold or 
a hard heart, or a doubting soul ? here is a cure 
for all. Thou art now at the side of Bethesda ; 
the Spirit is now moving the waters : look to Christ 
for strength; stir up thy soul, step in, drink, 
bathe, and be made whole for ever. Noiv we 
know that thou lovest us, seeing that thou hast 
not withheld thy Son, thy only Son, from us. 

My Lord and my God ! Lord, how dearly 
hast thou purchased my love ! and how little hast 
thou of it after all I 

Lord, be merciful unto me, and heal my soul, 
for I have sinned against thee. Let my soul live, 
and it shall praise thee. Lord, remember me, now 
thou art in thy kingdom. 

Awake up, my glory ! O stupid heart ; art thou 
not ashamed to think so coldly on thy bleeding, 
dying Saviour ? Is this thy way of showing forth 
his death ? What ! canst thou not watch with him 
one hour ? Lord; speak me into life ; look me into 
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tears. Lord, I believe ; help thou my unbelief. 
Here, christians, here is the price of our redemp- 
tion. It is to this we owe it, that we are saved 
from perishing. Hereby justice is satisfied, and 
we are redeemed. The Bre of Divine wrath is 
quenched, the old serpent bruised, the law dis- 
armed of its thunders and curses, our debts are 
paid, an offended God becomes, upon the sight of 
this, a reconciled Father. It is to this we owe the 
kingdom we h|ive already received, and that we yet 
hope for ; for it is this that purchased both grace 
and glory. It was not for nought that our Re- 
deemer groaned, and wept, and sweat, and bled; 
and in such agonies gave up the ghost. O, never 
give Christ cause to complain of you as Paul did 
of the Corinthians, '^ The more abundantly I love 
you, the less I am loved." 

Christians, I presume you all think it good to 
be here, and are for building tabernacles ; and, if 
God saw fit, would be glad, with such service, such 
entertainments, and such company, to dwell in the 
house of the Lord for ever. But it must not be. 
This feast, though it be satisfying, is not lasting. 
Though the meal be sweet, it is short. All things 
here below are transitory; and we are receiving 
hourly proofs that we are not yet come to our rest, 
and- to that inheritance which the Lord our God 
win give us. However, let us remember that we 
are coming ; let us never forget that we are heirs, 
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nor forfeit our title. Let us never behave unsuit- 
ably to our character and dignity. Let us live, as 
having the faith and hope of a still more glorious 
kingdom, than even that which we have now been 
surveying. For the end cometh, when he shall 
deliver up this kingdom to God, even the Father, 
that God may be all in all. 

O, christians, what a state will that be, where we 
shall be all kings and priests unto God ; where we 
shall all be clothed in white raiment, and have crowns 
of gold upon our heads. We shall even there 
think it an honour to be employed by the King of 
kings. We shall there serve him acceptably ; yea, 
we shall serve him with reverence and godly fear. 
For with infinite readiness and delight we shall 
fall down before Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and worship him that liveth for ever. We shall 
not rest day nor night, saying, *' Holy, holy, holy 
Lord God Almighty, who wast, and art, and art 
to come.'' Nor shall we want or wish to rest, 
while God is the strength of our heart, and our 
portion for ever. Let this glorious kingdom be 
ever in your eye. Let your conversation be in 
heaven ; and in your manner of life look like the 
country to which you are going ; that it may be 
said of you as it was of Gideon's brethren, each 
one resembled the children of a king. Maintain 
a holy contempt of the world, and of the things of 
the world. The prize set before you challenges 
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your utmost zeal, activity, and diligence. Re- 
member, that the kingdom of heaven suffereth 
violence. Where&re gird up the loins of your 
minds ; trample upon every thing that lies in your 
way. Account no duty too hard, no cross too 
heavy, nor any pains too great ; and take this for 
your consolation, that he that overcometh shall 
inherit all things. 

It is but a little while, before this world and all 
things that are therein, shall be burnt up. What 
a pleasure will it be, when you see the kingdoms 
of this world, and the glory of them, vanish into 
smoke, to hear your Friend and Saviour call you 
up from among the ruins of this perishing state, 
saying, *^ Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world." And at the same time, what inex- 
pressible terror and anguish must it strike into 
the hearts of those refusers of gospel grace, when 
he shall turn and say, '* As for those, mine ene- 
mies, that would not that I should reign over 
them, bring them hither, and slay them before 
me. 



THE CHRISTIAN'S WANTS. 



AN EXTBACT FKOM A MEDITATION ON LUKE XIV. 21. 



Blessed Jesus, I will endeavour to recollect my 
wants y and lay them before thee; and humbly hope, 
that out of that fulness which is laid up in thee, I 
shall receive even grace for grace. 

What I most of all want, and what I can never 
be easy till I obtain, is the full pardon of all my 
sins. I blush, and am ashamed to lift up my face 
to thee, O God. Against thee, thee only have I 
sinned, and done much evil in thy sight. My 
trespasses have been more than the hairs of my 
head, and cannot be reckoned up in order before 
thee. What commandment have I not broken? 
In what instance have I not offended ? As to my 
sins of ignorance and common frailties, I must 
only sigh, and say, *' Who can understand his 
errors V For to remember and lament my grosser 
follies, will be a long and sorrowful employment. 
I am adbamed and confounded at my former mad- 
ness. I have nothing to plead for myself. I could 
have no peace, no patience, no hope, were it not 
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that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all 
sin. All my dependence is on thy free grace and 
mercy, through a Redeemer. But, alas ! I am 
ashamed to speak of mercy and grace, who haye 
already abused so much; and blush to apply for 
that blood which I have treated with so much con- 
tempt, and trampled under my feet. And yet 
what else can I do, whither else can I go ? 

I have heard of the efficacy of the blood of Jesus 
to wash away stains of the deepest die. O let the 
blessed experiment be tried upon me, as it has been 
with success on thousands before me. I have been 
told thou hast been found of them that sought thee 
not, and hast followed many sinners that were run- 
ning from thee, with a pardon in thy hand; and wilt 
thou now refuse me who am seeking after thee ? 
Hast thou not said, *' He that confesseth and for- 
saketh his sin shall find mercy?" Lord, be it to me 
according to thy word. Let me not be the first in- 
stance in which thy faithfulness has failed. I plead 
the mercifulness of thy nature, thy tender compas- 
sion, and thy ancient declaration — ^that thou hast 
no pleasure in the death of him that dieth, but hadst 
rather that he would turn unto thee and live. I 
plead my own wretchedness and misery, which has 
been a prevailing argument before now with the 
Father of mercy. But, blessed God, I have a 
better plea still to make ; I plead the merits of thy 
Son. I have indeed broken all thy command- 

3 ^ 
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mentS; but my Surety has fulfilled them all. I 
have affronted thy justice; I have despised thy 
goodness; I have abused thy patience;! have 
deserved thy wrath. But behold, O God, my 
shield, and look upon the face of thine Anointed. 
The chastisement of my peace was upon him. O 
let the merits of his righteousness be upon me. I 
fly to this city of refuge. I take hold of the horns 
of this altar, and will not let thee go until thou 
bless me. And further ; I, who am but dust and 
ashes, may say it. Let my pardon be sealed and 
witnessed by thy Spirit, that I may be able to 
produce it to Satan and my own conscience, when- 
ever they would endeavour, by their gloomy in- 
sinuations, to deject and terrify me. 

Next to this, I want grace to help in every time 
of need. All my springs are in thee; if thou 
hidest thy face, though it be for a small moment, 
I am troubled ; and if thou withholdest the neces* 
sary communications of thy grace, I languish and 
die. I can do nothing of myself; my present de- 
deplorable circumstances show it. Lord, strengthen 
the things that remain that are ready to die. I 
want not so much to feast occasionally upon his 
body and blood, as to live by faith on the Son of 
God. I would be glad, not barely to receive a tran- 
sient visit now and then from my blessed Saviour, 
but that he should dwell in my heart by faith. Lord, 
increase my faith: Lord, help my unbelief. May 

' Y 
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this ordinance be a lively resemblance, remembrance, 
and application of Christ's sufferings to me. And 
may I be helped, so to put my finger into the prints 
of the nails, and my hand into his side ; and be so 
fully persuaded of his suffering and dying for me, 
as that I may not be faithless but believing ; that 
I may say with Thomas, '* My Lord and my 
God ;" and with Paul, " He loved me, and gave 
himself for me;" and with the spouse, '* My Be- 
loved is mine, and I am his ;" that I may be filled 
with all joy and peace in believing ; yea, that my 
soul may magnify the Lord, and my spirit rejoice 
in God, my Saviour. 

I want to love the Lord with all my heart, and 
soul, and strength. Lord, shed abroad thy love in 
my cold and frozen heart ; and inflame it with fer- 
vent affection and desire towards thee, that I may 
be a disciple whom Jesus loves ; and be numbered 
among those who love the Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity and truth. 

I want more saving knowledge. My under- 
standing is darkened, and I am naturally alienated 
from thee through the ignorance that is in me; 
and for want of a spiritual discernment am guilty 
of frequent mistakes. O give me understanding 
that I may keep thy word. Shine into my heart 
to give me the knowledge of thy glorious self in 
the face of Jesus Christ. 

I want more humility of spirit. How apt is my 
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foolish wicked heart to' swell. Upon every little 
fancied elevation it grows haughty and vain ; and 
upon every disappointment becomes insolent and 
fretful. Lord, grant me more of the temper and 
spirit of the condescending Saviour; and may I 
never give over learning of him, who was meek and 
lowly in heart. 

I want more godly sorrow and contrition for sin. 
I have not that deep sense and thorough conviction 
of its exceeding sinfulness that I ought, and wish 
to have. Lord, take away my heart of stone, and 
give me a heart of flesh ; that I may loathe myself 
for all my iniquities and abominations. 

I want more purity of heart, a more fixed and 
spiritual temper, that I may be fit to converse with 
a holy God. 

I want more of that hungering and thirsting 
after righteousness which I have sometimes known, 
and which is necessary to my growth in grace. 
Lord, thou art ready to give bread to the hungry, 
and the water of life to him that is athirst; but 
both the appetite and the food are from thee. 
Lord, enlarge my hearty that so with desire I may 
desire to eat this passover. As the hart panteth 
after the water brooks, so may my soul pant after 
thee, O God. 

■ I want to be more thankful for mercies received. 
Let me not sit sad and dejected, as if I liked not 
the provision, or doubted my welcome; but take me 
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into thy banqueting bouse, and let my soul be sa- 
tisfied as with marrow and fatness, that my mouth 
may praise thee with joyful lips.. 

let not the Lord be angry, and I will yet speak. 
I want more patience and contentment in every 
condition, how low and afflictive soevBr ; more pru- 
dence and discretion ; more courage and resolution ; 
more activity and zeal. I want a cure for my blind- 
ness, my impenitency, my unbelief and hypocrisy, 
my deadness and formality, my inconstancy and 
backslidings.'' 

1 want a sight of my interest in Christ ; more 
clear evidences of grace ; and a realizing appro- 
priating view of the promised land. 

I want — Lord, what do I want ? But thin, is my 
consolation, I can want nothing but what thou 
canst give. But why am I thus particular ? Thou 
kuowest what things I have need of before I ask 
thee; and art able to do exceeding abundanyy above 
all that I can ask or think. Come, Lord Jesus, 
come quickly; enter into, possess, and fill my empty 
craving soull Notwithstanding all this long enu- 
meration of my wants, if I^have thee, I am satisfied. 



THE END. 




J. Hill, Priuter, Black Horse Court, Fleet Street. 
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